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Editorial
Growth must
pay for itself

Can't afford 10 buy a new home in
York Region because of out-of-reach
prices, which continue to rise?

Blame your municipality, the ¢on-
struction industry says.

Homebuilder associations are ham-
mering at local governments across
the GTA over development fees, which,
they say. are escalating unfairly and

-driving potential homeowners out of

the market.

Building industry reports released
last week contend a stagnated hous-
ing market will start 1o affect munici-
pal economics and, since buyers can't
afford to pay 30-per-cent higher fees for
a home, development will be reduced
in the coming years.

It's a fact the fees have risen an aver-
age of 30 per cent over the past several
years. In York Region, the fee for a single
tamily home has climbed to $32.503
from the $24.181 since 2007, when the
region last assessed its development
charge rates.

The province says the region must
grow by 95000 people and provide
32,000 more jobs in the next several
decades. The projected cost of pro
viding infrastructure 10 meet those
demands by 2031 has more than dou-
bled 1o almost $1.8 billion

The cost of doing business in one
of Ontario’s fastest growing regions is
high. So be it. Municipalities collect
development fees from builders to pro-
vide and improve the infrastructure,
such as roads and sewers. needed to
support new growth.

Builders have enjoyed years of

record profits, while infrastructure has

detenorated and transit is overloaded,
simply unable to accommodate the
demands of thousands of new home-
OWNers pounng into our communities.

Something has to give.

Property and business owners
should not be expected to ante up even
more tax dollars 1o continue to fund
an industry that is seeing a chill for the
first time in 20 years.

Municipalities — you, the taxpayers

— had 1o begin contributing 10 per -

cent of the capital costs of transit pro
ects, libraries and community centres
n 1997, Fees could no longer be col
lected for hospitals, municipal admin-
istrative buildings or cultural facilities
Last year, the region renewed a health
tax that will collect $12 million annually
until 2031 for hospital expansions.
'here needs to be a new reality,
too, for developers. Taxpayers can't be
expected to continue to effectively sub
sidize an industry that has made mil
hons of dollars in profit in York Region.
Grrowth must pay for growth and it's
time developers paid their fair share.
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Changes to park, community
aren’t helping downtown

Re: Why can't wumn officials work
with business people?, letter to the edi
tor by Bill Bell. March 3

March 1 was a special day for our
family. Thirty years ago, my now wife
and I moved from the Big Smoke to
Stoufiville.

We rented the old Brownsberger
farmhouse on Hwy. 48 in Ringwood
It was a wonderful three years, and our
daughter’s first six months of life were
spent in this house. .

We eventually bought a place on the
cast side of Stouffville in 1983, but the
memories of that place will live on for-
ever. It was haunted, you know. Today, |
suppose the place will be known as the
Brownsberger Auto Mall |

Our family has seen a number of
changes in town during these 30 years.
We managed to attend a few events in
the old Quonset building in the town
park before it was demolished.

We played ball in the park and
attended fireworks displays on the
sports fields, before they were torm up
and replaced by a road that no one
wanted or needed. We swam in the
outdoor pool and now wonder if it's

‘staying or going

We visited the flea market every Sat-
urday, now also slated for the wrecking
ball. We saw the lone traffic light move
to Market Street, followed by 11 others
installed dunng the next few years

We now have big box stores, many
new residents, more pizza places than
| can count. a radio station, toboggan
hill nobody can find and skateboard
facility, | think '

In his letter, Mr. Bell said he was
looking for politicians without tunnel
vision, to improve on our downtown
core, something that has been ralked
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others? E-mail letters to the editor to
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about since | moved here and before

that, I'm sure.

leaning down facilities close to the
downtown core and moving them kilo-
metres away to Bethesda Road is not
the way to attract people to the core
of the town, either is making it next 1o
impossible to sign a business, so our
residents know it exists. -

We had our chance to vote in change
in the last municipal election. | know |
voted for change. | hope Mr. Bell and |
were not the only two in town who did,
but it sure seems that way.

DAVE BROOKS
STOUFFVILLE

Make-believe slogan fits

Re: Big name, small toun, jari. 22

56, Whitchurch-Stouffville needs a
new slogan? Its old one, Country Close
o the City, is dead and does not tell
people who we really are,

Here is a suggestion: Check out the
treasury department’s 2011 operating
and capital budgets and its 10-ycar
capital forecast.

After that, a new slogan springs to
mind: Land of Make - Believe.

It begs the question, how is the
treasury department going to find the
money to pay the bills?

MARGARET L. MAY
STOUFFVILLE

l".nn'of in CrHier DiREcTOR,
Debora Kelly OUPERATIONS
Barry Bluck

Businuee IRecTOR
MANAG ER AIWERTISING

Hmfl .‘.ﬂ:urkﬂ IJIE'mHUIHI"I

Niwcole Fleteher
INRECTOR,

. PRODUCTION

Jackie Smart

. |
e 8 WL GV

with ]im Mason
What are you going
to do about it?

The weather is here, | wish you
were beautiful.

— Jimmy Buffett

Most of us spend far too much
talking about climate

Beauty, we can alter, Jimmy Buf-
fett, with a haircut, facelift or big
honking pair of sunglasses.

Weather? Not so much, unless
you ve got the coin to go where the
weather suits your clothes, as anoth
er songwriter once promoted.

We can adapt to the weather. by
trading winter tires and snowshoes
for ragtops and flip-flops. at least
for a few weeks a year up here

We can complain about 1t from
November through April and. then
neglect to thank God when it turns
around.

That's us

Its a lot like community We
whine about town council deci
sions and moves by local retailers.
organizations and sports teams at
the hockey rink or Tim Hortons.
often without all the facts or any
thought of doing anvthing about it

That’s also us

Kudos to those of vou who did
your homework and went to the
town recently over issues, includ-
ing the closure of the outdoor pool.
a rural cellphone tower plan and
safety concerns for pedestrians exit-
Ing trains at the Stouffville Station.

Same goes for residents who take
take the time and have the courage
to write letters to the editor That
would be me.

Residents who see a problem
and do something about 1t are
local heroes, in my book. They 're
the pioneers who have made this
a wonderful place to hve in o
move to.

FThose who disrupt council
meetings. send anonymous et
ters,  spread unfounded gossip
and spend their lives disturbing
are more zeroes than heroes

| see snow in the weekend fore
cast. Who cares?

Jim Mason is editor of The Sun
Iribune




