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Comblne water park, pool complex, acting mayor says
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[uesday afternoons meeting, as
part of the group's delegation.

An online version of the petition

is posted at stouffvillepolitics.com

i “People ;dont know about this.

- I'his is just going to happen. People
(will) come to the summer and say:
‘What happened to the pool?’” said
Pamela Morin, spokesperson for
the committee.

Before moving to Stoufiville last
year, Ms Morin lived in Markham,
where she helped get the Morgan
Ppol fixed by the municipality.

People who came out in support
of saving Stouffville’s pool, cited
a vanety of reasons for why the
town should keep it. Most notably.
because it gives kids something tg
do besides play video games.
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“They 100k out the skateboard
park ... now they want to take out
the poul." Ms Morin said.

Splash pads are being proposed
to replace the outdoor pool. There
are currently four throughout the

- municipality. According to the pool-

saving committee, the pads are only
suitable for kids ages three to six.

Other pool supporters noted the
historical aspect of the facility. It
cost $40,000 in 1957 and was paid
for by local philanthropist Arthur
L atcham.

“You had a free gift for 50 years,
now you have to put arinvestment
into it,” Mr. Hargrave said. “Because
he donated it, maybe there's an
ubhgatmn from the town to keep
It going.”

Acting Mayor Phil Bannonappre-
ciates this groups passion, but said
what members have to remember
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is the pool is 53 years old.

I'he average lifespan for these
types of facilities is between 20 and
25 years, according to Rob Ray-
croft, director of leisure and com-

munity services for the Town of

Whitchurch-Stoufiville.

Although it is old and in need
of at least $980,000 worth of repair,
according to one firm, it is still pos-
sible to save it, Mr. Bannon said.

“In my mind and my direction
. it's not over until it's over. People

have the right to speak their minds

"on this decision and we must

respect their interests.”

In January, the town applied for
a $2.83-million grant 1o turn the
outdoor pool in Memorial Park into
an accessible water park.

The grant is part of the federal
governments mid-sized project
component of the Enabling Acces-
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sibility Fund program, which is
designed to assist the public and
private sectors in retrofitting or con
structing facilities that will level the
playing field and broaden opportu
nities for people with disabilities to
participate in community life.

T'he grant is available for a maxi-
mum of $3 million or 75 per cent of
a project's budget.

T'his project is estimated o cost
$3.77 million, with the town's con-
tribution $943,454.

“If we're so lucky to be recipients
of this grant, we can dedicate some
of that money to the pool,” Mr. Ban
non said.

The project consists of closing
and replacing the outdoor pool with
a multi-feature splash pad; barrier-
fre¢ washrooms/change rooms;
accessible play structures and asso-
ciated outdoor activity areas and
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a sensory garden. A portion of the
area could be transformed into a
skating rink in the winter

T'he 2007 Memonal Master
Plan dentified closing the pool
and converting the space into the
‘Stouffville Common,” according to
Mr. Raycroft.

“The plan, as prescribed by the
leisure services department, pro
vides for a water feature,” Mr. Ban
non said “In my mind, that water
feature may be a complex that pro
vides some sort of pool and splash
pad service, some sort of mix there.”

Before making a final decision,
Mr. Bannon has requested more

quotes on the cost 10 reparr the

pool.

T'he pool is not expected to open
this year as no money has been pro-
vided for its operation in the 2011
budget. according to Mr. Raycroft

e N

E NSEfééés

i.'h"-.. h‘.i ) o

INUWHY » NYRAAYH « o 10090 « HOI

S(]' & Sun- 10 3( _j;r_" d

6403 Main St
Stouftville
205 640 8494

www._thecornerhouse ca

The
Carl

of mhltchunh

L o

Live En
every "r:ﬂ.u, 1”'”

Sunday Jams from 2:30-6 2

Check our web
theearipub

6204 Main Street, Stouftville
905-642-EARL (3275)

i

da 1

{1/
i

.IIIl.q

oo Aprsaniy | ) WO UOIBIINIOA MM I L

.-Ijrl" l!'-rl;.

I.' r.




