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(ommunities struggle to meet infrastructure needs
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If Onitario was vour house, it would be
on the verge of falling apart. The roof
needs reshingling, the electrical system
is ailing and the furnace is on its last
legs. Forget about the fact the bathroom
hasni been redone u%: the 1970s.

Youve taken loans andM.are maxing out

credit cards to pay for just part of what
needs to be done. A Metroland Special
Report shows that's the situation for
Ontanio municipalities as they struggle
to fix our crumbling infrastructure

the roads, buildings, water and sewer
systems that underpin our daily life.

BY DAVID FLEISCHER
AND NICOLE VISSCHEDYK

Specal report

lan Howard knew there was some-
thing wrong even before he got
home.

The Thornhill resident was
returning from a camping trip with
his wife, Janice, on an August day in 2005, not
knowing the rainstorm through which theyd
been driving had flooded roads throughout
southem York Region

But the stranded cars and high water lines
they could see as they pulled up to their
house soon made it clear their neighbour-
hood was hit unusually hard.

The Howard home was one of hundreds
flooded by the flash storm as aging storm
sewers became overloaded. Mr. Howard soon
found the damage wrought by the six inches
of water that had flooded his basement

Though water had risen several inches
up his above-ground basement windows,
the water that caused the damage had come
bubbling up through his basement drain

to have water L0 Iwo-jeet Jt‘t‘ll'
on our lawn because 1t can't drain
away, | don't think there's

a way o ift‘ﬁ’ﬂlf againsi that.

“We have a house that's well-maintained

- 0o have water go two-feet deep-on our
lawn because it can’t drain away, | don't think
there's a way to defend against that,” he says

Ihe Howards were relatively lucky, with
thelr insurance company covering the
expenses of replacing carpeting, electron
Ics, a furnace, freezer and other possessions
irreparably damaged by the sewage backup

Mr. Howard tries to be optimistic these
days but admits he has second thoughts
when the skies tum grey and rain clouds roll
1

"Were not really wormed,” he says. “On
the other hand, it's always in the back of your
mind. You just never know'

More than five vears later, no solution
has yet been implemented for replacement
of the inadequate pipes running below the
neighbourhood |

A Study found everything from
drainage to downspouts connecting to the
sewer system contributed to the overload
and the Town of Markham concluded it will
take $40 million to bring the system up to
date. While residents wait, hoping another
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Sinkholes are becoming more common, opening huge gaps in roads when broken underground pipes collapse or the surface gives out.
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CONCRETE
PROBLEMS

How to fix our crumbling infrastructure

Part 1 in a three-part serles.
Part 2 runs June 23.
Go to yorkregion.com to read the entire series now.

» What's aqumbling in your neighbourhood? Let us
xnow what you think needs work with a letter to the
editor to Jim Mason at jmason@yrmq.com

storm isnt coming, town officials are trying
10 figure out how they can pay for the needed
infrastructure.

It's a “thomy issue ., Mr. Howard says

l'he situation in Thormhill shows how
widespread and expensive i1s the need,
despite recent government stimulus program
Tunding

\Cross the regron, more than $235 mil
hon worth of infrastructure projects — from
community centre refits to road resurfacings

moved forward in the last two vears

But the region expects to spend more
than $1 billion this year alone on such proj
ects — more than $8 billion over the coming
decade and as welcome as the one-time
funding it was, it wasn't a solution to a persis
tent problem

Its a problem common to most Ontario
communities soday.

By the provinces own estimates, there is

The province’s $ 30-billion ReNew Ontano fund created
in 2005, was supposed to run for five years, but the
money was used up by 2009. Iracking exactly where

it went is difficult because annual reports were pub-
lished only for 2006 and 2007 and no final report was
issued. Here is the information the province was able to

provide

» 15 per cent (about 54 billion) went to hospitals
and health faclities.

» 2] per cent went to education projects, predomi-
nantly the 54-billion Good Places to Leam program. It
included 52.25 billion to repair crumbling schools

5100 bilthon worth of unrepaired or unbuilt
infrastructure i Ontano, with no funds
available to hx or build it. That infrastructure
gap can be seen more clearly every day in
roadway sinkholes, flooded storm systems
and detenorating public buildings

Ontanno communities are struggling
without success (0 meet their infrastruc-
ture needs, despite several years of stimulus
lunding. While the $3.4-billion infrastructure
program created jobs and helped kick-start
the economy, even Ontanio Infrastructure
Minister Bob Chiarelli concedes the stimulus
programs made only a “dent

1 think it will be a long time before it will
be easy, but collectively, we need to do it
smarter,” Mr. Chiarelli acknowledged

A Metroland Special Report shows Ontar
10 communities increasingly are.borrowing
and going into debt — some for the first time

» 40 per cent went to transit and transportation
projects, induding $700 million for extension of the
Spadina subway from Toronto into Vaughan, one of
the largest amounts. Funds also went to GO Transit
expanding the border crossing at Queenston-Lew
iston and improving Hamilton's express bus service
Another large-scale component was the $3.4 billion
southem Ontano highways program

» The remaining 23 per cent is not temized in detail ..
but indudes about 1.4 billion for water and environ
ment projects, 5784 million for justice, just more than
33 billion for local/municpal infrastructure and nearty
52.7 billion merely classified as “other’

in decades — to deal with a worsening situa
hon. Long-term needs are overwhelming

Metroland surveved 20 mumcipalities
lor data on {'\.l‘l‘l..thltl;{ from the amount of
money received from Ottawa and Queen's
Park to long-term infrastructure needs. (See
chart on next page )

* More than half, including Milton and
York Region, have introduced a tax or lew

specifically to help pav for infrastructure
Projects
* More than half Imeasure thel +x;rr*m.p|f

ni['l'lll-"l]'tuwtw over the next decade in billions
of dollars, including York at $8
2020,

* [ hree-quarters report they are currenth
short at least $160 million for future infra
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