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SPORTS

UFC 129 IN TORONTO

Pierson’s first Ontario fight to draw 55,000

BY ADAM MC LEAN
amclean®yrmg com

Saturday night’s event at the Rog
ers Centre will mark the long-awaited
Ontario debut of the Ultimate Fight-
ing Championship and will also mark
the first ime two York Region fighters
will compete in their home province.

Vaughans Mark Bocek and
Stoufivilles Sean Pierson are on the
UEC 129 fight card and both will enter
the octagon before 55,000 scream-
ing fans, hoping to make this historic
evening a winning one.

Bocek, 29, will take on former

World Extreme ( agefighting cham-
pion Ben Hendersoh in a lightweight
division bout. This match will kick-
start the évent’s main card and if you
are not attending 'the event in person,
this match is only available through
Pay-Per-View.

Bocek is coming off a dominating
submission win in his last fight, while
Saturday night will be the first fight for
Henderson since losing his WEC title.
Following that fight, the WEC merged
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with the UFC.

Henderson, 27, 1s a tackwondo
Dlack belt, while Bocek holds a black

belt in Brazilian-jiu-jitsu and kempo- -

karate. The fighter who emerges the
winner is expected to climb into the

lightweight-division’s top five fighters
and could be in line for a title shot.

FREE ON SPIKE TV

“Ben is a decent striker, he has
good cardio and he's a good wrestler,

but | don' think he’s ever faced any-

one like me before,” said Bocek in an
interview. “1'm more polished than he
is in each area of the game and [ think
that will play out,” said Bocek.

“He is a big name in the division,
s0 this i1s an opportunity | don't want
to waste,” he added.

You wont need Pay-Per-View 1o
watch Pierson fight, as his weltes
weight match against jake Ellenberg
er will be shown on Spike TV as pan
of a two-match preliminary teaser,
prior to the event switching to Pay-
Per-Viewat9pm

I'he Spike TV card starts at 8 p.m.

Picrson, 34, 1s coming off a unani-
mous decision victory in his Decem-
ber, UFC debut. A few days after that

fight Pierson had a conditional offer
loronte -

of employment with the
Police Service removed, due to con-

cerns about his former nickname;

‘Pimp Daddy” and the persona he
onte carmed as a fighter

His opponent, Jake Ellenberges, 26,

has won his last three UFC fights, two ‘

by knockout. Ellenberger will be fight-

ing on short notice, after Pierson’s
original opponent Brian Foster was -

forced off the card once doctors dis-
covered he had a brain hemorrhage.

“He's a good opponent and dan- §

gerous,” Pierson said of Ellenberger,
‘He has far more experience than

_u.hdl Brian (Hoster) had.

. “Jake (Ellenberger) is a top-20
fighterin the world. To fight Jake is a
huge step up for me. if I can win, it

-wotild vault me up in the rankings.”
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Michael Hayakawa
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SATURDAY APRIL 30, 201

10a.m. to 4 p.m.
INDOORS at the

Markham Fair Grounds
$35 per family (6 max]

$9 per person

Enjoy a day of fun
raising money for

-AI
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