Reversing your PIN doesn't call cops

Rare ATM holdups

usually over
In minute

BY JOE FANTAUZZI
Staff Writer

What would you do if you were
at a bank machine and some-
one stuck a gun in your back and
demanded the money from your
account?

Would you turn the money over
and call police? Maybe try to run?

How about try to pull off a
Charles Bronson-esque move
reminiscent of the film Death
Wish?

Or, would you follow the advice
of a circulating e-mail that claims
if you enter your bank card PIN
in reverse, the authorities will be
immediately dispatched and will
arrest the robber?

The banks and York Regional
Police strongly discourage the lat-
ter two options.

In fact, there is no truth to the
reverse PIN myth at all, accord-
ing to Maura Drew-Lytle, spokes-
person for the Canadian Bankers
Association.

The association works on
behalf of more than 50 domes-
tic chartered banks, foreign bank
subsidiaries and foreign bank

Contrary to popular belief, police
do not respond if you input your
PIN number at an ATM in reverse.
There is no merit to this informa-
tion currently being circulated in
an e-mail.

advocate for efficient and effective
public policies governing banks
and to promote an understanding
of the banking industry and its
importance to Canadians and the
Canadian economy, according to
its website.

“The banking industry has no
agreements with police in this
regard,” Ms Drew-Lytle said.

The association has been aware |
of the existence of e-mails on the |
subject of the reverse PIN myth for |

more than a year, she added.

Even if the technology did exist, |
there would still be problems, she |

said:

* If you have a PIN of 1221, the
number remains the same entered
backwards;

e [t could be more difficult than

some people realize to figure out |

what a PIN is backwards under
duress;

» With this type of robbery, the |
incident would likely be over with- |

in less than a minute.
It is highly unlikely police

would be able to get there in time

to prevent it or make an arrest.

Robberies at ATMs are
“extremely rare in Canada”, Ms
Drew-Lytle said.

“Banks will investigate each
individual situation but, typically,
if you are coerced into giving up
your PIN, you will likely be reim-
bursed by your bank,” she said.

York police do not suggest ATM
customers attempt the reverse PIN
idea, Const. Marina Orlovski said.

If you are the victim of a rob-
bery, police urge you to co-oper-
ate with robbers and try to gather
the best description possible but
do not fight back.

York University strike enters
9th week, no end In sight

Negotiations resumed yester-
day between York University and
CUPE 3903 after the union voted
to ignore the latest offer from
management.

CUPE 3903, which represents
950 contract faculty, 1,850 teach-
ing assistants and 550 graduate
assistants, voted almost 90 per
cent to reject a proposal that
would have given them a three-
year deal worth about 0.7 per
cent more than they were initially
offered.

The union wants a five-year
deal and more job security.

The part-time staff has been
on strike since Nov. 6, throwing
50,000 students into disarray
as the strike enters its second
month.

The university has already
announced reading week will
be cancelled and both the fall
and winter exam schedules com-
pressed to compensate for days
already lost. As the strike stretch-
es on, the year could be extended
into the summer.

Sit-ins, petitions, bargaining,
Facebook letter-writing blitzes
over the past nine weeks all have
failed to end the dispute.

York has been pushing for
binding arbitration since the
strike began, but the union has
refused, saying a negotiated set-
tlement trumps one imposed by
a third party.
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Inserts for Saturday, Jan. 10,

HOME HARDWARE*
COLD FX*
FAST FLIKS MOVIE RENTALS*

AMERISOURCE CHEMIST
PHARMACY*

PHARMASAVE*
LEMONVILLE UNITED CHURCH*
BRIDLE TRAIL CLEANERS*

YORK CATHOLIC
DISTRICT SCHOOL*

NORTH OF THE CITY*
ZEHRS™

No one delivers results like we do!

To find out more about how to reach your target
market and get the same great response from your
fiyer distributions as these customers, call us today!
*Selected areas only

@u‘*‘*‘ﬁ" -Inbune

visit flyeriand.ca

branches operating in Canada to

— With files from TorStar

(905) 294-2200
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‘EDMUNDS HOME IMPROVEMENTS

at Liberty Square -

OPEN ON SATURDAYS

J REROOFING

J EAVES/SIDING * RELINE AND REPAIR (While you wait)

!. J VINYL WINDOWS . * SOFTLINER

: * PARTIAL AND COMPLETE DENTURES
1;1 J ENTRANCE/PATIO DOORS i | -WINTER INCENTIVE PROGRAM NOW AVAILABLE | | ioustcaiiscas e arrancen

| (905) 472-0270

Showroom: 166 Bullock Dr.,
Unit 1, Markham

905-947-4333

Wilson Tam DD

3621 Hwy. 7 E., Suite 208, Markham, ON
(7 & Warden-Southwest Corner)

[f you are waiting until spring to replace [
windows, doors, roofing, eaves or siding,
perhaps it’s time to think again.

Edmunds Home Improvements can perform
any installation through the winter season,
working around harsh weather, as required.

Book your home improvement between
January 1 and March 1, 2009 and take advantage
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SANDY’S AUTO
SERVICE LTD.
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January Laser Hair Removal
Specials

bikini or underarm S99  (reg $150) _ , , ,
| bikini AND underarm $149 (reg $300) of their Winter Incentive Program, with reduced FlGHT THE
ippes lléD:ﬂd chin Sﬁg e pricing or no-charge payment deferrals for one R EC ESSIO N
g . full year (OAC) on all of their installations.

Visit Edmunds’ showroom today to view
quality ‘Canadian’ window, door, siding and
roofing products. Discover their expanded door
collection from Trutech and mixand match the
caming and glass options to create a custom
look that will meet your needs for both light
and privacy. New this season is the Trutech
‘retractable’ screen which hides directly into
the side brickmould.

Edmunds upgraded window displays feature
auto-lock and folding hardware standard on all
windows.

New for this fall is an optional retractable
screen a great feature for any view window.

All of Edmunds window and doors are ‘Energy
Star’ approved. Ask about available government
grants.

Eliminate drafts and cold spots with insulated
siding, available in over dozen colours and
styles. New continuous eavestrough can stop
annying drips and dangerous ice buildups.
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176 Bullock Dr., #8, Markham 905-294-3868

* Not to be used in conjunction with any other special.
" Parts, PST & GST extra. Offer expires Jan. 30™, 2009,
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For clog-free drainage Edmunds recommends
‘Alurex’ Gutter Protection a great value
that reinforces the eaves and minimizes
maintenance.

[f a new roof is in order, consider CRC
Architectural shingles for excellent durability
and curb-appeal, or metal roofing for lasting
performance. If ice-daming is a concern,
ask about the ‘Roof Pro’ extended warranty
package.

Don't suffer through another winter with
drafty windows, or risk getting a leaky roof
from melting snow. Book your installation now
and enjoy comfort and security for years to
come.

Call Edmunds Home Improvements at 905-
472-0276 for a free, no obligation, estimate, or,
drop by their showroom at 166 Bullock Dr, Unit
# 1 Markham. /

| valid for the month of January

'! MediSpa Laser Clinic
|' Stouffville 905.640.0092
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To Advertise in 1

FOCUS ON
BUSINESS

Call Your Sales

Representative at

905-640-2612 '

¢

uP TO 50% OFF

all in-stock furnishings and accents
lamps, drapery, mirrors, pictures, rugs

The Queensbridge Mill
4160-19th Avenue, Markham
(between Warden & Kennedy)
905-887-1127

www.queensbridge.com
B




