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BY MICHAEL HAYAKAWA
mhayakawa@yrmg.com

If the Stouffville Spirit had con-
cerns about their ability to play
defence, they can put them to rest.

At least for one Central Cana-
dian Hockey League contest.

Playing host to the Markham
Waxers in their regular-season
opener before some 300 onlook-
ers at the Stoufiville Arena Thurs-
day, the Spirit put fourth a sound
defensive effort and received time-
ly offence to skate off with a 3-2
victory.

Second-year Spirit forward and
Stouffville resident Justin Hulshof it
the red light with just 3:20 remain-
ing in regulation time to deposit
the game-winning tally.

Entering the opener, questions
centered on young Spirit defence,
which included their two 1993-
born designated players in Bren-

nan Serville and Ryan Zupancic.

Not helping matters entering
Thursday’s game was the absence
of veteran rearguard Chris Bain,
who has requested a trade.

But in playing the new-look Wax-
ers, who sported a new uniform
design, the Spirit didn't appear to
exhibit any ominous signs in their
own end.

DEMANDS TRADE

“The concern is that we are
young on defence,” Spirit general
manager Ken Burrows said. “We
dressed (two) defenceman in our
lineup with junior A experience,
but everyone else either played
minor hockey or junior C. I don'
think the consensus is that we'e
bad. We just have to learn to play at
this (junior A) level and we (Spirit
management) feel they can. It'll
just take time.”

Veteran goalkeeper Kori Coelho,

who played well on last year’s Spirit
club that occupied the cellar in the
now defunct Provincial Junior A
Hockey League’s Central Confer-
ence, stopped 34 of 36 shots.

“That's why we could go with
our young defence,” Burrows said.
“Kori will buy us some time while
our young defehcemen develop.”

In Thursday’s game, rookie for-
ward Nathan Little staked the Spirit
a 1-0 lead in the opening frame
before Jack Caradonna tied it for
the Waxers. Both tallies came on
the power play.

Following a scoreless middle
frame, the Waxers took their only
lead on a goal by rookie forward
Zack LaRue.

But another Stouffville product,
rookie forward Shane Welker, tied
the game at 2-2 at the 8:56-mark of
the third period and set the stage
for Hulshof’s heroics, which didn'
come without controversy.

The Waxers say their net was
removed from its moorings before
Hulshof’s shot crossed the goal line.

But referees Jonathan Wallace
and Joel Barron declared Hulshof’s
goal was good.

GAME-WINNER CONTROVERSIAL

“The net was off (the moor-
ings). The referees’ mistake cost
us a game and theres nothing we
can do about it. What can you
do?” said Waxers general man-
ager and head coach Joe Cor-
nacchia. “It was a missed call”
Apart from the non-call, Cornac-
chia was quick to give full marks to
the Spirit.

“They outworked us, especially
down low and that’s the deal. They
beat us. It's as simple as that,” the
Vandorf resident said.

“Idon’t think we got many breaks
in the first two periods,” Burrows
said. “One of their goals was acci-

No opening-night jitters for young Spirit defence

dently tipped in by one of our play-
ers. | thought Markham had plenty
of breaks. I just thought we worked
a little harder than them. Especially
in the third period.

“Overall I was really happy with
the way the game was presented by
our organization. Markham came
to play and so did we.”

After the Spirit and Waxers
resumed their home-and-home
series in Markham yesterday, the
Spirit will play the St. Michael’s
Buzzers in Bowmanville Friday at 8
p.m. as part of the league’s College
Weekend. Next home game is Sept.
24 against Peterborough.

Spirited notes: Whitchurch-
Stouffville Mayor Wayne Emmer-
son dropped the puck to officially
open the regular season Thursday.

For more on the Spint, log on to. www.
stouffvillespint.com

Stouffville golfer's team sixth in province

i]ames Castle was on a Cedar Brae Golf and Country
Clib squad that finished in a tie for sixth place in the Golt
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G R ot g e R R S S T PROCTOR & GAMBLE BRANDSAVER* Association of Ontario’s George S. Lyon Team Trophy at
s S O Wy S A & VANALK FURNITURE* Rattle Snake Point Golf Club near Milton Tuesday.
ORIENTAL FOOD MARKET* The 22-year-old Stouftville resident, along with Rob-
o ZEHRS* ert Gibson, Richard Persaud and Tom Hodgsins, finished
f’"li SCHELL LUMBER* 10-over par [hfﬂugh 36 holes at 298.
5 JOHN'S TAE-KWON DO* Also finishing in sixth place was a Meadowbrook Golt

and Country Club team of John Foster, 16, Carl Nanni,
Mark Thompson and Raymond Oh. A Hamilton Golt
and Country Club team won the event at one-over 289.

Softball players giving back at tourney

TIM-BR MART*
NTDTV*

No one delivers results like we do!

To find out more about how to reach your
target market and get the same great response
from your flyer distributions as these customers

call us today! "Selected areas only

| fW-TﬁMM
visit flyerland.ca
905-294-2200
Pat Robmson

Trustee in Bankruptcy

Aurora (Head Office) 15105 Yonge M. #201 ta Church) (905) 727-2577
Richmond Hill 9555 Yonge St #401 (ar weldnck) (905) 508-9493
Sutton West 100 High St. (a Middl (905) 722-3170
Email: Pat@PatRobinson.com  Web: mm;l’ul}{nhmmn com

Baby on the

ATTEND OUR

The Whitchurch-Stouftville Softball Association wil
collect food from its players, officials and members of
the public for the local food bank at its annual year-enc
tournament in Stouftville Memorial Park today.

You can make donations of non-perishable food
from 9 a.m. on Diamond 2.

Call for a free personal discussion
lelp with creditor problems
’roposal to creditors

’ersonal & Business Bankruptcy

- In cﬂoperatlun with some of Canada’s leading furniture

. makers... a fine assortment of upscale home furnishings
-~ will be offered through this sale at prices never before

- extended to the public.

Hundreds of Items
to Choose From

4 « Antique Reproductions

§ « Upscale Upholstery

% * High-End Leather

1 * Heirlooms

% * Real Wood Bedrooms

§ *» Real Wood Dining Rooms
% * Light Fixtures

% * Luxurious Mattresses
% * Decorative Accents

4 * Bedding Ensembles

§ * Lamps

4 * Desks & Home Offices

Toll Free for any
location

1-877-727-2577

PAT ROBINSON
TRUSTEE

- This landmark retailer is selling out to the walls their
~entire inventory. Everything must go, nothing is held back.
- See unpresendented discounts on some of the

- finest furniture made in Canada and abroad.

¢ This is your best opportunity to own better quality
. furniture without breaking the budget. Many items will
L be sacrificed well below cost.

' Terms: Cash, Visa, Mastercard, Debit
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......... SHERATON PARKWAY NORTH

% Highway 7, Richmond Hill
ﬁﬁ -

& DEMONSTRA'I'IOI;I.?_SO&DIE'PI.AYS ® GIFT BAGS
AD MITI' ANCE ® USEFUL HI INFORMATION

.- Register on-line at wwwwekormwugon.cn
4 ____}IS FREE - or call 1-866-873-9913 to register

Flrst Come FII‘S'[ Served, No Holds, No Reserves
Sale Conducted At

Almira Fine Furniture
4747 Hwy. 7 (east of Kennedy Rd)
Unionville » 905-477-5524

additional parking at rear of building
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