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Renovation
tax credit
praised by
MP retailer

From page 1.

noted that under the new stimulus
package, it may not qualify for fund-
ing.

“(But) there may be elements of
the project we can get funds for,” he
said.

Of concern to Mr. Cash is finding
contractors and maintaining reason-
able construction material prices as
both are anticipated to be in high
demand in the near future.

“We may not be able to secure
enough builders for these projects,”
he said.

Not only are big projects getting
a helping hand from the federal gov-
ernment, so too are home renova-
tions.

The budget includes a renovation
tax credit that will provide an esti-
mated 4.6 million Canadian fami-
lies up to $1,350 each in funding for
renovations.

‘T'm not the type of guy who

likes to see a government go

Paul Calandra
Oak Ridges-Markham MP

Between now and Jan. 31, 2010,
a 15-per-cent income tax credit on
all home renovations, such as paint-
ing, redoing a kitchen, replacing the
furnace, windows, carpets or floor-
ing, are all eligible, as are fences
and decks. However, they must cost
between $1,000 and $10,000. You can
do the work yourself or hire a con-
tractor. Furniture and appliances are
exempt.

‘Anything like that is fantastic,”
said Ron Schell, co-owner of Schell
Lumber.

“These are projects we can get
to locally and local businesses will
benefit from,” said Paul Calandra,
Conservative MP for Oak Ridges-
Markham. “For Stouffville and small
communities, it’s a great budget.”

While Mr. Calandra is in favour of
the budget, the projected $85-billion
deficit by the spring of 2013 is a bit
disconcerting,

“Next year is going to be very diffi-
cult, even with this,” he said. “I'm not
the type of guy who likes to see a gov-
emment go into deficit, but this time
calls for the government to take off
its economic blinders and do what it
must to stimulate the economy.”

The Canadian Chamber of Com-
merce, which the Whitchurch-
Stoufiville Chamber of Commerce is
a member, is in favour of the budget,
but believes more should have been
done to “adopt more prudent bud-
geting principles, including allocat-
_ing annual funds ... within the bud-
get to cover the indebtedness when
the budget returns to surplus.”

PAUL CALANDRA: Oak Ridges- 4747 Highway 7 East
Markham MP says budget will work (just east of Kennedy in Unionville)
well in small towns like Stoufiville. 905.477.5524
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Kids on board.
it's a
smoke-free zone.

Smoking in motor vehicles with

anyone under 16 is illegal and
the fine is up to $250.

As of January 21, 2009, the Smoke-Free Ontario Act prohibits smoking or having lighted
tobacco in a motor vehicle while a person under 16 years old is present. Second-hand
smoke levels in motor vehicles can be up to 27 times greater than in a smoker's home. It's
even a risk on short trips and when the windows are rolled down.

Children who breathe second-hand smoke are more likely to suffer health problems such as
sudden infant death syndrome, asthma and, later in life, cancer and cardiac disease.

For more information, contact your Public Health Unit or call the INFOline toll-free at
1-866-396-1760. TTY: 1-800-387-5559. Or visit: www.ontario.ca/smokefree

For help quitting, visit www.smokershelpline.ca or call 1-877-513-5333.
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