Play-by-play guy
does Spirited job

emember Fos-
ter Hewitt?

Many will.

Identifywith

"~ Joe Bowen?
Most will.

So where does Rick Cal-
laghan rank when it comes
to hockey broadcasting?

With the best in the
business, Stouffville Spirit
fans say. And they're right.

Throughout the season
and, in particular the play-
offs, many have regularly
tuned in to WhiStle Radio,
102.7FM or whistleradio.
com, to catch the play-by-
play as provided by “the
voice” of our hometown
heroes.

So how did the owner-
operator of 410 Auto on
Sandiford Drive qualify for

this high-profile pesition?
Following graduation

from Stephen Leacock
Collegiate in Scarborough,
Rick enrolled in a TV and
broadcasting course at
Mohawk College in Hamil-
ton. Later, he studied auto
mechanics at Centennial
College, opening eareer
opportunities on two very
different fronts.
Rick has made the best
of both.
It was Stouffville’s Ivan
Harris, a WhiSde director,
who initally approached
sibility of calling junior
hockey action: WhiSte
had done Spirit games
since 2005, starting with
Internet-only broadcasts.
“From there, everything
fell into place,” Rick recalls.
‘His duties commenced
near the end of last winter
and carried over into the
NEwW Season.
- But theres more to it

than sitting in front of a
microphone and following
the path of a puck.

“Remembering players
names and pronouncing
those names comrectly is
important,” Rick says. And
this includes the names of
opposing players as wel| as
players from Stoufifville, he
stresses.

“Particularty when the

game is played in the other
guys bam.”

Because he refrains
from bias, listener com-
ments have been positive,
Rick says.

“It's descriptive audio,”
he states, "l call what |
soe.”

ﬁick described the’

recent Stouffville-Welling-
ton series as “spectacular”
S0 also were playoff series
with Markham and New-
market.

When the Spirit trav-
elled by bus to other towns

with Jim Thomas

late in the playoffs, Rick
went along for the ride.
After the fourth game in
Wellington, he didn't armve
home until after ] a.m. The
managers of outside are-
nas always endeavoured to

meet the stations require-
ments as best they could,

he says.

His services, as well as
all members on the sta-
tions board of directors
are volunteer. The hock-
ey crew included station
chairperson Peter Fraun-
berger, Brenda Amelard,
Fabro, Daryl Macklem,
Bob Donald and Mr. Har-
ns

Rick says he became
fully adjusted to the fact his
descriptions of games were
heard on car radios and in
homes in Stouffville.

“I managed to block
this out,” he explains.

The station, he says, is
in the process of expand-
ing its boundaries, a
cedure thats both long

Aside from broadcast-
ing Rick and wife Stacey
share other interests. Sta-

was stage r
for the recent Usbridge
production of Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat. She’ll also
serve a similar role in the
Uxpenence variety show
this spring. Rick is her
backstage assistant.

Rick served as a minor
hockey coach for sev-
eral seasons. He assists in
organizing the EastRidge
Church car show and has
several vintage automo-
biles of his own.

He's vice-president of
the Automotive After-Mar-
ket Retailers Association of
Ontario, an 800-member
organization. |

As for returning to
the hockey broadcast
booth this fall, Rick says
“1 hope”.

So do loyal listeners.

Jim Thomas is a
Stwouffville resident who has
written for area newspapers
for more than 60 years.
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Pussy willow,

available. We're continuing our 2 for $20 Phals
orchid special, and we're

hydrangea
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and frost hearty
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to offer this week:

in loads of adorable 4"

Eoroan).

$12.95 and $19.95 cach.

- Lemon Ceoconut
pans. They consist of

Fresh

our
fies all. $22.95 cach.

or $1.29 each.

$14.95 and $22.95 each.

week at...

(905) 940-17

And & usual, all these items will be featured this

Coconut Macareons - We are making both
and small ones in containers. These come di
respectively. Containers are $3.95 and large

with toasted coconut. The beaefit of being ' i
is none of the lemon goodness can oose out (as sometimes happens with the
individually wrapped oncs). Reg. $5.99 cach.

Pina Colada Muffins - My (Bvan) favourite muffin. Made with candied and
fresh pineapple with Cream of Coconut and coconut flakes. Reg. $1.69 cach.

Fruit Flaa - Strawberries and Kiwis join Pincapple on top of
vanilla custard on chocolate-brushed shortbread flan bottom. On

70
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s these are the two or three that

they have a vein or two of
we get there and section

Down Cakes - An old-fashioned favourite (just like lots
). How our cake differs from others’ is that we oaly usc fresh
with the maraschino cherries in the caramelised topping

The cake part is of delicate crumb and lightly lemon scented. Two sizes,

ing (or is it the

¢ s1ae

Bill Dawsona’s Buttertarts - If you become addicted, blame him! $5.99 for 6

25

OFF
THI
WEEK

While Supplies Last!
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IN EFFECT UNTIL CLOSING SUNDAY, APRIL 10™
Hours: Mon. 10:00-7:00 -~ Tues.-Thurs. 9:00-7:00 ~ Fri. 9:00-7:00
Sat. 9:00-6:00 ~ Sun. 10:00-5:00

548 Carilton Road, Unionville
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