SPORTS: WSMHA, OMHA host meetings on proposals

BY MICHAEL HAYAKAWA
mhayakawa @yrmyg com

Could rep teams from the Whitchurch-
Stoufiville Minor Hockey Association raise
their classificabon to AA from the current
Astatus?

Considering how the Town of
Whitchurch-Stwoufiville continues to grow
in population and with two double-pad
indoor facilitiés now for their rep minor
hockey program, it's inevitable such a
" change will take place at some point in
the future.

But 1t could take place far sooner-than
anticipated.

‘Don Easter, Whitchurch-Stouffville
Minor Hockey Association president, said
such a move could be predicated on pro-
posed changes 10 Ontario Minor Hockey
Association regulations governing resi-
dency and player movement.

Speaking before a gathenng of parents,
coaches and association board members
at a WSMHA town hall meeting Monday
on this subject, Easter noted the pro-
posed changes, if ratified by a special
general meeting of OMHA members jJan.

23, would allow players 11 years of age .

and older to try out, and if successful, play
for a rep team at the AA centre nearest to
their residence.

If approved, the new regulations would
come into effect starting next season.

With Whitchurch-Stoufiville currently
categorized as an A centre and bordering
on five AA centres, Mmmd bevulncr
able tp losing players.. -, |

Right now,- Whitchurch- Stouﬁ’wllc
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DON EASTER: Minor hockey presi-
dent says local teams could lose
players to area AA centres

players can jump from A to AAA but not
AA.

In tum, this could have a negative
impact on the Clippers’ rep program if a
number of the more skilled players left to
play on AA teams in neighbouring centres
with the intention to seek higher calibre
competition.

“l1 think most people accept the idea
that allowing players to compete against
players of similar ability is a good thing
for all concermed, and therefore the pro-
posed changes have merit,” Easter said.
"However, it’s pretty sobering to think
that for reasons of geography our Clipper
teams could be less capable of compet-

ing against other A centres which are less °

likely 10 lose their hetter players 1o AA.”
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- Edmunds Home Im RM?

WINTER INCENTIVE PROG

If you are waiting until spring to replace windows, doors,
roofing, eaves or siding, perhaps it's time to think again

Edmunds Home Improvements can perform any
installation, through the winter season. working around
harsh weather. as required

CLIPPER TEAMS COULD GO AA

During the meeunp,, it was suggested
the WSMHA should consider applymg for
a AA designation as a means of providing
local players with an opportunity to com-
pete agal
while still playing for their home town.

Easter acknowledged that applying to
the OMHA for a AA categorization was a
possibility the board might at least have
to consider if, as expected, the new regu-
lations are ratified Jan. 23.

He noted moving to AA was part of the
board’s medium-term thinking.

But such a decision might now have to
be taken sooner rather than later.

While disappointed in what he felt was
a low number tumout for the meeting,
Easter felt it served a good purpose.

‘I think the meeting accomplished
what we hoped it would,” he said. “It
would have been nice to see more fami-
lies represented as we have close to 300
rep players in our association.

“But those who did attend were cer-
tainly ehgaged, asked some great ques-
tions and werent shy in terms of provid-
ing their opinions — not onlyas it related
to new regulations, but how our associa-
tion might proceed should these changes
be adopted™

With Whitchurch-Stouffville eligible
to send up to 21 delegates to the Jan. 23
OMHA meeting, the session also provid-
ed an opportunity for potential delegates
to obtain first-hand feedback from mem-
bers regarding the proposed changes.

drips and dangerous ice buildups

For clog-free drainage Edmunds recommends ‘Alurex’
Gutter Protection. A great value that reinforces the eaves

and minimizes maintenance
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Spirit streak at 8

The Stoufiville Spirit did not get off to the best

~ of starts when they played host to the Mississauga

Chargers in their Ontario Junior Hockey | eague
game at the Stouftville Arena Thursday.
Trailing 2-0 after 20 minutes appeared to serve
as a wake up call for the Spint, who erupted for four
unanswered goals in the second period and added
another two in the third en route to a 6-3 win.
Helping the Spirit record their eighth straight win
was an eflective power play, which converted four of 10
opportunities, including three in the second period
A power-play goal by Christian Finch just over two
minutes into the second launched the comeback
With the Spirit enjoying a two-man advantage just
a little over six minutes into the period, Matt Neal
scored to tie the game.

POWER PLAY CLICKING

Just 49 seconds later, Drake Caggiula scored with
the man advantage to give the Spint the lead for
good. Paul Geiger then lit the red Light just 13 sec-
onds later to give the Spirit a 4-2 lead

After the Chargers scored before the period con-
cluded to cut their deficit to within a goal. the Spirit
got a goal from Brennan Serville at the 4:30 mark to
restore their two-goal margin at 5-3

A power-play goal by Trevor Carrick with close 1o
four minutes remaining in the third period rounded
out the scoring.

Recently acquired netminder Jon Hall made his
debut for the Spirit and handled 21 of 24 shots. The
Spirit fired 38 shots on the Mississauga net.

Now 24 wins, two overtime wins, one shootout
win against eight losses, three shootout losses and
one overtime loss for 55 points, the third-place Spint
moved to within three points of the second-place
Markham Waxers in the North Division.

After yesterday’s game in Collingwood. the Spinit
will host the Orangeville Fyers at the Stouffville
Arena Sunday at 2:10 p.m.
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Quality Products
Great Service
Affordable Pncing
All Work Guamni*m.

64 Sandiford Dr__Stoufiville. Unit 12
805-642-3217 » 416-677-3835

Book your home improvement between January 1 and
March 1, 2011 and take advantage of the lowes! prices
of the year combined with manufacturers’ specials on
select products

lf a new roof is in order. consider CRC Architectural
fibreglass shingles for excellent durability and curb-
appeal. Be sure to guard against ice-dam concerns with
a good quality underlayment. A small investment for
peace of mind’ -

SANDY’S AUTO
SERVICE LTD.

Visit Edmunds’ showroom today to view quality
‘Canadian’ window, door, siding and roofing products
Discover their updated window collection from 'Ostaco’
and 'Vinylbilt', featuring greater colour selection, allergy
and high visibility screens, noise retardant glass and the
latest ‘energy-star’ rated glazings

Don't suffer through another winter with drafty
windows, of risk getting a leak from melting snow. Book
your installation now and enjoy comfort and security for
years lo come ‘

Frort Brake Repiacemert + Rear Brabe Qepiacs men
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176 Bullock Dr., #8, Markham 905-204- 3868

NOt 10 be UBSE P COMMICROr WP Aty Ther e
4 GST sxta. OFer eaperes Jaruary 11 201

I R S e R
To advertise in

'FOCUS
ON
BUSINESS
call

905-640-2612

Call Edmunds Home Improvements at

Edmunds cames a beautiful range of steel and fibreglass
doors from ‘Trutech’ and 'Ostaco. Mix and match
‘caming’ and glass options to create a custom look that
will meet your needs for both light and privacy

Looking for a sliding patio door that flﬁrr:hlgi‘l end
appearance, smooth and secure operation and keeps
out the cold? We have it' The ‘Moose’ patio door from

‘Ostaco’ is one of the strongest and best valued patio
doors on the market
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Prefer the look and feel of wood? Edmunds is now an

authorized dealer for PELLA products - ’ — | h |

905-472-0276 for a free, no obligation, estimate, or

drop by their newly expanded showroom at
166 Bullock Dr, Unit #1, Markham.
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905.472.9178

Eliminate drafts and cold spots with insulated siding
from ‘Gentek’, available in over a dozen colours and
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