[Editorial
All federal parties
failing miserably

Stewart Alsop wrote in his 1970s memoir:
“A dying man needs to die, as a sleepy man
needs to sleep, and there comes a time
when it is wrong, as well as useless, to resist.”

The same may be said of a dying Par-
liament. So it comes as good news there
are growing indications the i
dysfunctional federal Partiament will be dis-
solved by an early fall election call.

Minority governments have a natural
shelflife and this one has definitely reached
its best-before date.

All that is going on now is endless game
none of the parties appearing to give much
thought to the public interest or issues genu-
melylrnportammCmachans.

essary arts funding cuts to attacks on the
medical profession as unethical because
many doctors support safe injection sites for
drug addicts, the Conservatives seem con-
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antics may cause.

but scurries away from every opportunity to

them in a Padiamentary vote.
He appears to think, too, obsessing

about his “green scheme” is a substitute

for addressing all other issues that face our

country. His ability to provide solid, unwav-

ering leadership continues to dog the Liber-
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NDP have let themselves become irrelevant

and the less said about the separatist Bloc, as
usual, the better. Meanwhile, our economy
risks heading into the dumpster.

The manufacturing sector, under which
80 per cent of York businesses fall, continues
to feel the sting of a U.S. economic slow-
down, our interational relations and world
role are getting frayed from lack of careful
thought and aboriginals are becoming
increasingly frustrated by lack of progress.

While a recent survey shows a slim
majority of Canadians think the Conserva-
tives are doing a good job with the economy,
most other areas get failing grades.

In short, the country is increasingly adrift
while everyone in this Parliament is content
to play partisan games instead of focusing
on anything that really matters to the people
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[ etters to the Editor

Donations make difference for kitis

Re: Kids will benefit from $20,000 challenge, June
28.

The Jennifer Ashleigh Children’s Charity exceed-
ed its goal for Richard’s Challenge with the help of
some wonderful donors.

Thanks to everyone who responded to our
request for assistance with our funding shortfall.
We received more than $34,000 in donations and,
together with Richard’s $20,000 in matching funds,
we have a grand total of $53,000.

An amazing donation of $15,000 from Don and
Maris Anderson in Stouffville put us over the top.

Our most sincere thanks goes to Richard Muir
and the Muir family for their generous support to
the children of our charity. They have been long-
time supporters of our charity and really stepped
up to the plate this time when the need arose.

A parent recently wrote to us, “I want to take this
moment to thank you for making a huge difference
in the quality of my own life and my son’s life. As
a single mom with a disabled child, life has been
challenging, but, recently, when I suffered from
complicated health issues, the extra respite care
your charity provided made a world of difference.
I was able to get treatment I needed while my son
was in trusted care that also helped with his devel-
opmental needs.

[t was so nice to be able to hire an experienced
respite worker who could help with Eric’s autism
and behavioral program. I can’t thank you enough
for helping me get through a tough time. It's so

paying the bills. wonderful to know caring donors can make such a
An election — the sooner, the better difference. [ can only hope to one day help in this
—would clear the air. way as well. My son and I thank you.”
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The challenge that remains, however, is that this
relief will last about three months before the wait-
ing list starts to build again. This is the trend that
we have been experiencing lately.

We are actively looking at new sources of fund-
ing; workplace donations, grants, other groups and
individuals to help us raise funds. If you can offer
assistance in any way, please call our office at 852-
1799 x26 or e-mail generalmail@jenash.org

What we are experiencing is part of the natural
cycle of growth for the charity, as more and more
tamilies become aware of us. We are working hard
to meet those needs.

The good news is donors continue to tell us
they give to JACC because we are unique, provide a
necessary service to families and can do it quickly
and with no barriers.

Thank you for answering our call for help. Your
donations are appreciated more than you will ever
know. And to quote our founder, Norm Clements,
“You will always get more than you give”.

JANE SLEEP
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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with Jim Mason

A little knowledge
served up with
your madness

Heading downtown for a little
madness tonight?

Moonlight Madness that is, as in
the bargain festival that merchants in
the Stouffville Business Improvement
Area put on every August.

This isn't Mardi Gras, but there
will probably be a few sightings of
pyjama-clad people.

This is wholesome family enterti-
nament.

Jumping castles, guitar bands and
ice cream cones kind of fun.

But, beyond the good deals from
local merchants, you can also pick up
information on your hometown.

Think you know this place? Maybe
not.

This isn't the Stouffville of the
1980s. Back then, there were women’s
institutes, Friday night square dances
and livestock auctions.

The single arena pad was a barn
and the only swimming pool was
outdoors.

Fast forward 25 years and the
inventory of facilities and commu-
nity groups has had a major make-
over.

Sure, there are still standbys,
including the Masonic lodge, Cana-
dian Cancer Society and the Music
Mania variety show.

But, we've also added a swim team,
municipal transit and a partnership
with a community in Tanzania.

A curling club could be next.

All of the above will be featured at
a community information fair being
run in conjunction with Moonlight
Madness tonight.

You can talk to representatives
from 7 to 10 p.m. in Civic Square.

That’s right in front of Nineteen on
the Park, the municipal arts centre
under construction in the heart of
downtown.

Another one to add to the inven
tory.

See you there.

Jim Mason iseditorofthe Stouffville
Sun-Tribune.
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