11 York residents charged
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situations from a community crime per-
spective, it doesn't surprise me in the
least that there are people mvﬂlved in
this type of criminal activity.”

Thus far in 2008, York police have
used 31 search warrants during grow-op
m\resthatmns Chief La Barge said.

“York is no worse than Peel or Dur-
ham; in fact, I would suggest that we
have been probably the most aggressive
police service anywhere in Canada as it
relates to the fight against grow-ops.
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“If we have someone that is the orga-
nizer, that is the brains, that is the profit
receiver from all of these enterprises
and we charge them, we need to see
some serious sentences being handed
out — I'm talking prison sentences, not
anything less than two years. It’s having
an impact on our community safety.”

Eleven York Region residents, includ-
ing a Gormley man, are among the 20
charged after police smashed a marijua-
na grow operation, a case that originally
sprang from a York police probe.

Two Toronto police officers, both of
whom live in York, and three jail workers
— employed at the Toronto West Deten-
tion Centre in Etobicoke — are among
those charged.

Both Toronto police officers were
released from custody after court
appearances in Newmarket yesterday.

“They are presumed innocent, they
have a right to contest the allegations
made against them, they recognize that
they are serious but at this point in time
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it is premature to say how the matter is
going to be resulved said Gary Clewley
lawyer for both officers.

“In the meantime, they are mamtmn
ing their innocence and they are look-
ing forward to getting disclosure of the
evidence before them. They are happy
to be out on bail."

Police have also laid gambling charges
in the case but would not discuss why.

In February 2007, York police uncov-
ered pot grow operations throughout
the region and, during the course of
the probe, linked a Toronto officer to
a home under investigation, Toronto
Police Chief Bill Blair said during a news
conference Thursday.

York officers informed Toronto police,
who launched their own probe that con-
nected a second Toronto police officer,
three corrections officers and others to
what Chief Blair called a “criminal enter-
prise” that produced and distributed
marijuana and other drugs and laun-
dered proceeds of crime.

“We have identified the majority of
the criminal behaviour alleged, to have
occurred in York Region,” Chief Blair said.

At about 6 a.m. Thursday, police used
63 warrants and charged 20 people — 19
adults and a young person, according to
Toronto Supt. James Ramer. The charges
have not been proven. _

Three  houses, five vehi-
cles, about $60,000 in
cash and marijuana were seized in the
Investigation, police said.

Both officers have been suspended
and while they are in custody, they will
not be paid because they cannot report
for work, Chief Blair said. If the officers
are released, Ontario law only permits
them to be suspended with pay until
their employment status can be dealt
with. That usually takes place at the end
of criminal prosecution, he added.

Const. Patrick Lee, 31, an eight-year
veteran assigned to a North York police
station, and Const. Kevin Bourne, 33, a
nine-year veteran assigned to a down-
town police station, face a number of
charges.
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