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Doll houses, old computer com-
ponents, long-forgotten about toys
and garbage layered the floor of the
Dekker family’s play room.

Although the kids, now aged 15,
13 and 11, didn't seem to mind the
mess, mother Susan did.

“I just said enough, it’s got to go,”
Mrs. Dekker said.

To help clean the room up, Mrs.
Dekker hired Jaclyn the Clutter
Wrangler.

“I have (cleaned) it several times,
but not to the extent of Jaclyn (Ray).
When she comes in, she means busi-
ness,” the Stoufiville resident said of
the area she wanted to transform
from Romper Room to media room.

HARD DECISIONS

A lot of organizing is just hav-
ing the courage to make those hard

decisions,” Ms Ray said. “They're
hard decisions, but when you have
a third-party present, who's not part
of the family, it puts you in check a
little bit.”

The first thing Mrs. Dekker and
Ms Ray did was purge. What wasnt
destined for the trash heap was
divided into three other piles: recy-
cle, donate and sell.

Expertise YOU
can count on,

knowledgeable

staff you can
TRUST

HOME: Post-holiday house cleaning, anyone?

Clutter expert straightens family ou

Mrs. Dekker unearthed 40 items,
including book cases, Christmas
decorations, as well as computer
equipment, to sell.

“(The computer equipment) had
been replaced, but my husband was
keeping them, thinking they would
get hooked up to the kids’ com-
puter,” Mrs. Dekker explained.

Now that the once cluttered
playroom has become a highly
organized and clean media room,
Mrs. Dekker has instituted a few
rules for its users.

“If you want a book, were not
going to be bringing them in. Go to
the library,” she said, noting there
will also be no eating or drinking
allowed in the room.

“They have to learn better to
clean up after themselves. If they
leave a mess, it'll be going out and
they wont see it next time,” Mrs.
Dekker said.

The Dekkers are not alone when
it comes to accumulating clutter. In
fact, nearly 80 per cent of Canadi-
ans, according to 2 Study cnmnu's-
collectors.

Why do Canadians accumulate
so much stuff? According to the sur-
vey, it’s either because getting rid of
the unwanted items is too much of

a hassle or it just takes too much
time to de-clutter.

“There’s a feeling of being over-
whelmed and ‘1 dont know what
to do with it,”” Ms Ray said. “It's not
the funnest thing to do on your day
off.”

What exactly is clutter? “Any-
thing that is in your home you wish
would disappear,” Ms Ray said. “If
you've gone through all 12 months,
all four seasons and every holiday”
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without using it, then it’s clutter.
While it might sound like a good

idea to de-clutter your home in a

weekend, Ms Ray advises against it.

DONTJUSTHIDE IT

“It's so easy to burn out,” she
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said.

Instead, de-clutter a couple of
hours a week.

“It’s all about time management.
Just like cleaning the house weekly,”
Ms Ray said. “If you did that to
organizing, you would never have
the backlog.”

Be warned, putting things away
in containers and stacking them
neatly against the wall, is not de-
cluttering.

“Don't hide it in a bin for 10 years
in your basement; it’s still clutter,”
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LEAFE, Marion (nee Macleod) - Born in
Lyndale, P.E.l. on August 7, 1922, died
peacefully in her 88th year at the home
of her daughter Francesca, on
December 31, 2009. Lovingly

remembered by husband lan, daughters Mom & Dad, Lola (Forsyth) & Earl
Francesca (Bill Wright) and Mary Leafe Aunt Rheta Forsyth
(Calvin Weeks). Cherished grandmother Sadlv Missed

of Emily and Nicholas Wright, and avid

Carson Weeks. Survived
Harold Macleod (PEI.)

by brothers
and Hector

Macleod (B. C& ng time member of
hurch
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received friends af the O'Neill Funeral
Home (6324 Main St., Stouffville)
(905)642-2855 from 10 a.m. until chapel
service time at 11 a.m. on Monday,
January 4, 2010. Interment will be

at the Heise Hill Cemetery. If so desired,
donations to Mamie's Lounge (Hospital
for Sick Children, Toronto) or charity of
choice would be appreciated by the
family.
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AUCTION SALE

Saturday, January 9 at 10 am.
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Anilqms & Primitives, Old Toys & Books.

Joel S Full Details & Pics Online
Andrew Molnar www.clarksonauctions.com
Full Service Moving Made Easy
January 28, 1967 - | EClarkson Auctions & Movers Inc.
January 6, 1991
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In loving memory of our son, brother, uncle, Joel.

You are always with all (mr family.

Loving you, speaking of you,
Missing you, Mom
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Cars Wanted

GOV Pm&ram $300.
Junk Cars. We Sell Auto-
Parts, Tireshop used/new.
Standard Auto Wreckers.

416-286-8686
www.JunkCars.ca
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EXPERIENCED cleaning
lady- will clean your house
wicare & quality. Satisfac-
trun g.tafantee-d 416-704-

.Huuclmhn

AQUA cleaning services/
homes. Spe{:al discount.
$18/hr. Natural supplies,
excefient quality. Insured,
bonded. (647)402-0550
aquacleaning @ webs.com

CLEANING service. Expe-
nenced, reliable, af-
fordable. Kris (647)994-
0356

WHETHER it's a whole
home cleaning, a one-time
cleaning or a regular mini-
cleaning of those areas
m'd rather not clean
) bathrooms. CA
Crystal Clean has a clean-

ing plan for you! Call Chris-
tine at (888)922-9961

mhndwmon

ELITE Handyman Services
Inc.; Small to medium
renovation projects, hard-
wood floor installation and
general home mainte-
nance and repair. Seniors
Discount Available. Ph
280-380-0056, email;, ehsi
@rogers.blackberry.net,
www.EliteHandyman
Servicesinc.com
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