RED TAG DAYS
ARE BACK!

e | i e T R T < i e B~ et S T A — S e e . e m— == —

_’ wwg
RE G

March 5, 2011 2

TOYOTA LEASE
MATURING

BETWEEN MAY 1st & AUGUST 1st?

We can waive your remaining payments
and move you into another Toyota vehicle. NOW!'
DURING TOYOTA RED TAG DAYS, you can take advantage of our lease
Pull Ahead Program and lease or purchase any brand new Toyota,

without having to worry about your remaining lease payments.
AND.... |

Take advantage of our Red Tag Days Lease or Finance Specials
PLUS our 4 Million Sold Celebration Cash Bonuses and you may
end up with lower payments!

THERE IS NO BETTER TIME THAN NOW
TO GET INTO A NEW TOYOTA VEHICLE!

CONTACT OUR SALES AND LEASING DIVISION FOR DETAILS
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Includes Freight, PDE,
Registration Program
& 4 Million Celebration Bonus

See Stouftville Toyota for details
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SAFETY SYSTEN" OF THE STAR SAFETY SYSTEM STANDARD ON EVERY NEW 2011 VEMICLE.

Six active safety features designed 10 protect occupants by helping drivers avoid accidents in the first place
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BUDGET: York politicians to vote on 1.94% increase

Tax hike would add $40
to your regional tax bill

BY DAVID FLEISCHER
dfleischer@yrmg.com

Regional councillors must decide this month

if they will move forward with a proposed 1.94-

per-cent property tax increase.

The finance committee OK'd the budget
Thursday. placing the onus on council for final
approval at its March 24 meeting,

The proposed increase works out to just
under $40 this year on a $400,000 home.

Much of the discussion around the commit-
tee table focused on a proposal by Newmarket

Mayor Tony Van Bynen (o raise the increase to
2.94 per cent, in the interests of paying off the
region’s sky- high debt.

“It could have a huge impact on the legacy
we leave for the next generation,” he said.

But most councillors were wary of burden-
ing taxpayers at the tail end of a recession and
regional chairperson Bill Fisch pointed out the
region already contributes 7 per cent of its bud-
get to long-term infrastructure replacement,
which has the same impact as paying down
debt.

“As much as I'd like the idea ... it just seems
to me the wrong time to do it,” he said.

Mr. Van Bynen agreed, adding council
should revisit his proposal.

Councillors then spent about 30 minutes

discussing a proposed $260,000 addition to the

$780-million operating budget.
* The money had been earmarked by the

transportation committee for three hirings,
including two to deal with nuisance signs, on

— Banlaupt company costs region S$1M

Two years after the bankruptcy of a ticket
kiosk chain, York Region has been forced to
write off $1 million.

More than 25 invoices to Infoplace, dating
from late 2008 and early 2009, were written off
by the finance committee Thursday.

Infoplace operated 135 kiosks Ontari-
owide, including locations at Hillcrest Mall,
Upper Canada Mall and Markville Shopping
Centre. The company sold about 10 per cent
of YRT's tickets at its outlets.

When [nfoplace filed for bankruptcy in
January 2009, York Region was owed more
than $1 milhon

About $100,000 in unsold tickets was
recovered, but $940,000 was lost.

vegister and get directions.

FIBROMYALGIA

(Acvertisement)
If you suffer from FIBROMYALGIA or CHRONIC FATIGUE then
attending this free symposium may be the most important
thing you do this year. You will discover the true cause of these
conditions and natural solutions and options you can use right
away. Many are now able to drive, take vacations, hold a job, go
to school and socialize for the first time in years. Dr. Allen Turner
Is an international speaker and lecturer who has been featured

on the Dini Petty Show, National News and Canada AM. He
will present a free symposium on Thurs., March 10 at 7:30 pm at

the Stouffville Health Centre, 6219 Main Street, Stouffville.
Call 1-866-541-2225 or email turner.wilson@rogers.com to

reg'unal streets. However, the commuittee voted
to delay the hirings.

Georgina Mayor Rob Grossi questioned the
expense, admitting while it might not be a lot
of money in the big picture, the spending still
seemed exorbitant.

York's nine municipalities are in vanous
stages of approving therr own budgets as
Markham approved a tax freeze for a third

straight year
BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS

 York Regional Police hinng 28 more officers and 10
il
* No transit fare increase

* A pre-determined 10-per-cent hike in water and
wastewater rates. A re-evaluation in the coming
months could lead to even bigger increases next year

* The opening of a new community environmental
centre in Richmond Hill

* S new mobility plus buses and 10 new YRT buses
* Rehabilitating 113 kilometres of regional roads

* Up to 52.7 million to assist in the building of a new
Toronto and Region (onservation Authority head-
quﬂmmmonmepnnmondma
municipal partners

The region was on a long list of creditors.
Ottawa was owed $2 million, Mississauga was
out more than $700,000 and Durham Region,
Toronto, the Ontano Lottery and Gaming
Corporation and Revenue Canada were also
creditors.

Mississauga continued to give tickets to
Infoplace despite continued failure to pay
bills, something that was not a problem in
York Region.

YRT tickets and passes were been sold to
Infoplace on a consignment basis, a practice
that since been eliminated.

A full review and an audit by KPMG
followed the collapse and the region now
requires credit checks on private companies
and expects cash on delivery, York Region
audit director Paul Duggan said.

— Daind Fleischer




