- Nature-loving son

left us too early

t's not supposed to be
this way.

No child should
pre-decease his par-
ents. But, life isn'

always fair. It happens. And
it happened to us March 8.
We lost our second oldest
SON.

Four days previous,
instead of blowing out 47
candles on a birthday cake, | .

Paul lay unconscious on '

life support in. Markham Roaming Around
Stouffville Hospital, the vic-

tim of a massive stroke from  with Jim Thomas
which he'd never recover.

Paramedics and firefight-
ers did their best. So did doctors and nurses. So did his
parents, his brother and sisters. But it wasn' to be. Paul
left without even saying goodbye.

But, hopefully, he knew we were there, through
the days and into the nights, continually whispering
pravers of support during vigils around his bed.

It's a crisis no family should endure’ | |

william Paul entered this world March 4, 1964, at
York County Hospital in Newmarket. He was a robust
child, full of energy and fun. He loved playing tnicks on
his siblings and did so at every opportunity. Hockey
and softball were favourite sports.

None of us will ever forget a particular peewee play-
off game in which he scored the winning goal. There
was great celebration on his family’s side of the rink

Whatever he accomplished, both athletically and
academically, represented a challenge. For, from an
early age, his efforts were plagued by asthma, a condi-
tion requiring treatments in hospitals on both sides of
the border. On two occasions, we came close to losing
him. Fast action by firefighters and paramedics saved
his life.

Thanks to drug prescriptions and diet restrnicuons,
this medical condition improved until, except for sea-
sonal setbacks, he was virtually asthma free. But he
kept a portable puffer within easy reach.

While his participation in sports was somewhat
constrained, interest in the NHL knew no bounds. He
was a huge Maple Leaf fan. His hoots and hollers fol-
lowing every Toronto goal would almost raise the roof.
He also loved the Blue Jays. '

As with most teenagers, family trips, once antici-
pated holiday highlights, became a hittle bit tiresome.
So, with his own money, he purchased a motorcycle.
He and his Honda Nighthawk traveled thousands of
Ontario miles.

But his greatest enjoyment was a simple past-time
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value - and delicious too! From Mexico - _

—APPLE-ALLSPICE —
AUSAGES

These are made with our coarsely-ground Omega
pork with a amount of apple cider as the
moisture, some finely-diced apples, and finished
with just enough allspice to notice. It's a really mice dinner

sausage, perhaps served

with our scalloped 2o
potatoss. THIS
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This is the week that we go bananas, in a yellow
sense, unlike the green sense that we and most Irish
men (of would-be Irishmen) went last week. We'll
be baking...

Banana Cream Pies - Made with our luscious
custard mized with sliced fresh bananas in a pastry
shell. Topped with whipped cream and banana chips.
We'll be making two sizes, $5.95 and $14.95
Banana Bread - We'll be highlighting two of our
supporting characters in our banana bread cast -
Blucberry Banana and Banana Date-Pecan. $5.99
banana bread $4.49

” = The bakery folk cringe
ncw items, often with a
t list. 1 shorten it

-

of walking in the woods. Almost daily, weather permit- rich banane cabé fled with deested pecans, caramel,
ting, he trekked the trails through the Durham Forest and cream cheese icing. Further, it's finished with
in Uxbridge, continually keeping track of birds and cream driszled with caramel and
animals along the way. When detections proved inde- the Two sizes will be available

cisive, hed turn to his personal computer, and mine,
for assistance. They never let him down.

Paul’s wood walks also had hazards. On one occa-
sion, he unknowingly ventured too close to a nesting
hawk. The female, in a defensive mood, attacked,
striking him on the head. This occurrence, frightening
to some, only intensified his desire to learn more.

Paul returned to his Stouffville home at least once

unlike the real Loretta), $14.95 and $22.95.
Muffins - Made with ripe, sweet

been caramelized with rum and
ginger and nutmeg-spiced graham
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Home, Sunday.

As a further tribute to Paul’s naturalist affinities, a
second celebration is planned this spring at a site in
Durham Forest. We, as a family, can only hope some of
his favourite birds and animals will be watching.

Jim Thomas is a Stouffville resident who has written for
area newspapers for more than 60 years.
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a week. His first words always were: “Had many birds Soup. It for this. a cinnamon-scented vanilla cream cheese
lately?” 1'd give him my list and hed give me his. "PP"‘“"“ mixture, then topped with ganache.
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While They Last!

SPECIALS IN EFFECT UNTIL CLOSING SUNDAY, MARCH 20™
Hours: Mon. 10:00-7:00 -~ Tues.-Thurs. 9:00-7:00 ~ Fri. 9:00-7:00

Sat. 9:00-6:00 ~ Sun. 10:00-5:00
INDEPENODENT S48 Carlton Road, Unionville

940-1770

www.thevillagegrocer.com
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