Time for our own

‘school trustee

ho cares
about
educa-
tion?
When
related to
Whitchurch-Stouffville
politics, the answer is
few. Never has been and
maybe never will be.

Monday’s election was
a sad example.

I suggest 70 per cent
of voters couldn't identify
the public school trustee
incumbent. 1 also suggest
80 per cent didnt know
the name of her oppo-
nent. And some, | suspect,
didn'’t vote for either.

It's a sorry state.

This apparent lack of
interest exists despite the
fact, in the public sector
alone, the York Region
board serves more than
110,000 students plus
10,000 administra-
tion and teaching staff
and 179 schools in nine
municipalities with an
annual operating budget
exceeding $1 billion.

This adds up to a size-
able share of your tax
bill.

Part of the problem
here, 1 think, is the fact
the area served by a sin-
gle trustee is far too large.
How, I ask, is it physi-
cally possible for a trustee
living in East Gwillim-
bury, to cope with edu-
cation requirements in
Whitchurch-Stouffville?

Or visa-versa? Each
municipality needs its
own representative.

Admittedly, @ when
it comes to bricks and
mortar, our town has
fared well with three
recently erected elemen-
tary schools and one new
secondary school — with
more on the way. No
cause for complaint.

However, when it
comes to putting a face
to a name, most draw
blanks. This undoubtedly
occurred inside many
ballot booths Monday.

It's time to change
archaic rules and regu-
lations and return
some personal status to
Whitchurch-Stouffville’s
obscure school trustee
election scene.

Valet parking a hit

Valet parking is com-
mon in Toronto. The
Royal Agrlcultural Winter
Fair has it. Several hotels
have it, too.

But in Stouffville?

Yes, believe it or not, in
Stouffville.

Back in September, this
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service was introduced at
the O’Neill Funeral Home
by managing director Pat-
rick Leblanc. With amaz-
INng success.

The way it works,
when a driver stops at the
funeral home entrance,
he or she is approached
by the manager or one
of several staff employees
and the parking service is
offered.

If the driver agrees, the
vehicle is driven to a loca-
tion on Park Drive, across
from Latcham Hall. A
shuttle van brings the
employee back.

When the drivers
ready to leave, he/she
provides five minutes’
notice. The car’s immedi-
ately returned.

Utmost care is taken,
Mr. Leblanc assures.
The owner’s name is
recorded along with the
vehicle’s make, colour
and license number. The
tagged keys are secured
in a lock box.

The service is fully
insured. All staff are
radio-equipped. No fee is
charged.

During winter months,
valet parking will be
even more appreciated,
Mr. Leblanc thinks. The
attendant will remove
frost and snow from the
windows and make sure
interiors are warm.

“It's particularly con-
venient for the elderly
or the physically chal-
lenged,” Mr. Leblanc said,
“their thanks and smiles
say it all. Responses have
all been positive.”

Before the program
could begin, clearance
was needed from the
municipality.

“The town’s been very
supportive,” he said.

Will the service con-
tinue?

“By all means,” he
said. “Patrons love it. It's
here to stay.”

Jim Thomas is a
Stouffville resident who has
written for area newspapers
for more than 60 years.
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sometimes to me.
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bit of our bacon and chicken stock. It’:am
soup, and I've become so hungry
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ADVENT CALENDARS

| Our beauty Rogers Chocolate Advent
/' Calendars are now in, as well as a good
/  selection of other chocolates from this famous
store in Victoria, B.C. If you’ve ever been there,
you’llknowthatit’latmcmumtreofﬂu
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W:v: received another load of | It's scary this week in our bakery. What about....

~ so there are lots of | BOSTON SCREAM PIE - It’s not actually a pie
choices ~ large, medium — and | at all, but a cake. Spooky, ¢h? There are layers of
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grown seedlings and greens.
thcydcﬂciommthmuwnnght,

thr. ‘Carbon Fo« t’ is minimal,

secing that they’re grown in Gormley.

PERCH!

These are considered by many to be one of
eaﬂng&uhmﬁsh.’l‘heﬂﬂhu

pleasant mild flavour. The fillets are rather

small, so grilling isn’t really an option
here... pan-frying is the best method, and
dontwcrmkthm If you want to get
Doreen excited start talking about this, but
be sure you have lots of time - it’s her fave

fish. Arriving Friday morning.
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This is actually a fairly mild sausage which will go wﬂhahutuym:hmt
that wﬂ,mddhguwhﬂ.lmllywmm
ﬁ:uwhileﬁm,mdjuuﬁnﬂm on the ‘que’, If
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those lately, these can be cooked and cut into a pasta just as

mﬂy hs- $4.99/1b.

haveanhdmfumﬂ-,nll
ﬂlhlmnkm’w our Moroccan
Couscous Salad. We start with couscous
of course, and season it with cashews,
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raisins, dates, mixed pepper cubes,- a misty white chocolate mousse, caramel and
white onion, fresh mint and a bit of decorated with ‘dirt’ and
hot saucg, all seasoned-up in a saffron- $15.95

.dnd less PUMPKIN PIES - Owur
Our kitchen folk have made a Chickpea
and Sundried Tomato Hummus. When $1295 pumpkin pie dm‘“‘lﬁ"ﬂ"m
they brought it for me to try, I was Reg.
apprehensive - hummus is up there We will feature all
with lentils for me — but before long, I these items at ..
I ¥ P.S. We will also have copious amounts of decorated
Smof:myfonroftheir Halloween in both chocolate and
- and - vanilla, Halloween painted cookies in cither
We’ll have a feature happening on our ginger or sugar — and lots more scary stuff.

SPECIALS IN EFFECT UNTIL CLOSING SUNDAY OCTOBER 315"
Hours: Mon. 10:00-7:00 ~ Tues.-Thurs. 9:00-7:00 ~ Fri. 9:00-7:00
Sat. 9:00-6:00 ~ Sun. 10:00-5:00

548 Carlton Road, Unionville

940-1770

www.thevillagegrocer.com




