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Dial-up slows up rural business
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underserviced rural regions
in southern Ontario.”

In March of last year, the
province announced the $30-
million, four-year initiative,
which has so far dolled out
more than $8 million to 15
municipalities including Sim-

coe County and the City of

Kawartha Lakes.

But before Whitchurch-
Stoufiville applies to the pro-
gram, it wants to ensure there
truly is a need for high-speed
access within the rural parts
of town.

Which is why the munici-
pality has created an online
survey for residents to fill out.

“Were not trying to raise
anyones expectations,” Rebec-
ca Mustard, Whitchurch-
Stoufivilles economic devel-
opment officer said. “Is it just
talk there are areas without
high-speed Internet?”

There are approximately
12,000 rural residents. Some
are blocked from getting high-
speed service because they are
in low areas or their homes are
blocked by trees.

. The municipality defines
high-speed Internet access as
a download speed no slower
than 1.5 mbps.

An example of how quick
1.5 mbps is versus dial-up? An
average web page takes 0.39
seconds to load via a 1.5 mbps
high-speed connection. With
a dial-up connection, which
runs between 40 and 50 kbps,
that same web page takes
about seven seconds.

“It’s pretty significant if you
are reliant (bn the Internet) to
conduct your business,” Mr.

Ferdinands said. “The lack of

high-speed impedes the size
of file you can exchange.”

The slow Internet connec-
tion has also affected house
sales.

“l have heard people said
1 can't move into this house
because weTe not able to
access high-speed,”” Mr. Fer-
dinands said. “It’s certainly a
factor in the decision to buy.”

As the councillor and resi-
dent of a rural ward, Mr. Ferdi-
nands is among those forced
to use dial-up whenever he
wants to use the Internet.

Not happy with its speed,
and in an attempt to find an
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alternative solution for him-
self and his constituents, Mr.
Ferdinands explored options
offered by Zing-Net, Xplornet
and Rogers, which has intro-
duced a stick that enables
users to connect wirelessly to
the Internet.

While the stick provides a
much quicker Internet con
nection compared to dial-up,
it does come with a few prob
lems.

“It’s like a cellphone — you
enter into a long-term con
tract and it's a user-fee based
system,” Mr. Ferdinands said,
adding it is also very easy to
inadvertently remain con
nected and “you get a hill larg-
er than your mortgage”

1o participate in the town’s
high-speed Internet survey, go
to townofws.com to fill out the
survey. Residents can also con
tact the town by calling 905-
640-1910 ext. 506 or by e-mail-
Ing wskingconnects@bellnet.
ca. In the latter two options,
residents must provide their
civic address and reason why
high-speed Intermet access is
not available to them.

The survey concludes May
15.
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Repair

'ON ALL REPAIRS'

176 Bullock Dr., #8, Markham 905-294-3868
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| Spring has arrived and we will be starting the cottage

905.472.9178

176 BULLOCK DR., UNIT 13, MARKHAM
www.markhamgaragedoors.com
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operator, don't know all the ins and outs of your car
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T Queensbridge Mill invites
you to go green with
Boomerang Recycled Paint

16 TRENDY, PRE-MIXED COLOURS
$15.99 A GALLON

Beautiful, Affordable, Eco-friendly
..because we carel

The Queensbridge Mill

4160-19th Avenue, Markham
(between Warden & Kennedy)

905-887-1127 - www.queensbridge.com
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* Container Gardening
* Spring Clean Ups
* Perennial Gardening
* Shrub Pruning
* Garden Décor

www.katesgarden.ca

905-475-7674

commute, as well as out and about more to enjoy nicer
weather. These days, our roads and highways have rutts
and pot holes large enough to loose your mother-in-law.
All joking aside, these road conditions cause serious
wear on shocks and struts. Shocks and struts life span
are about 80,000 km. These units have a drastic affect
on vehicle operation. Weak shocks and struts can cause
premature brake wear, warped brake rotors, excessive
tire wear, steering and suspension part failure. We
realize that your automobile expenses are the second
largest yearly outlay of capital other than your home. So
this month’s special WILL SAVE YOU MONEY. Call us
for your appointment to inspect your shocks and struts,
front-end and brakes FREE. If our inspection and tests
reveal strut or shock replacement is necessary, we will
sell you quality Monroe shocks or struts at OUR COST
plus installation. That's right, our cost, no mark-up, 0%
profit on the shocks or struts.

In addition, we will give you our recession fighting
discount of 15% off labour on any job not already on
special. We will guarantee your Monroe struts and
shocks for life (no mileage limit). We continually strive

for automobile service excellence. This requires passion

and commitment. Our passion is automobiles and
our commitment is to our customers and friends. Our

goal is to make your automotive repair experience
friendly and successful. You as a vehicle owner and
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or light truck, that's why you have a garage to service
and repair. We take the time to listen to all of your
automotive requirements. Then we put ourselves in
your shoes and say, “what would 1 expect if I were
you?” This is where passion and commitment come
Into effect. Our passion is to repair your vehicle to
the highest standards possible. Our commitment is to
give you (our valued customer) service of the highest
calibre, guarantees and warranties above and beyond
most, and prices that are fair and all service parts that
are of the highest quality. When you add these two
qualities together, passion and commitment, these
equal automotive service excellence.

We continuously strive for perfection. Again offering
you over 44 years of experience. Fully licensed and
updated in all fields of repairs and complicated
automotive systems. Whether it's a simple lube, oil
and filter, emission test, or in-depth diagnostic testing,
we will measure up to your standards. If you have any
questions, don't hesitate to call. Ask for Sandy, Steve
or of course, the boss, Sharon. Sandy’s Auto Service is
located at 176 Bullock Dr., Unit 8 in Markham. We can
be reached at 905-294-3868. Our business hours are 8
a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday to Friday (closed Saturday and
Sunday for family time).

P.S. - Hope everyone has a wonderful Spring!
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- AREGULAR PAY CHEQUE | g
+ BACK-UP FOR YOUR DAYS OFF weewalch
+ WORKSHOPS FOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

- EQUIPMENT, RESOURCES AND CRAFT SUPPLIES

+ ASK ABOUT OUR EXCITING START-UP INCENTIVE PROGRAM

g
“1. a r i B A ®
- - L L N \ g - - -
1 - & 1 " & - -
- k, LK 1 L™ d = - a
\ - e T i &
- o B

8900 perts

5812 Main St., Stouftville




