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| LEARNING: More schools to be added every year

Three Whitchurch-Stouffville schools

to get all-day kindergarten classes

BY TERESA LATCHFORD
tlatchford@yrmg.com

Beginning this fall, 39 schools across York
Region - including three in Whitchurch-
Stouffville — will welcome a full day of learning
every day for four- and five-year-olds.

The province on Tuesday released a list of
600 schools that will introduce the full-day
program.

Whitchurch-Stouffville schools on the
list include Summitview, Glad Park and
Whitchurch Highlands. They are three of 25
public schools in the region included in the
program. There are 162 public elementary
schools in York.

Fourteen Catholic schools in the region are
on the list. None is in Whitchurch-Stouffville.

Full implementation is expected by 2016
with more schools being added each year.

The program will have about 26 students
per classroom instructed by one kindergarten
teacher and assisted by an early childhood
educator.

“Early learning supports children in devel-
oping social, emotional, academic and physi-
cal skills,” said York Region District School

Board chairperson Diane Giangrande.

Parents also have the option to sign up for
pre- and post-school day programing.

“By giving more children a better start
on their education, we're giving them more
chances to succeed,” said Ontaric Minister
of Education Kathleen Wynne. “Investing in
early learning is good for children, good for
parents and good for Ontario.”

School boards had until late last year to
submit their tentative lists of schools for this
September, with priority given to those with
space — no money is being provided ini-
tially for renovations or additions — as well as
those with no in-school daycares, and those
in needy neighbourhoods.

Kindergarten registration in the York
Region District School Board will take place
after Feb. 1 for all children enrolling in kinder-
garten programs for September 2010.

When fully implemented for all Ontario
kindergarten students, the price tag for the
program — touted as unique in North America
— will be $1.5 billion.

—With files from Torstar News Service
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