Minister
touts wage
protection
during visit

BY CAROLINE GRECH
Staff Writer

New wage protection legislation from
the federal government has come too
late for more than 2,000 workers who
lost jobs at a Vaughan auto parts plant
this month.

Progressive Moulded Products Ltd.
filed for bankruptcy June 20 during a
shutdown. Former employees of the
plant have been camped out there since
the first week of July, when they returned
to work and were informed of the clo-
sure.,

The Wage Earner Protection Pro-
gram that went into effect this week is
designed to help workers receive com-
pensation for unpaid wages.

BALLANTRAE CANDIDATE

Federal Labour Minister Jean-Pierre
Blackburn was in northern Markham
last Thursday to talk about the initiative.

He said it protects anywhere from
10,000 to 20,000 workers who file claims
for unpaid wages each year.

Mr. Blackburn met with local Conser-
vative candidates Duncan Fletcher and
Paul Calandra of Ballantrae and other
members of the community to discuss
everything from election strategies to
the environment.

The minister also responded to crit-
ics, who say the federal government
is not doing enough to help the ailing
manufacturing sector in Ontario. The
government has helped, providing $358
million for Ontario, Mr. Blackburn said.

But he stressed throwing money at a
struggling sector is not the solution.

“We cannot keep a sector of activity
alive with grants,” Mr. Blackburn said.
“It is not possible, because if we do that
we won't be competitive and the best
way to support the economic activity in
this country is see that these companies
are more competitive and to help these
companies implement new technolo-
gies in their enterprises.”

The minister lauded the wage protec-
tion program, saying workers won't have
to worry when they lose their job due to
company bankruptcy.

The government would pay eligible
workers and then seek the money from
the employer, which could include seiz-
ing assets if necessary.

TOO LATE FOR SOME

But the initiative may be too little too
late for the Vaughan workers because
the program only took effect last week.

The employees are trying to force
Progressive to provide severance pay
owed to them under the Employment
Standards Act.

That'’s because the company filed for
bankruptcy and no claims can be made
against it, including severance requests,
company spokesperson Michael Dani-
her said.

Asked about the situation in Con-
cord, Mr. Blackburn shrugged, saying
the law is too late for Progressive’s for-
mer employees.

He stressed the program would pre-
vent other situations like this from hap-
pening.

“No, it won't help (Progressive employ-
ees), but at least you know now that it is
the law,” he said.
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PECIAL

(ALUES

5 DAYS ONLY

s Home Improvement Warehouse

PREMIER PEAT MOSS  OLYMPIC
MPREM#.M EXTERIOR PAINTS

Pumhasa any Olympic Exterior
Paint and Stain and receive 15% off.
Discount taken at register.

Details in-store.

! Purchase Premier Peat Moss
§ and Premium Quality Pro-
== _ Mix products and receive
. 50% off. Discount taken at
register. Details in-store.

l VALUE!

497 | s998 {B)
| Was $7.48 } Was $1698
Royal Oak 1 19.5 Cu. Ft. Stainless Steel WaEwe

. Plus 18 Ibs. | . Bottom-Mount Refrigerator Convection Smooth Surface

! (8.16 kg) | . #262789 Electric Range

. Charcoal 5.7 cu. ft. eLargest capacity

e Briquets 25.5 Cu. Ft. in Canada *Warming centre

*Premium charcoal briquets ‘ French Door w oSteamQuick™ 20-minute
eNatural flavour #265095 . lce & Water cleaning system
Limit 5 bags per customer. Refrigerator #278627
While quantities last. #269492 was $2948 now $2198 While quantities last.

Was $84.98

Duramaxx 18-Volt, 22"
Cordless Hedge Trimmer
*Dual-action titanium blade
*Cut branches up to 9/16” thick
*8.8 Ibs. *2-year limited warranty
*Quick-change battery charger
with charge indicator #248905

SPECIAL
VALUE!

now 47¢ Was 94¢

4-Pack 60-Watt
Soft White Bulbs

Purchase any in-stock ReliaBilt
Mirror Door and receive 20% off.
Discount taken
at register.

Purchase any in-stock Black
& Decker FireStorm tool or
accessory and receive 20% off.

at register.
¢ | sPECIAL
-~ _#VALUE!

NnOoOW o= - $225

Was $2.65 each
Was $27.98 1 x 6 x 6' Pressure-
20 oz. FatMax® Treated Fence Board
AntiVibe® *Treated for durability
Rip Claw and protection from ° Pressure-Treated Post Pressure-Treated
Nail Hammer each the elements #13316 #282695 Dimension Lumber
ePatented tuning Purchase either Mono 1 x 6 x 5' Pressure- 4x4 x10' *For all outdoor framing
fork design Utra K & B white or clear Treated Fence Board Pressure-Treated Post and decking projects
reduces harmful (#259666 or #259671) #10130 #282696 #26602
vibration #58940 and receive one free. Was $2.21 now $1.88 Was $11.91 now $10.12

Visit these locations
BRANTFORD EAST GWILLIMBURY  HAMILTON MAPLE NORTH BRAMPTON SOUTH BRAMPTON TORONTO
215 Henry St. (NEWMARKET) 1945 Barton St. E. 200 McNaughton Rd. 10111 Heart Lake Rd. 370 Kennedy Rd. S. 1300 Castlefield Ave.
(at Wayne Gretzky Pkwy) 18401 Yonge St. (at Woodward Ave ) (at Major Mackenzie Dr)  (at Bovaird Dr. East and Hwy. 410)  (at Steeles Ave. E) (at Caledonia Rd.)
519-720-2060 (N. of Green Lane) 905-312-5670 905-879-2450 905-843-4300 905-874-5000 416-780-2770

905-952-2950
STORE HOURS: Monday - Saturday 7:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m., Sunday 8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. * For more information visit Lowes.ca

AN HOME IMPROVEMENT, SERVICE IMPROVEMENT

Prices may vary after Sunday, July 20, 2008 If there are market variations. See store for detalls regarding
product warranties. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Lowe's Is commitied to accurate pricing and
reserves the right to correct errors. Correction notices for errors in the advertisement will be posted in our
stores. We guarantee our everyday competitive prices. If you find a lower everyday or advertised price on an identical
stock item at any loeal retail competitor that has the item in stock, we'll beat their price by 10% when you buy from us
Just bring us the competitor's current ad or other confirmation of the price that you have found Lowe's reserves the
right to verify the lower price prior to sale. Cash/charge card and carry purchases only. Competitor's closeout, special

order, discontinued, clearance, liquidation and damaged items are excluded from this offer. On percent off sales.
we will match the competitor's percent off offer. Limited to reasonable quantities for homeowner and one-house order
quantities for cash and carry contractors. Current in-store price, if lower, overrides Lowe's advertised price
Price guarantee honoured at all Lowe’s retail locations. Labour charges for product installation are excluded from
our price guarantee offer in our stores with an Installed Sales Program Visit store for complete details
All installation services are guaranteed by Lowe's warranty. See Installed Sales contract for details
©2008 by Lowe's® All rights reserved. Lowe's and the gable design are registered trademarks of LF LLC




