| - SPORTS: Stouffville man, 38, gives big league baseball final shot

Father of three’s aging fastball
not quick enough for pro scouts

BY MICHAEL HAYAKAWA
mhayakawa@yrmg.com

For years now, Justin Lusk often won-
dered ‘what if?’

Since retiring from playing competitive
baseball when he was 22 years of age, the
now 38-year-old Stouffville resident and
father of three wondered what would have
happened if an opportunity presented itself
where he could showcase his pitching arm
before a handful of Major League Baseball
scouts.

Last week in Etobicoke, Lusk was given
that chance.

Auditioning before several major league
team scouts, the Stouffville District Second-
ary School graduate was among some 200
hopefuls, primarily between the ages of 15 to
23, who were hoping to get that big break.

While Lusk’s pitching prowess didn't catch
the attention of the major league scouts, he
had no regrets in attending the open tryout.

“It was a real good experience,” he said.

“I was talking to my dad and he said it was
something I should have done some 20 years
ago.
“But back then I didn't know I could attend
these types of trials when [ was younger.”

The estimator for a high-rise devel-
oper logged onto Major League Baseball’s

JUSTIN LUSK: Pitcher drew snick-
ers from younger hopefuls during
MLB tryout in Etobicoke last week.

website this past winter and noticed there
would be a session for Canadian prospects.
He later discovered there would be one at
Connorvale Park in Etobicoke in August.
However, the website noted auditions
were for those between the ages of 15 to 23.
Lusk went to the tryout and asked the
registrar if there would be any objections if

he auditioned, regardless of his age.

“They told me there wasn't, so | tried
out,” Lusk said.

“l had no clue how fast 1 was throwing.
| haven't had my pitches measured since |
was in my teens. I was oblivious to every-
thing. Part of me didn’t want to know.

“But after watching some of the younger
guys throwing, I thought I was throwing in
the 80s.”

Afterwards though, Lusk found out his
velocity was in the low 70s.

Lusk detected snickering from some of
the younger hopefuls.

It was similar to a scene from the movie
The Rookie, which depicted the life story of
former major league pitcher Jimmy Mor-
ris, who at the age of 35, was signed by the
Tampa Bay Devil Rays.

Lusk saw the film, but didn’t draw inspi-
ration from it.

“I'Just wanted to see what would happen.
Baseball is something I enjoy doing and I felt
that if | went I had nothing to lose.

“I probably would have regretted it if |
didn't go out to the tryouts.”

Would he go back to another major
league tryout?

“If I could gain 20 miles an hour on my
fastball I would,” he said.
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E-MAIL: mhayakawa@yrmg.com
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Whitchurch-Stoufiville Soccer Club
Under 11 Girls Rep
AUG. 18: Vaughan Azzurri 7 vs. WSSC Mustangs 1 (Amanda

Grinnell).

House league
Aug. 17-19
LINDER 10 BOYS: Four Seasons Tree Care 5 (Brenden O Donnell
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Alvin Matthew 2, Anman Dosanjh, Lucas Rossi) vs. Stouffville

L

Fish and Chips 3 (Myles Craven, Ben Rocheleau, Michael Cam

600

panale-Freitas); Schell Building Centre 13 (Zsolt Csiszer 7, Dan
iel Deforest 4, Maxim Melioukh 2) vs. Richardson Masoni
Lodge 07 Sutton Group 11 (David Risi, Luca Mortillaro 4, Josh
Cardoso 2, Rhys Garlough, Adam Dickinson 2, James Maw) vs.
Rotary Club of Stouffville 2 (Cole Sipidias, David Vecchiarelli);

Toshiba 2 (Sterling Beard 2) vs. Pizza Nova 0.

LUUNDER 10 GIRLS: Dr. Genin, Dr. McDowell Optometrists 3
(Emma Pannacci, Madeleine Rose, Lauren Greco) vs. Avante
rroperty Séervices 2 (Kristen Hanna, Elise Acciacaferri

Stouftville Trophy 6 (Carolyn Valleau 3, Sydney Rutherford 2,

Sophia Grammenis) vs. Magnum Print Management 0 The
BBQ Pro 4 (Juliana Hutton, Victoria Scimeca, Frika Sampson,
Ashleigh-Boulhanne) vs. Stouffville Family Footcare 0

UNDER 12 BOYS: Ballantrae lions Club 5 (Joel Somers 3, Quin
1in Volpe, Michael Coffey) vs. S]D Contractors 4 (Cody Davis,
Robbie Krawczuk, Paul Sulcs, Anoop Manjunath); Stouffville
Family Denustry 5 (Andrew Ward 2, Anthony Raponi 2, Lucas

Crrammenis) vs. The Multiverse 3 (David Mav 2. Samuel West)

UNDER 12 GIRLS: Micheles Snack Bar 3
2, Chloe Pereira) vs. Swiss Chalet Serving Harvey's 2 (Robyn
Mclee 2)
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MARKHAM GARAGE DOOR LTD.

'~ THANK YOU STOUFFVILLE

for making us your favorite garage door store!

We are honored that or prices, products and
workmanship has led to an overwhelming
amount of Stouffville residents to change
the look of their home. Our company has
| continued to develop with the advancements

SANDY’S AUTO
SERVICE LTD.

OIL, LUBE & FILTER
SPECIAL

Lube, Oil & Filter AR for Just
Up to 5L of Quality Oil 95
Tire Rotation

140 pt. Service Most
Inspection Cars

| LAY N LS A & T F.9 .Y,

with this coupon
176 Bullock Dr., #8, Markham-~905-294-3868

"Not to be used in conjunction with any other special
Parts, PST & GST extra. Offer expires September 15, 2009
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yw.markhamgaragedoors.com
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AL . In the garage door industry. Making the
HOME ENERGY EVALUATIONS choice between two or three different styles is
] Thinking about renovating? a thing of the past. There are now a great deal
Save up to $10,000 in of styles and colors available making it simple
' | ecoENERGY Rebates to set your home apart. Our small business
| | Furnace » Air Conditioning * Water Heaters I philosophy ensures that our customers | ,
| insulation * Windows/Doors/Skyfights * Etc. B |  receive only the best service and are always We are always here to provide you with
| Call Today 1-888-477-9979 greeted by someone who loves their work. experienced expertise ensuring you always

receive the right answers. With our wonderful L.,
showroom, educated sales team, and free |5 NN annenn :
home estimates we take the hassle out of | Fs LA 19l

buying a garage door or opener. We make ||mmis -
repair simple and affordable as well- if you I DL M IM
need to get your old door and opener working | e .

we offer service for as low as $69.

At Markham Garage Doors the customer
experience is unique we encourage the ability
to not only see but feel the product in order
to contrast the differences between various
manufacturers. We take pride in creating
products that surpass customer expectations.
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Knowing that our doors will look as good in B ) ms
call your sales the future as the day we installed it awards us Call Today g o
represe ntative at with the immense satisfaction. 905 472-9178 o MG.QW
| Please feel free to call us if you any questions Visit us Online q - waws

905-640-2612

www.markhamgaragedoors.com

| in regards to your garage door and opener.
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