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Stoufiville

Pool neglected to death

Re: No money 1o fix, open
Stouffuille outdoor pool, Jan 13,

The Town of Whitchurch
seems  surprised
that “despite a growing popula
ton, there has been a marginal
decline in the pool’s use”

Well, here s a blinding
glimpse of the obvious. If they
neglect a public facility to the
point that it could constitute
a public safety nsk and then
only operate it a few hours a
day, people will go elsewhere
for a swim.

| have nothing against water

_parks, but they arent fun for all.

You can't swim laps in a splash
pad. Put them in new subdivi-
sions where they belong.

Memorial Park. once a
quaint and quiet park, has
already lost two ball diamonds
and greenspace to accommo-
date a road. Find the money to
fix the pool and make it acces-
sible for everybody.

DOUG MCGHIE
STOUFFVILLF
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Clean up Main St. snow

Maybe if there was an effon
by the town to clean up some
snow on Main Street, people
could actually park and exit
their vehicles curbside

Untl that happens, | will
just shop and have coffee over
at the Walmart mall.

HERB HOOVER
MARKHAM

Splash pads no answer

Please keep the outdoor
pool. We- already have splash
pads. They are great for little
kids, but not fun for bigger kids.

On a hot summer day i
is more fun and healthier to
be swimming outside. We get
important vitamin [) on our
skin from the sun, which builds
our bones, and swimming is
very pood exercise.

Not everyone can afford a
back-yard pool and not even
Oone can go 1o a cottage.
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Maybe windrow clearing warranted after all

et me say |'ve never been
one 1o join in criticism of the
people of southern Ontario
as snow wusses whenever a
“storm’ comes along and we

the freak out begins.

Hey, that's just not the kind of thing

you do if you're into love for your fel-
low man and celebration of our differ-
ences, nation building and unwaver-
ng patriotism, and all that stuff, as |
am, in case you have not noticed.
Truth be told, however, | was kind

“of surprised by the response last

week when the forecast was calling

- for Snowmageddon

Everyone seemed convinced
that, for the first time in the history
of meteorological prognostication,
a weather forecast would actually be
correct and we would end up buried
in our homes under 10 feet of snow
and huddled together in the dark
under the blankets after the power
went out.

(I can see the editonal cartoon: a
black box with two pairs of eyeballs
and the words, ‘Gerald, yvour nose is
all cold and shrivelled’ to which Ger
ald says, ‘That's not my nose ')

Falling snow can, in fact, be beau-
tiful.

For some reason, we tend to view it
here as nuclear fallout

At the grocery store, | saw people

Bernie O’Neill

sthcking up on snacks that included
the ever delicious dried beans, rice and
crackers, not to mention candles, bat-
teries, cat litter and bottled water.

“Not going to work tomormrow?” |
asked one man, who had this wild look
in his eves as if Hummm'&;ur‘lml were
only miles offshore

York Region [hstnct School Board
took it like a man and allowed its
schools to stay open

However, when | got my oldest to
the high school. students were leaving
the building rather than entering it

“So, is the school on?” we asked one
young man making a hasty retreat.

“Its open, but they cancelled classes
anyway,” he said, with a look of utter
disappointment hidden only by the

huge grin on his face as he entertained
visions of “shredding the gnar” (kid-
speak for go snowboarding — don't ask
me how | know this) for the remain-
der of the day — although the ski hills
on Lakeridge Road were closed, too.
(Where else do ski hills close because of
too much snow?)

Even at my younger son's school, the
building was open, but only 10 class-
mates showed up — to watch movies.

He called me at lunch asking if he
could do what five of the 10 did, which
1s take his backpack, head home and
not come back, the way a true southem
(Ontanan, born and raised, would react

I was bomn in Toronto, but spent my
childhood in Sault Ste. Marie, which
by Toronto standards is “up north™ and
is, In fact, on the eastern edge of Lake
Superior in its own little snowbelt.

50, depending on the winter, 1t can
snow there a lot.

Which would then make me one of
those jerks who felt he had the right 10
criticize others for their snowphobia.

On the contrary, | think other parts of
the country may not realize what life is
like In the GTA and how cars, commut
ing and work are part of life

INot to mention how packed the roads
can be. even on a good day. Add a layer
of grease called snow and look out

Do you own a snowblower? Not many

around here do, just doesn't snow
enough to wn& expense

Everyone on my parents’ street
owned one, except at our house, since
thats what my parents had all the
kids for, theyd tell us (there were five
of us).

Really? That's why all these babies
came into the world? To aid with shov-
elling so dad could get off to work?

Funny because once we were old
enough, we all thought it had some
thing to do with excessive smooching
on cold nights.

Up fordebate soon is windrow clear
ing — equipping trucks to clear the
mound of snow from the end of vour
driveway after the road is plowed

Let’s just say such a service would

not be cheap (in the milhons), but it

certainly sounds wanted by many

Our friends inother parts of Canada
might say that's an excessive expense

However, most of us in the big cin
don't have that five-minute commute
or the five kids to shovel or a neigh
bour with the $2,000 snowblower

You just have to put it in perspe
tve.

And also not lose your mind when
ever the snow starts to fall

Stoufville resident Bermve ('Neil! 15 3 Yors
Regron Medha Group editor




