SPORTS: CIS hockey has Stouffville flavour
Once Spirit youngsters,

Conway, Speers shoot
for CIS supremacy

BY JIM MASON
ymason@yrmg.com

THUNDER BAY - Neil Conway
and Dan Speer share a unique spot
in Stouffville hockey history.

The only two under-aged play-
ers in the 15-year history of the
Stouffville Spirit Jr. A team have
never met.

They may get that chance this
week as their teams vie for the Cav-
endish CIS University Cup here in
northwestern Ontario.

. Conway, 22, has grabbed the
starting netminder’s job while earn-
ing straight A’ in the classroom dur-
ing his first year at Saint Mary’s Uni-
versity in Halifax.

Speer, 25, will complete his five-
year run with the host Lakehead
University Thunderwolves this
weekend. He'll finish his MBA this
summer.

Both played for the Spirit as 15-
year-olds (Speer was actually 14,
two months shy of his birthday)
back when players under age 16
were allowed to play Jr. A in Canada,
then played in the Ontario Hockey
League.

“I've seen a lot of North America,”
said Conway after practice at the
Fort William Gardens Wednesday.

In order, his hockey passport has
stamps from Cleveland, Pittsburgh,
Stouftville, Owen Sound, Green Bay,
Oshawa and Halifax.

“I wouldn't have guessed I would
end up at Saint Mary'’s in a mil-
lion years,” the Ohio product said.
“When I played in Stouffville, I didn't
even know what the CIS was. There
were a lot of ups and downs in the
OHL. But this couldn’t have worked
out better.”
~ Named to the national all-rook-
ie team this week, he is the only
American on the six teams shoot-
ing for the Canadian championship.
Conway’s parents and brothers are
here to see him play for the first time
this season.

As he does for his business
courses, Conway did his homework
before landing at Saint Mary’s.

Brock was another possibility and
a few other Atlantic schools showed
interest, but he knew Saint Mary’s
would likely need a new goalie next
season. Even so, he wasn't counting
on becoming the starter and help-
ing his team to the national cham-
pionship tournament.

“We rotated our goaltenders all
year — until Neil got hot,” said Saint
Mary’s head coach Trevor Stienburg,
who is as impressed with his rookie’s
save percentage (.936 to lead the
nation in the playoffs) as he is with
his grade point average (4).

“I've got to figure out how I can
get him to fail some classes so I can
keep him around longer,” the coach
said, tongue in cheek. “Neil is just so
passionate, maybe too passionate.

“If people (in Stouffville) want
to know how to be successful, just
spend a few days in Neil Conway’s
shoes.”

Depending on who is telling
the story, Stoufiville resident Cory
Tanaka is either following Conway’s
shoes or protecting them.

The pair met in Grade 10 at
Stouffville District Secondary
School.

“He needed a bodyguard in high
school,” Tanaka said. “Still does.”

Theyre rookie roommates in
their Halifax dorm, classmates in biz
school and teammates on the ice.

Tanaka had offers to play at
schools across the country after five
years at Belleville and Plymouth in
the Ontario Hockey League.

“CIS hockey is pretty similar to
the OHL,” he said. “Most of the play-
ers are from the O or the (Quebec
Major league).”

He's been a key contributor in
the playoffs, his coach said.

Another rookie on Saint Mary’s is
ex-NHLer Mike Danton.

He spent more than five years
in jail, including time in a north-
ern Minnesota prison just south of
here, for his part in a murder-for-
hire plot.

The Brampton native is draw-
ing plenty of media attention here,
but in the dressing room he’s just
another Husky.

“Just one of the guys,”
said.

After one season in Spiritland,
Speer played Jr. A in Collingwood
then in Sudbury and Barrie of the
OHL. As a 14-year-old, he was more
highly regarded than future NHLer
and Olympic gold medallist Eric
Staal.

Both were born in Thunder Bay
In 1984.

“Danny has really matured a lot,”
Lakehead coach Joel Scherban said.
“He’s always been a skilled player,
but his overall game has improved.
And hes taken on a leadership
role.”

Speer, the third-highest scorer in
school history, hopes to play pro in
Europe next season.

First, hed like to hoist the nation-
al championship trophy tomorrow
night here in his hometown.

“The five years went by so quick-
ly,” said Speer, who sports a magnifi-
cent playoff beard. “I think I put up
pretty good numbers, but the only
thing that’s missing is (the Canadian
title).”

Tanaka

Rogers Sportsnet (channel 32 in
Whitchurch-Stouffville) is broadcasting the
last three games of the CIS championships.
loday, Saint Mary’s and McGill play at 2 p.m.
and Lakehead and Alberta play at 7 p.m. The
championship is on Sunday at 7 p.m. The
other teams taking part are Manitoba and
Irois-Rivieres.

Former Stouffville Spirit Neil Conway will be one of the stars at
this weekend’s CIS hockey championship in Thunder Bay. The St.
Mary’s University netminder’s .936 save percentage is best so far
during the university league’s playoffs. He is one of two former

Stouftville players in the tournament. The other is Dan Speer, who
plays for Thunder Bay’s Lakehead University.

REGISTRATION

* Recreational Softball
* Male & Female Divisions

* Players born in 1985-1993
* Optional competitive
select divisions

e Play weekly

e Class A Lit
Diamonds

e May - August

Midget Junior Ladies play Thursdays
Midget Jr. Mens play Wednesdays
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Stouffville District Secondary School

Every Tuesday from March 30th until June 8th
- from 6-7 PM (excluding April 8th)
Ages 7-14 (Co-ed)

Il fletchy@sympatico.ca

705-985-3489 o

You don't have to
be on the street!
Are you 15-19 years old

and need a place to stay

thways

This message
service of The Stouffville Sun Tribune

| while you sort things out?

Contact us at
Pathways at
(905) 471-7877
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enriched home child care
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Wee Watch is a licensed agency that has been
providing quality child care for over 20 years!

www.weewatch.com

FLYERS

Inserts for Saturday, Mar. 27, 2010

ROGERS COMMUNICATIONS*

MR. ORGANIC LAWN CARE*

JOHN’S TAE-KWON DO*

MAIN STREET MAGAZINES*

DELL COMPUTERS CORP.*
CRUPYPS PIZZA*
MARKHAM GALLERY*
MINDTECH MONTESSORI*
PHARMASAVE*
SMART SOURCE*

HD TV*

DR. GREEN LAWNCARE*
ZEHRS*

NIKOLIC ADVANCED LEARNING*
BEING WELL HEALTH MAGAZINE*

VANAIK FURNITURE*
TODAY’S HOMES*
REAL ESTATE*

No one delivers results like we do!

To find out more about how to reach your
target market and get the same great response
from your flyer distributions as these customers,

call us today! *Selected areas only

@u;‘“ii"' -Iribune

visit flyerland.ca

905-294-2200
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