Teacher destined
far life 1n school

t age 11, while
stil a student

in Grade 6,
Susan Fairy,
now Sue

LeRoy, knew for certain
her lot in life.

Shed be a high school
teacher.

Now, 45 years later,
she recognizes the ulti-
mate reward of this once-
ambitious goal - total
fulfilment gained from a
remarkable career.

Ms LeRoy is soon to
retire from the staff of
Stouftville District Sec-
ondary School.

A graduate of Thorn-
hill ‘Secondary School,
Sue LeRoy paved the way
for what was to follow by
winning the York Region
gymnastics champion-
ship plus four red rib-
bons in the Georgian
Bay finals. She also had a
four-year taste of teach-
ing gymnastics through
classes organized by the
Town of Markham.

“From an early age, |
knew what | wanted,” she
says, “entering the teach-
ing profession was the
best decision | ever made.
I've been blessed.”

Ms Leroy obtained an
honours bachelor of arts
from York University and
\ater her bachelor of edu-
caton from the Univer
sity of Toronto. Her first
teaching position was
at King City Secondary
School, then Don Head,
'hormhill and Wood-
bridge.

While at Woodbrnidge
High, she worked in close
co-operation with staff
members Wayne Nugent,
formerly of Stouffville,
and Rob Thomas. It was
Mr. Thomas .who intro-
duced her to volleyball.

Her big break came

after receiving a call
from SDSS teacher
Jan McBride, suggest-

ing she drop by for an
interview. She immedi-
ately responded and was
hired.

“That was the best
strategic career move |
ever made,” she recalls.
She headed up the girls
physical education
department along with
then boys phys ed direc-
tor Dave Connell. The
year was 1986.

‘I knew where | was
going,” Ms lLeRoy said of
Stouffville, 1 had coached
the Woodbnidge volleyball
team against im Rehill's
boys 1n the, York Region
championships and, yes
we lost.

Ms

leRovs teach

with Jirmm Thomas

Ing career spans three
decades, including 25
years at SDSS.

While best known
for a leadership role in
physical education, she
also taught classes in
guidance, typing, English
and career studies. She
established the first co-
op teaching assistance
program here.

In sports, volleyball
was a main interest and
strength. Other athletic
coaching involvements
included track and field
and badminton

Ms LeRoy admits,
somewhat sadly, that leav-
ing the old high school on
Edward Street was a dis-
tressing experience.

“Even with all its
problems, the building
had a community feel,”
she says. “But the new
school’s fantastic,” she
declares, “it’s a step up.”

A mother of two and
step-mother of three, Ms
LeRoy and husband Jerry,
a retired vice-principal,
are eagerly contemplat-
ing trips to Hawaii and
(Canada’s west coast.
Although eligible for
retirement two years pre-
vious, she decided to stay
on until june’s end, 2011.

“I'll be back for visits
and field trips but not to
teach, she vows.

As for a career, now
close to conclusion, Ms
LeRoy calls it "awesome”

“From a large family at
home to a larger family at
school, it's been a totally
positive experience, she
says, “I'm leaving on a
high.”

But not without a fond
farewell. She will be hon-
oured during a gather-

ing at Sleepy Hollow Golf

and Country Club, May
18 from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Former staff and students
wishing to attend should
contact Joan Hewlett at
905-640-1433

Jim Thomas is a
Stouffville resident who has
written for area newspapers
Jor more than 60 years
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absolutely sure of 2 fish (and its story) , |
consult my encyclopedia of fish - or, thanks to Betty
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. .
i
5§ . =
1 % F
L n

)

very thick and filling - and
uup--,'-';:-

1
2 4

g ’
: t

i

:

>
]
)

£
;
g

l;;

h’

78

_ DAY, |
Hours: Mon. 10:00-7:00 ~ Tues.-Thurs. 9:00-7:00 - Pri QM-?':OO
Sat. 9:00-6:00 ~ Sun. 10:00-5:00

548 Carlton Road, Unionville
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