New legion fitting
of more memories

or Branch 459
ol the Royal
Canadian
Legion and the
Legion Ladies
Auxiliary, Saturday was a
day of mixed emotions.

Feelings of sadness in
the closing of a 64-year-
old building were mixed
with feelings of gladness
at the opening of a brand-
new facility. There was just
cause for both.

The original hall, erect-
ed in 1947, was the vision
of several Second World
War veterans who, in the
words of current legion
president Murray Patten-
den “wanted a place to
assemble and remember”

However, no one at the
time could have predicted
what was 10 follow: din-
ners and dances; bingos
and bazaars; literary con-
tests and speaking compe-
titons, nomination meet-
ings and election forums;
remembrance services
and wheelchair socials;
wedding receptions and
anniversary reunions.

Six decades of com-
munity cohesiveness that
should never be forgotten.

“A journey of glory”,
as Mr. Pattenden fittingly
described it.

It was Dr. Stanley Ball,
Delbert Jennings and Bert
Lickonish, all First World
War veterans, who spear-
headed the first build-
ng campaign. Win Tim-
bers donated the site on
Ninth Line North. “Dinty”
Hadgins  contributed
money for the mortgage.

Dr. Neil Smith chaired
the building committee.
Enthusiastic supporters
included Jack Barkey, Len
Buckland, Fred Castle, Bert
Clarkson, Jack Garrett, Bill
Malloy, Harold Morden
and Walter Smith.

On April 11, 1947,
Branch 459 received its
charter. Its been a com-
mand post within the
community ever since.

However, men of the
local military would be the
first to admit they could
not have come so far with-
out the assistance of fresh
troops. These reserves in
the form of the Legion
Ladies Auxiliary, took hold
of the torch following a
meeting at the home of
Aldine Sinclair, Feb. 16,
1963. T'he hrst president
was Gertrude Burkholder

Charter members still
alive are Mrs. Sinclair,
Manone Smith and Elsie
Sanders

But that was yesterday.
The old building is com-
ing down to make way for
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with Jim Thomas R 3
the re-aligned Ninth Line. c
On Saturday, with b
amazing precision, the e

torch was passed 10 a new

building on a new site.
Hundred participated in a
parade that extended more
than a kilometre, led by the
band of HMCS York.

As strring as this
human panorama was,
nothing could quite equal
the exuberance of guests
and supporters when they
surveyed the beauty of the
building’s interior.

“Well, what do you
think?” asked emcee Dave
McQuaker.

Cheers echoed.

Andre Parquette,
Royal Canadian Legion,
(Ontano) president, called
It "a new beginning, ‘an
achievement most only
dream about”.

He said the accom-
plishment is all the more
significant because so
many branches today are
closing or downsizing

“Keep old memories
but make new ones,
urged Barbara Maclsaac,
president of the Ontario
Legion Ladies Auxiliary.

Mayor Wayne Emmer-
son called the building “a
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none.” $5.99 this week

MP Paul Calandra ﬁ | R L T 3
described the facility as can the year We'll be making some Vidalia onion jam for this week and as
“absolutely spectacular” hﬂ -| now back in long as Vidalia oaions are available. W1
To mark the occasion, ) growal t a side for roast chickes or with bric or :

he said a fly-pass by a
Canadian-built Lancaster
bomber had been planned
but later abandoned due
to inclement weather.

Greetings from Pre-
mier Dalton McGuinty
were brought by MPP
Helena Jaczec. Mr. Patten-
den received two standing
ovations.

lhen, as the dedica-
tion was read and a prayer
was said, the sun broke
through. Truly, a joumey
of glory on a memorable
day in May

Jim Thomas is a
Souffvilie resident who has

written for area newspapers

| and... you get it; it"s gooll in a lot of ways.

SPECIALS IN EFFECT UNTIL CLOSING SUNDAY, JUNE 5™
Hours: Mon. 10:00-7:00 ~ Tues.-Thurs. 9:00-7:00 -~ Fri. 9:00.7:00 -
Sat. 9:00-6:00 ~ Sun. 10:00-5:00

548 Carlton Road, Unionville

(905) 940-1770

www.thevillagegrocer.com

INDEPENDENT
GROCHEN




