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Lawyer seeks balance in Hwy. 48 hit-and-run sentencing

BY JOE FANTAUZZI
fantauzzi@yrmg com

The new lawyer of a man
convicted of failing to remain at

the scene of a fatal Whitchurch-
Stouffville crash is looking for bal-
ance when his client is sentenced

- later this month.

Defence lawyer Jason Rabino-

vitch was retained by Omar Sharef
Hassan after the Toronto man's trial
lawyer asked to be removed from
his case. Mr. Hassan was convicted
of failing to remain at the scene of
a crash that resulted in the death of
|6-year-old Whitchurch-Stoufiville
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resident Matthew Bobbett.

Mr. Hassan has not been found

responsible for causing Matthew's
death and the penalty he receives
should reflect that, Mr. Rabinovitch
told the York Region Media Group.

A charge of criminal negligence
causing death, laid against Mr.
Hassan, was dismissed.

The sentence should balance the
best interests of the community and
Mr. Hassan, Mr. Rabinovitch said

“Any time there’s a loss of life in
any matter, whether it is criminal

- or otherwise, makes it difficult for

who have lost a loved one and the

sympathies of everyone go out to
them,” he said. |

Mr. Hassan, who sat with his
lawyer during a brief hearing at the
Newmarket courthouse Thursday,
is to be sentenced at the Newmar-
ket courthouse Jan. 22..

Mr. Hassan was convicted in

()u:mbet but sentencing hearings
were delayed in late November after
Cham Gill asked Justice Edwin Min-
den to remove him from the case.
While the reasons for the request
have not been disclosed, Justice
Minden told the court the content
of a pre-sentence report called into
question if Mr. Hassan should be
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The York Catholic District School Board is now accepting registrations for

Junior and Senior Kindergarten for the fall of 2011

We look forward to registering your child at your local Catholic school or at our
Admissions Office, Catholic Education Centre, 320 Bloomington Road West in Aurora.
To register, please bring the following original documents
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Please visit our website for a list of schools
providing full-day kindergarten classes, as well
as details about the registration process for those

classes

For dates and times, please call your local
school or contact our Admissions Office

at 905-713-2711 or 416-221-5050
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represented by a diflerent lawyer.
Penalties for leaving the scene
of a collision range from a fine and
licence suspension to a maximum
six-month prison term, according

to the Highway Traffic Act.

-~ Matthew was killed in 2002 after
being hit by a car as he walked

- with friends along Hwy. 48 near St.

jJohn's -Sideroad, north of Ballan-
trae, Aug. 25.

He was struck by a Ford Mus-
tang and died a short time later.

Matthew's father Larry has said
the loss of his son left him “emo-
tionally violated”.

Despite evidence at the scene,

which included two crucial DNA
samples found on broken glass
from a vehicle windshield, police
were unable to identify the dnver,
Ontario Provincial Police said.

While Mr. Hassan was driving
the car every day, he wasnt listed on
the ownership because he couldn?
afford to insure the Mustang, OPP
Insp. Scott Naylor said.

Mr. Hassan and a friend agreed
he would drive the car, but the
friend would pay the insurance,
with the promise of reimbursement
by Mr1. Hassan, Insp. Naylor said.

The car was reported stolen

after the crash, he added.
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