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- When ‘we get this guy is the only time I'm going to get closure

Mouthtlie Sun-Tritbune wuw.vnrkregion.cum B ] hursday |

' r”l

L]

Centenary Hospital,

“trom what the witness said, (the vehi
cle) appeared 10 sont of slow, then aceel
erate again and mumed north onto what
we believe is the Ninth (Line),” said York
Regional Police Const. Mark Walton of the
collision reconstruction unit.

Const. Walton discovered the case last |

year while working on other reconstruc
Hon cases and decided it was time to revisit
it

The only clues, then and now, were red
and grey paint chips found on the girls
clothing

Thanks to advancements in technol-
Ogy, last year Const. Walton re-submitted
their clothing to the Centre of Forensic
Scences.

What came back was a list of about 12
potential vehicle types, although these are
not the orily possibilites.

“Our hope is somebody from the com-
imunity may be aware of somebody around
this area that was driving those vehicles
that may have potentially been involved
and come forward at this time,” he said.

I'he list of potental cars include: 1964
and 1965 Ford Mustangs, 1968 and 1969
Mercury Comet, Cougar and Montego as
well as the 1969 Ford Mustang and 1970
tord alcon and Mustang. -

“Id like to think that with the commu-

nity behind us. we'll be able 10 figure out -

who did this,” Const. Walton said
Bill Blundell, one of Sheryls younger

brothers, would like nothing more than 1o
know who killed his sister.

UonNn 1 catcn

Special Furnace

You cant replace what vou've lost,
sdidd Mr Blundell, who was seven when his
sister died

That might, Mr. Blundell and their
then-three-year-old brother Bruce stayed
behind with the babysitter.

‘A short time after the girls had left, My
Blundell heard the fire trucks roar by

"At the age of seven years, you're totally
Hekled pink when you see fire trucks go by
your house,” he said.

I'he trucks stopped only a few blocks
away from their home.

Shortly thereafter, Mr. Blundell recalled

someone coming to their door to tell them

about the accident.

‘SHE’S NOT COMING HOME’

~I'he babysitter got hysterical,” he said.
“I had no idea how serious it was”

‘I didn't realize what had happened.
For weeks and weeks | kept asking my
mom when (Sheryl) was coming home.
Shed say: 'Bill, she’s not coming home,””
he recalled. “Many nights [ cried myself
o sleep. What my mother said was true.
She wasn't coming home. | didn't want 10
belicve it.” | |

AN investigation was taunched.

A $2500 reward by the police com-
mission was even offered for information
leading to the arrest and conviction of the
person responsible. It was never claimed.

In 1978, it looked like the case would
finally be solved. A Stouffville man in
his 20s was amrested. But there was not
enough evidence to charge him, according
to Const. Walton.

In 1988, a Crimest
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was aired on television. Tips came in. They
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were Tollowed up on, buttagain, nothing
concrete came from them. The same thing
happened a year later when the chip was
re-aed

‘s a small town: Somebody knows
samething, Mr. Blundell said. “ You cannot
keep a secret. People cannot keep a secret
torever. They have to.tell somebody.”

Phat, along with 4 more narrowed
scope on the vehicle, is what Const. Walton
is hoping will finally close this case.

‘I think it needs to have a successful
conclusion. I'm sure the family would like
10 see that and so would |, Const. Walton
Sakd.

Ms Sprague, now 48, lives in Osha-
wa and has two children and a grand-
daughter

Iwice a year - on the anniversary of the
accident, keb. 6 and on Sheryl's birthday,
Oct. 6- Ms Sprague visits her best fniend at
the Claremont Cemetery

‘I often wonder how my life would be
different if she were here. She’s always in
my thoughts,” she said.

In 1979, the Blundells moved 1o
Uxbridge. About a vear ago, Bill Blundell
moved into a new home in Uxbridge.
Unbeknownst to him, one of Sheryls
friends is now his neighbour.

I'heir mother, Beverly, died about a
year-and-a-half ago from cancer.

She wasnt afraid to die because she
was going to visit her daughter and her
other family that died.” Mr. Blundell said

Mother and daughter are bunied just a
few teet from each other

On Jan. 27, Ms Sprague and the Blundell
family saw each other for the first time in

“nearly 40 years for a photo arranged by The
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Policé Commission offers reward of $2 500"

for information leading to hit -and-run arrest

Trnp to the store
ends in tragedy
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"It was very hard. It just brought back a page of the
lot.” Ms Sprague said. “I broke down. Until Feb. 15.
we get this guy, is the only time I'm going 1973 Tri-
to get closure, | think.” bune car-
ried stories
¥ you have nformation on this unsoved case on Sheryl
contact Const Mark Walton at 9058300303 et Blundell’s
7704 or Const Steven Higho at ext. 2930 Or cal death

Cnmestoppers at I&I}EQZFP{S_

COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE

WHEN
February 15, 2011
from 6:30 p.m. 0 8:00p.m.
Presentations will be held &t
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only $99.99

over

6:30, 7200 and 7:30 p.m.
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DID YOU KNOW? Without proper maintenance,
your furnace could cost you more on your
heating bills. Regular maintenance also

. ensures your I"urna{‘t\w).rruling safely, and
includes a check for carboh monoxide leaks. ..

Further, it extends the life of yvour furnace.

Call to book an appointment today.
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