~ Worlds colliding
for SDSS student

ur town
1s  rapidly
changing.

N e w
.. homes- bring
new people. New .people
sometimes retain old tra-
ditions. For many, its a
different world. Different
for natives as well as for
newcomers. Trust and tol-
erance are required.

Imagine what its like
should an Anglo-Saxon be
transplanted into India,
China or Africa

At the same time,
imagine what it’s like for.
a resident of Africa, India
. or China to be relocated
in Canada. Culture shock
1o say the least.

So what do people do?
Many take or bring their
deep-rooted cultures
with them.

So it i1s in Stouffwville. -

And so it is with Ayes-
ha Wasin, a 17-year-old
Muslim, born here but
with parentage from Sn
Lanka She's a Grade 12
student at Stouffville Dis-
trict Secondary School.

What makes Ayesha
unique is the fact she
wears a hijab headpiece
and a Nigab veil that,
together, converts to a
burga. This garment, in its
entirety, covers the entire
body except for a mesh
screen facial slot that
 reveals only her eyes.

Ayesha was five when
her parents and two
older brothers moved
from Scarborough to
Stouftville. She attended
Glad Park Public School
from Grade 1 through
graduation.

- Her father had his
heart set on farming. Her
mother wanted a home in
the country. Their dreams
have been realized. They
own a 250-acre property
near Zephyr, complete
with cows, llamas, goats,
donkeys and chickens.

Wearing a Niquab,
Ayesha explains, is some-
thing for which she
wished even as a small
girl. At age 12, she took
three months off school
to accompany her fam-
ily on a long-distance
trip that included visits
to Sri Lanka, Saudi Ara-
bia, Switzerland, Dubai
and England. While in Sri
Lanka, she became con-
vinced this garment was
meant for her. She’s been
wearing one of more than
20 different styles and
colours ever since.

While Glad Park stu
dents were accepting,
siich was not the case at
SDSS, Ayesha said. Not
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I‘m 2 hot item in our store; I i it’s because
80 time¢-consuming to make that few of us them at home.
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on sale. So come carly

Roaming Around
with Jim Thomas

initially.

“It wasn't understood,”
she recalls. “"There was
some joking around.”

But Ayesha persevered,
knowing that, eventually,
the teasing would stop.

It did. Today, through
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that we make in our store
fresh rather than frozen. It's

kitchen and hence,

quiet enlightenment,  Shoptered 140 Buits 4dbincs acrom from the il
she’s accepted by her with any of our other * of the day’. |
peers as one of their this for dinner last with a few

own.

“From the beginning,
my attire was always
acknowledged by staff,
Ayesha adds.

The concealment, for
religious reasons, poses
no complexities for Aye-
sha at school. Badmin-
ton, basketball and soccer
are favourite sports. She
doesnt wear the hijab/
nigab dress within her
family circle or when com-
muning with other giris.

“It's a symbol of equal-
ity,” she states, “where
brains are respected more
than beauty.” '

An A-student, Ayesha
plans to enroll in a bio-
medical course at the
University of Western
Ontario following gradu-
atioh in June.
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weekend to you a head start with the celebrating
(-u;;ﬂﬁmdﬁ'th;:dhﬁaiﬁa&u
the fact). be having 2 specials, because this
is ‘My Favourite Holiday’ (just like I say about every
holiday, hee, hee), cither Bailey’s Irish Cream or
making cverything else green. We'll be making...

Bailey’s Cheesecakes - Shortbread crust with 2
generous amount of Bailey’s Irish Cream in the filling
| and a littde bit of ganache swirled in. Whole thing is

topped with a mound of Bailey’s Whipping Cream and

Whilé, a modern shamrocks. Reg. $14.95 & 22.95 ca.
worship site has vyet m,'i ]dly Rolls - Chocolate ganache painted
to be established in

on the fluffy white cake sheets, drizzled with
caramel and rolled-up with Bailey’s Whipped Cream.
Reg. §15.95 ca.

Whitchurch-Stoufiville,
Ayesha and her parents
hope this will some day
be realized. At present, a
meeting place called Dar-
ul-khair centre is located
on Main Street next to

Biscottl - Ok, so Biscotti is

Ann's Fabrics. talian, not Irish, but we have made it more Irish by
For Muslims, Jum: Green Pistachios and a lot of Bailey's Irish
mahs are held Friday Reg. $2.59/100g

afternoons with prayer
times five times daily.

Beécause Ayesha has
lived 12 of her 17 years
in Stouffville, she’s grown
accustomed to life here.
But she still misses fnends
in Scarborough. However,
nothing surpasses her
love of the family farm
where she can nide a four-
wheeler = with or without
4 burga.

Jim Thomas is a
Stouffille resiclent who has
written for area nervspapers
for more than 60 years
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and beyond - to and including the very day!

SPECIALS IN EFFECT UNTIL CLOSING SUNDAY, MARCH 13™
Hours: Mon. 10:00-7:00 ~ Tues.-Thurs. 9:00-7:00 ~ Fri. 9:00-7:00
Sat. 9:00-6:00 ~ Sun. 10:00-5:00

548 Carlton Road, Unionville

940-1770

www.thevillagegrocer.com
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