Deadline extended for purchase of lake park property

BY SANDRA BOLAN

sholan@yrmg.com

The town is ready to cut a cheque for
2 1o obtain the James Coultice Estate in
Musselmans Lake and turn a portion of it
INto a park.

But the estate has been delayed in deter-
mining the value of the approximately
155 acres, which needs to be reported to
Revenue Canada lor tax receipt purposes.

according to Dave Cash, CAO for the Town
of Whitchurch-Stoufiville.
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'he sale was supposed to be completed
last fall, according to Mr. Cash, but the dead-
line has been extended to this September.

“It’s progressing. It's a complicated deal,”
Mr. Cash said. “1 don' think anybody’s been
dragging their feet. It's been difficult to get
information on it because it’'s not a typical
deal.”

Mr. Cash said even if the sale took place
as planned, only the demolition of the build
ings on the property and road work would
have been done this year
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Established 1986

The town plans on only developing a
five-acre portion of the property into a park,
which is off Ninth Line southeast of the
lake, with the rest going to the Lake Simcoe
Region Conservation Authority.

el

“We have proposed a simple transfer to
(the authority) for a similar nominal sum.
Details have not yet been finalized,” Mr.
(Cash said.

Once the town gains ownership of the
land, known as Wagon Wheel Ranch, it will
begin public consultations on the park. Mr.

Household Survey.

return mail.

1333 Sheppard Ave. E , Suite# 340
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Cash hopes that will take place this-fall
Once a plan is in place, council will have 10
approve funding

Last year, it was estimated that it will cost
about $42,500 in legal, survey and closing
fees to complete the purchase. The demoli-
tion of the driveway works/extension was
estimated at $200,000 and it is expected 1o
take another $940,000 to ftully develop the
park, according to Andrew McNeely, dire
tor of planning and building services for the
Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville

2011 CENSUS

Why should York Region residents fill in the Census Questionnaire
and the National Household Survey?

- In early May, all households in Canada will receive a Statistics Canada
census package containing the 2011 Census Questionnaire. In addition, one
third of households will also be asked to complete the voluntary National

L

It is important that you fully complete and submit your Federal Census
Questionnaire and the National Household Survey, because:

» Information collected from both is essential for planning a wide range of
services and programs in your community including: schools, day-cares,
police and fire services, affordable housing, immigration services, health
services, planning for transportation improvements and many others.

e Your answers also determine how much money is transferred by the
Federal and Provincial governments to your community for health care,
education and other social services.

Statistics Canada is required by law to protect the information provided on a
Census Questionnaire. Your responses are confidential and will not be shared
individually with other people or agencies of the government.

The 2011 Census Questionnaire and the National Household Survey can be
completed online at www.census.gc.ca or on paper and submitted by

Help to compiete the survey is available in 44 languages at
1-877-777-2011
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