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Hospital all smiles over donation

John and Diane Gibson'’s
$500,000 gift largest
individual donation to
Markham Stouffville

BY CHRIS TRABER
Staff Writer

Hospitals aren’t normally places for
parties, but when a record individu-
al donation was made to Markham
Stouffville Hospital, there were a half
million reasons to celebrate.

A festive get-together in recognition
of John and Diane Gibson’s donation
of $500,000 in support of the facility’s
expansion and redevelopment was held
Wednesday.

Attended by Markham Mayor Frank
Scarpitti, hospital foundation president
Suzette Strong Randall, foundation
chairperson Dan Amadori, staff and
Gibson family members, the joy and
generosity escalated.

“We're ecstatic,” Ms Strong Randall
said, noting the fundraising continued
through the evening when the Gibsons
announced they would match dona-
tions made that night by party attend-
ees. In addition to the largesse of the
guests of honour, attendees added an
additional $27,500 to the hospital’s
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fundraising.

In honour of the contribution, the
Gibsons were granted a naming oppor-
tunity within the hospital. They chose
the breast health reception area to bear
their family name.

Longtime Markham residents, the
Gibsons decided to make their donation
in celebration of their company’s 40th
anniversary.

E.E.S. Financial Services Ltd., a pio-
neer of fee-only financial services, was
founded in Montreal, Mr. Gibson said.

They relocated to Ontario in 1979

and moved operations from Toronto to

Hwy. 7 near Markham Road in 2000.

Mr. Gibson recalled the lengthy com-
mutes and long days when the business
was downtown.

“Wed leave at 6:30 am. and get
home after 8 p.m.,” he said with a
chortle. “Now, I leave home just before
nine and get home at five and get in
nine holes of golf at York Downs. I'm
home by eight.

“It’'s that quality of life that makes us
think of life in Markham and the corner-
stone of that quality is our hospital.”

His family and most of his extend-
ed family, including employees, live in
Markham, he said.

“All of us, everyone in Markham, now
or in the future will touch the hospi-
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» To learn how you can help the
hospital’s fundraising campaign, call
905-472-7059.

tal,” he said. “The hospital isn't always
about bad news. It's a place where
dreams are fulfilled.”

For that reason — and the fact the
hospital was built 20 years ago to handle
70,000 residents and now faces a con-
stituency of-300,000 — he paraphrased
the Kevin Costner film Field of Dreams.

“They will come and now we must
build it,” he said. “We all have to do our
part to build it.

“Markham Stouffville Hospital is truly
a wonderful place and we all have to do
our part to keep it as a state-of-the-art
health facility. I encourage everyone to
dig deep.”

It was a pleasant surprise for the
foundation, Ms Strong Randall said.
The record donation is a major infusion
to the $50 million fundraising target,
she said.

The hospital is still waiting
Healti Ministry’s green light.

“When we get approval, we'll be
able to show the government we've got
money in the bank,” she said. “The Gib-
sons’ contribution is a real leadership

gift.
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Dan Amadori, board
chairperson of the Markham
Stouffville Hospital
Foundation (left), Diane and
John Gibson and Suzette
Strong Randall, foundation
president, join in celebration
of the Gibsons’ $500,000
donation.
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Technology

With patent pending features, now available
for your best hearing to date! ‘4

Would you like to improve your
With Destiny™, science brings you closer to natural human hearing than ever before
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freehearingtest.ca

* Hearing assessments — newborn to geriatric
* Hearing aid evaluations

* Batteries and hearing aid accessories

* Assistive Listening Devices and FM Systems

* Custom hearing protection - musicians and swim plugs

* Tinnitus Therapy
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h Trustee in Bankruptcy

Call for a free personal discussion:
Help with creditor problems

*Proposal to creditors
*Personal & Business Bankruptcy

PAT ROBINSON - TRUSTEE

Aurora (Head Office) 15105 Yonge St. #201 (at Church)
9555 Yonge St. #401 (at Weldrick)
100 High St. (at Middle)

Richmond Hill
Sutton West

(905) 727-2577
(905) 508-9493
(905) 722-3170

Toll Free for any location * 1-877-727-2577

Email;: Pat@PatRobinson.com

Web: www.PatRobinson.com
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Is Your Bathtub Ugly?

Steve Mallett, bathroom
specialist  says, “T'he
makeover will be painless if
yvou do your homework.”

*“ A new tub right over your
old one with a perfect fit is
the most common choice,”
says Steve of Bath Fitter.
“People want as little
disruption and no mess left
behind,” says Caryn Cress of
Bath Fitter. We've been doing
this for more than 20 years.
Seamless, piece walls
ensure no water infiltration
on all our units.
When you invest money into
your home as Mrs. Powell
did when she had her tub
removed and a low profile
shower stall put in, you want
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to be sure you do business
with a company with a solid
reputation. We had David
Leaman of Bath Fitter do our

makeover because several of

our neighbours recommended
him. “He i1s a top notch
Installer.”

Scott Cress owns two of

the 150 Bath Fitter locations
across North Amenca and
says “We've done thousands
of hotels and homes and
would like to do yours next.
We will back 1t with
lifetitme warranty.”

For more information and
to book your free in home
estmate call 1-888-558-3332
or visit our website at
www.bathfitter.com.
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Toronto Hearing

— Services
'I'LH AVAILABLE PAY 'l?
INTEREST FOR 12 MONTHS MARKHAM
905-471-4327

Markham Stouffville Hearing Services

* NO CHARGE all inclusive loss and damage insurance - 1 year

* NO CHARGE all inclusive Manufacturer’s warranty - 2 years

* 35 day full satisfaction guarantee

* Associated with ENT (Ear, Nose and Throat) Doctor

* Full-time experienced Certified Audiologists

on-hand to serve you

1243 Islington Ave.,

EVERY DAY IS SENIORS’ DAY! 10% OFF ALL ACCESSORIES AND BATTERIES » PARKING AVAILABLE « FREE HEARING AID CLEANING

Established 1990

377 Church St., Suite #203

NORTH YORK

416-498-4151

The Audiology Centre

Established 1986

1333 Sheppard Ave. E., Suite #340

ETOBICOKE

416-233-8581

West End Hearing
Established 1991
Suite #711
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