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Road maintenance and resurfacing is getting done less often.

York residents carrying

2nd-highest debt per capita PROBLEMS

From page 10.

structure repairs and upgrades:;

» Mississauga, which hasn't had to borrow
since 1978, projects $446 million in debt over
the next 10 years. Brampton, debt free at the
moment, expects to start incurring debt as
early as 2012,

e Almost half are carrying debt loads in
excess of $600 per resident.

The consequences are significant.

In Wainfleet, more than 1,000 homes are
entering the sixth vear of a boil water advi-
sory after Niagara Region decided against the
$120-million cost of connecting the commu-
nity to Port Colbornes water system.

To close the local infrastructure gap, every
Toronto resident would have to pay more
than $1,000 extra on his property tax bill. In
Prince Edward County and Perth, the figure
is closer to $2,000. ;

In Hamilton, roads that are supposed to
be resurfaced within 35 years are now on a
| 10-year cycle.

Sinkholes are more common, opening
huge gaps in roadways when broken under-
ground pipes collapse or the surface gives

Ooult.

‘Our infrastructure

ts tn very dire straits

and we need to act urgently..

>evere weather and crumbling storm
drainage systems make certain older neigh-
bourhoods across Ontario more vulnerable
to basement flooding.

In Durham, traffic on a badly deferiorat-
ing heritage bridge has been curtailed until
the $800,000 in required funding is found.

In Huntsville, where more than $100 mil-
lion flowed in funding for the G8 summit and
federal-provincial stimulus, no assistance
was available to renovate several small com-
munity halls to make them handicapped
accessible.

Part of the problem is recent government
stimulus funds went to “shovel ready” proj-
ects, rather than those most in need of atten-
tion, says Saeed Mirza, professor emeritus of
engineering at McGill University.

“The stimulus (program) was to create
jobs, not to spend money where we needed,”
he said. "Our infrastructure is in very dire
straits and we need to act urgently.”

The balance of Ontario’s infrastructure is
now of an age where it needs replacement or
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repair. About 60 per cent of buildings, roads,
water and other systems are more than 50
years old. Almost a third of the provinces
infrastructure is more than 90 years old.

Guelph is a good example of what that
means. About 40 per cent of the city’s $1.3
billion worth of infrastructure is at the end of
its life cycle.

Almost every community has a Centen-
nial building of some kind, a library or arena,
built in a massive construction boom dur-
ing Canada’s 1967 celebrations. About 2,500
such buildings are now in need of — but not
funded for — repairs.

“There are really harsh, stark realities
coming soon,” said Pat Vanini, executive
director of the Association of Muimqmlmm
of Ontano.

If Ontario was your house, it would be on
the verge of falling apart.

The roof needs reshingling, the electrical
system no longer meets standards and the
furnace is on its last legs. Forget about the
fact the bathroom hasn't been redone since
the 1970s and that youd like to replace the
previous owners’ shag carpeting with hard-
wood

You're more concerned about making
mortgage payments, but you can't be sure
there will still be paycheques coming next
year. YouTe taking out loans, using your line
of credit and maxing out credit cards to pay
for what you know you need.

[hat’s the situation most II]UHILIp&lIIIL‘%
find themselves in today.

But its about to get worse because the
population of the Greater Golden Horseshoe
alone is growing from 8 million just five years
ago to 11.5 million by 203]1. That means
you re probably going to have to add an extra
floor to the house on top of everything else

I'he fast-growing population will require
larger public buildings, better transit and
new schools. The province's Places to Grow
plan sets ambitious population targets for
the region’s municipalities and guidelines on
constructing efficient, compact communi-
[es. |

But there is no corresponding offer by the
province, or Ottawa, to help specifically with
the costs of everything all those new resi

dents will need.

INFRASTRUCTURE SPENDING

allowed for $500 million of renovations at hockey
arenas and other recreational facilities across the
country.

» Provincewide spending on 1,400 municipal
projects from all three levels of government totalled
about $3.4 billion over the last two years.

» This included the $1.85 billion (split between
Ontano and Ottawa) doled out in Ontario through
the infrastructure stimulus fund (ISF). Other invest-

- ments included 5408 million through the communi-
ties component of the building Canada fund and the
recreational infrastructure Canada (RINC) fund that

» To qualify for the ISF pro;e(ts had to be “hard’
infrastructure (roads, pipea water treatment facili-

to be complete by March 2011, a deadline that has
since been extended to October.

The cost of mantanmg renewing and rebwidng Ont aro <
CrUmDing miastruciure s sLagoering - weld nio the
bilkons of dollars for some of the commamities surveyed for
this Metroland Special Report. While recent mfrast; ucture
srmulus unding spread $3 4 bilkon across Ontarno in the
past Iwo years, the programs made only 3 dent This chart
prowdes an overview of debt and capital needs
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ties, etc.) and be “shovel ready” Though the fund was
not finalized until mid-2009, projects were supposed
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