Sniper fires game-winner
after three-week layoft

BY JIM MASON
ymason@yrmg.com

Justin MacDonald was dying to get on the
ice a week earlier.

Thursday, he felt like he was “dying” on it.

The former resident of Texas had enough
left to score the game-winner as the Stouffville
Spirit won 2-1 over the Wellington Dukes in
front of about 800 fans at the Stouffville Arena
Thursday. The best-of-seven Ontario Junior
Hockey League semifinal series was tied at
one game apiece.

MacDonald hadn't played a Jr. A game in
three weeks. Obtained from the Pickering
Panthers on the trade deadline, he was placed
on a Jr. C card with the Stayner Siskins, mean-
ing he had to stay with the Siskins until their
playoffs ended. That happened Sunday, the
same night the Spirit lost 2-1 in overtime in
Wellington to open the series.

“You can work out all you want, but I'm
certainly not in game shape,” he said under
a brilliant red Mohawk. “Cardio-wise, | was
dying. And then youre on the ber.ch and
(your line) gets called again. But | just have to
suck it up. You deal with it. It’s playoffs.”

MacDonald lived in Newmarket until he
was 10, then moved to Texas with his family.
They now live in Markham.

He had to watch his teammates come back
from a three-goal deficit and eliminate New-
market in overtime in Game 7 two Thursdays
ago to advance against Wellington.
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» Go to yorkregion.com for series updates this
weekend.
“I wanted so badly to be out there,” he said. —
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“When you get this far in the playoffs,
you've got to think it will be close,” he said.
“It's an automatic six or seven-game series.”

From Tavistock, near Kitchener, Ruby, 20,
wasn' drafted by an Ontario Hockey League g
team. He played two years of Jr. B with the
Stratford Cullitons before e-mailing Welling- l
ton and asking for a tryout two years ago.

Ruby and Spirit goalie Jon Hall were the l
stars of the game, drawing loud ovations from
the near packed house.

The third game was scheduled for Wel-
lington last night. Game 4 goes Sunday at the l
Stouffville Arena. Both are 7:30 p.m. starts.
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We are now registering for our

After School Program

STK's After School
Program includes:

Transportation from School to STK

~ Homework & Snack Time

~ Martial Arts Training * Various Elective
& Activities * Full STK Membership

CALL NOW!
“® 905-591-4STK (4785)

STOUFFVILLE
TAL KWONOG » KARATS

Martial arts teaches

Confidence * Self Control

Self Discipline © Respect
and how to
“Stick-To-t'"

Our award winning instructors can teach your child to
develop these outstanding Black Belt Principles:
INTEGRITY - COMPASSION - COURTESY

MODESTY - PERSEVERANCE
GRATITUDE - SELF-CONTROL
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Ask about our Gracie Jiu Jitsu

STOUFFVILLE MARTIAL ARTS ACADEMY
www.teamsmaa.com

61 Ringwood Drive, Unit 3 Stouffville, ON
_ Phone: (905) 640-7474
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Buy any Sandwich and get the fries, soup or pop free”
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MON - FRITOAM - 3PM « SAT - SUN B AM - 4 PM
Please Call For All You Catering Needs
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