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BY MICHAEL HAYAKAWA
m huyu kawa @yrrﬂg, com

One day does not constitute an
entire seasorn.

But what second-year Stouftville
Spirit head coach Craig Donovan

observed of his players when they’

reported for the first official day of
training camp Sunday, he was thor-
oughly impressed with.

With close to 40 hopefuls in
attendance, the Spirit underwent
fitness testing and dryland training
at strength and conditioning coach
Randy Smith’s BodySmith facility in
Gormley. Later that same day, they
skated and played an intrasquad
game at the Clippers Complex.

Catching Donovans attention
was the off-season commitment.

‘I thought things went pretty well
Sunday.  was definitely pleased with
most of the guys. It’s evident a lot of
them worked their tails off during
the summer to get in shape. 1 was
pleased with their conditioning.

“Theyre way ahead of what I
saw a year.ago. That'’s a positive,”
he said.

Donovan was quick to note It
also helped that of the players in
camp, a good number are core play-
ers who were with the club a year
ago. That, he said, was far different
from his first training camp a year
ago in which there were plenty of
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SPORTS: Pre-season schedule opens tonight in Stouffville

Spirit Jr. A players arrive in shape

new faces after the club came oft a

subpar season.

Among those back in the fold
were defencemen Brennan Ser-
ville, Daniel Fitzgerald and Chris-
tian Finch and forwards Matt Neal,
Declan Gunovski, Andrew Doyle,
Chris Porter and Tyler Ferry. There
were more.

“It definitely helps that we have
some returning players this year
and that’s for the better,” he said.
“We're happy that a lot of the guys
who were first- or second-year guys
last year are back and are growing
together.”

While training camp is In Its
infant stages, Donovan feels the
strength of this years team lies In
their defence and up front.

In adding a year of experience to
those who are returning along the
blueline and forward lines, Dono-
van remains cautiously optimistic.

Where the biggest concern could
be is in goal. Especially since the
Spirit lost the services of Kori Coel-
ho, who was the Central Canadian
Hockey League’s most valuable
player last year.

“It'll definitely be tough to replace
Kori,” conceded Donovan.

The Spirit has three netminders
In camp.

With training camp continu-
ing during the week, the Spirit will
make their pre-season schedule
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Team trainer Randy Smith of BodySmith looks on as Luke Anderson holds
the feet of Joseph Chemello during opening day of Spirit training camp.

N
Spirit hope-
£ols Kurts
Gabriel (left)
and Robbie
Acton chat
debut tonight when they host the while spin-
Markham Waxers u.t‘the Stouffville ning during
Arena at 7:30 p.m.wl he clu_bs meet fitness testing
again at Mark'ham Centennial Arena for the T A
Saturday at 7:30 p.m. '
After thpse two pre-season con- hﬂckey \eam
tests, Donovan intends to trim his at BodySmith
roster down to 25 or 26 players. in Gormley
“After that we'll try to make a final Sunday.

decision on our roster,” he said.
STAFF PHOTOS/NICK IWANYSHYN
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Caldwell® The
Lead Sled®

Limit 2 per customer.

1729831

g 0 _. Remington.

- 12 ga. or 20 ga. only - #7.5 or 8 shot size
25 rnunds per box - Limit 50 per customer

& Columbia
SPECAL BUY!

53994

Columbia® Cedar
™ Jacket

1 Innovations IR2

Game (amera . Quiet and comfortable  SIPECIAL BUY!

- 20MP lined jacket e

+ Infrared flash « Avallable In 3 patterns S Plano® Ammo (Can
* Fully programmable 48135080, 48135288, Limit 2 per customer.

48135332 1734624

SATURDAY » AUGUST 21 — ONLY!

$199%4 _
Big!agﬂﬁtt?-kﬁanger syoans

Fold-up gear hooks screw into the tree to hold bows, optics, and other
essentials. Main hook is vinyl-coated. 23" extended. 1722324
Limit 4 per customer.

* Helght: 17" to shooting rall

* Flip-up padded shooting rall

« Weight: 50 Ibs.

- Max. weight capacity: 300 ibs.

- Includes full-body safety harness
» Limit 2 per customer

T SUNDAY © AUGUST 22 — ONLY!
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Savage 64F
Semi-Auto Rimfire Rifle

- 22 LR. - 20.25" barrel
- Black Synthetic/Blued
» 10 rd. capacity
- Detachable magazine
. Imlt 1 per customer

SPECIAL BUY!
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purchase of a Remington® firearm.

| | No mail, phone, internet, COD orders, or dealers, please. Bass Pro Shops® reserves
| the right to limit quantities. Please be aware that descriptive, typographic, or
| | photographic errors may sometimes occur, and are subject to correction.  goya1e87
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