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[nfrastructure plans
¢00od news for
all municipalities

BY DAVID FLEISCHER
Staff Writer

In this economic down-
turn, you might ask if we
can afford to build the new
infrastructure we need. The
real question is, can we
afford not to?

_ All around us are ambi-
tious plans for subways,
roads and other compo-
nents of building a growing
region and all that ambition
comes with a hefty price

tag.

The good news is the
best investment is in infra-
structure, according to a
report from the Federation
of Canadian Municipali-
ties.

“The fact is the study
came out and said this
is the way to go and the
federal government was
listening,” Richmond Hill
Regional Councillor Brenda
Hogg said. Ms Hogg is Yorks
representative with the fed-
eration, which represents
local governments across
Canada.

It also may be reassuring
to local taxpayers watching
the region approve a $1
billion capital budget for

“Its not a new thing.
Were not inventing any-
thing,” federation president
Jean Perrault said, add-
ing government spending
spurred the economy in the
1930s and 40s.

The report was com-
missioned by the federa-
tion from Informetrica, an
Ottawa economic research
firm, last June. It was updat-
ed last month, taking the
economy’s downtum into
account.

It says each $1 billion
the government spends
on infrastructure creates
11,000 jobs, half of which
are in the construction sec-
tOr.

It also says infrastruc-
ture spending is a better
economic stimulus than
personal tax cuts.

While that idea might
raise the ire of tax-cut-lov-
ing Conservative govern-
ments, the idea struck a
chord at the federal level,
with the prime minister
promising to cut red tape

~holding back $3 billion of

the Build Canada Fund.

[t was a promise made
after a November meeting
with the first ministers and
reiterated in the Nov. 19
throne speech.

“Public infrastructure
is vital not only to create
jobs for today, but also to
create the links between
communities and regions
to help generate jobs for the
future,” Governor General
Michaelle Jean said.

“This is something we
were waiting for and we're
very pleased with the state-
ment,” Mr. Perrault said.

Mr. Perrault, the mayor
of Sherbroooke, Que., said
his own municipal budget
has projects ready to move
forward as soon as federal
funding comes through.

Part of an overall $33-bil-
lion plan, the Build Canada
Fund required each prov-
ince and territory to nego-
tiate its own framework.
While some finalized those
agreements more than a
year ago, Ontarios was not
done until July.

The Spadina subway
extension was the only local
project affected and those
funds are now in place.

Richmond Hill is getting
closer to building a new
town hall — at a cost of
at least $80 million — and
while that may seem absurd
in these tough times, its
worth remembering the
Hoover Dam, Empire State
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SHOPPING SPREE WINNER

Stouffville’s Debb Ryder (left) was presented with $800 in Stouffville
Bucks by Stouffville Sun-Tribune sales representative Janice Bannon
(right). Ms Ryder won the first-ever Stouffville Shopping Spree contest,
which netted her the cash in gift certificates that can be used at any of the
contest’s participating merchants.
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Redeem your
$20 Money Card
on any *
purchase!

Valid December 26th through
January Sth, 2009. Lirmet one
card for every 40 spent

kitchen | bed | bath | SUPERSTORE

Friday, January 2nd to Sunday, January 4th or while quantities last!

Nitra bar stool
= Piston adjustable height

= Available in brown
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black and red

Bed-in-a-bags
Reg. 99.99
OFF HOUSE & HOME 310 thread count open stock sheets
Reg. 14.99 - 49.99
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Queen or King
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Comparable value 9999 Queen Comparable value 8.9 Comparable value up to 79.99 Queen Comparable value 59 99
Avenue 600 thread count sheet Chelsea Park 400 thread count Meriot 400 thread count Commonwealth window panel
sets with bonus pillow cases pillow cases sheet sets

CLEARANCE!
60 76 40

All holiday: bath and body gift sets

Q Sign up for email or shop online at www.homeoutfitters.com

Live better. Spend less.

IMPORTANT CUSTOMER INFORMATION: SELECTION & BRANDS WILL VARY BY STORE : All colours, patterns and styles may not be available in all stores. 18 12.1H All references to regular pnce are to
Home Outfitters’ regular price. All prices in effect Fnday, January 2nd to Sunday, January 4th, 2008, unless otherwise specihed. (Offers valid in store only
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