Off-duty firefighter Gord Hooper saw smoke from a house fire in Stouffville
Monday and beat fire crews there. He helped rescue two people.
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search,” he said.

Mr. Hooper was unable to locate
the man or get downstairs because
when he touched the door lead-
ing to the basement, it burned his
hands

While heading back (o the front
door, Mr. Hooper cape upon the
husband and helped "him out of
the home.

‘I didnt really find him,” he
said.

Mr. Hooper handed the cou-

ple over to some of the numerous
bystanders who had gathered on

the street, who provided shelter
and care until EMS arrived.

“Had they not been assisted, it
was possible that they may have
perished,” said Const. Rebec-
ca Boyd, spokesperson for York
Regional Police.

With the two people being cared
for, Mr. Hooper grabbed a snow
shovel and broke the basement
windows in search of the potential
second person.

“The basement was non-surviv-
able. The basement was just roar-
ing,” he said.

PHOTOMOMAN SYDOR

Mr. Hooper doesn't know how
much time elapsed from when
he got 1o the scene and when
Whitchurch-Stouffville Fire and
Emergency Services arrived, but he
knows it wasn't long.

“The basement was
non-survivable. (It)

was just roaring.’

It took about 25 firefighters three
hours to douse the blaze, accord-
ing to Whitchurch-Stouffville Fire
and Emergency Services.

I'he blaze, which caused about
$450,000 worth of damage, was
caused by a drug lab in the base-
ment being used to turn marijua-
na into cannabis resin, or hash oil,
according to York Regional Police.

“The speed that the fire devel-
oped made me suspicious at this
ume,” Mr. Hooper said.

Mark Edward French, 29,

described as the home’s basement
occupant by York Regional Police,
has been charged with production
of a controlled substance, posses-
sion of a controlled substance and
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Classic, elegant designs a mainstay at
Modern Home Furniture

The staff at Modern Home Furniture believes
In creating a customized home environment for
every client with stylish, sophisticated, Canadian-
made furniture that is crafted by experienced
designers. The family-owned Stouffville business
has built a reputation for furniture that will make
each and every corner of your home striking and
superior.

“"We specialize in Canadian-made furniture,”
says owner Sangar Vishu. “Leather sectionals,
sofas, recliners, home theatre, bedrooms,
mattresses, dining rooms and all of it in any size
and any colour.”

Modern Home Furniture is also home to the
most popular brand names in the business,
including Palliser, Simmons, Brentwood Classics,
Durham, College Woodwork, Stylus, JIM and
Buhler.

"All of these wonderful products come in many
different styles and configurations,” says Sangar.
“We can make them in any size and colour. even
to fit basement apartments.”

Whether vyour
country or

For trendy,
furniture that
space, visit:

taste is casual, traditional,
contemporary, Modern Home

Want to get your word out to ALL of Stoutfville?

Your Sun-Tribune gets the job done.

Furniture provides timeless, classic elegance in
dining rooms,
rooms and kitchens.

In reaching out to new clients in York Region,
Modern Home Furniture is offering some unusual
savings on their product lines for the next week

“All our furniture will be available for anywhere

. from 20 per cent to 40 per cent off,”
‘And we're also offering double-size. pillow-top
queen mattresses for only $499.°

bedrooms. family rooms, living

says Sangar.

long-lasting and fashionable
adds enthusiasm to your living

Modern Home Furniture

al

5402 Main Street, Unit 6

or call them at
905-642-0024

Sun-Tribune

Firefighter aided in 2007 rescue

breach of probation

Along with sustaining supertf
cial burns to his hands, Mr. Hoop-
er suffered from smoke inhala
tion, which he was treated for at
Markham Stouffville Hospital

This is not the first time M
Hooper has jumped into action
while off duty.

In 2007, Mr. Hooper was one
of the first people to come upon
a single-vehicle accident in which
a mans car plunged down an
embankment, flew through the air
and landed on its roof in a farmer’s
pond north of Claremont

Mr. Hooper, along with another
firefighter, helped organize the res
cue effort, which included a num-
ber of people forming a human
chain and using their feet to sweep
the water for the body

The driver was found outside the
vehicle in about five feet of water
Mr. Hooper pulled the mans body
10 shore, where he and another
firefighter tried to resuscitate him
to no avail

with Nes from Torstar News Service
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'905-642-9983

A AN AR & S LN,V

Unsurpassed Products
f:l'-.uilt,,
Unbeatable Prnces
Lifetime Warranty's
L cal Company You

.an Depend On

905_.472.91'_7_’8

Workmanship

Since 1947

* Flexible
Payment Plans *

77N

.}mluxmw.
- EAVES/SIDING “
J VINYL WINDOWS

- ENTRANCE/PATIO DOORS

Showroom: 166 Bullock Dr..
Unit 1, Markham

Call our advertising consultants today at 905-640-2612 to find out how easy and atfordable it is to advertise.
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