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OHA'’s meenngs cou

erhaps wheels are turning inside the
inner sanctum, but it sure appears
on the outside that the Ontario Pro-
vincial Jr. A Hockey League gover-
nors are in no great hurry to figure
out the future of their league.

A pilot project which in the immediate
future will re-shape the division alignments,
and possibly alter the face of junior hockey in
the province in the longer haul, seems to be
a foregone conclusion while the league mas-
terminds attach their hopes to legal threats to
make the project go away.

STOUFFVILLE PART OF PILOT PROJECT

At best, doubt lingers about moving and
shaking since many of the league’s elite mov-
ers and shakers appear to be aligned in a
small group of owners. They are involved
in the project that will see eight to 10 teams
operate within their own division, emerging
when they have determined a winner to join
the other OPJHL division champions.

In addition to the Newmarket Hurricanes
and St. Michael’s Buzzers, leaders of the pilot
project, the test is to include the Hamilton
Red Wings, Toronto Jr. Canadiens, Stouffville
Spirit, Markham Waxers, Wellington Dukes
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and Cobourg Cougars. One or two more
teams may be added to the picture before the
ice chips settle.

With a little more than three months until
the start of the 2008-09 season it still remains
to be seen how the league is to shape up, or
realign, if you will. Certainly three months is
time enough to get affairs in order.

However, keep in mind it was April 19
when the idea of a pilot project was intro-
duced to the Ontario Hockey Association.

And still there has been little evidence
the league is moving to stop the pilot project

other than the occasional peep about legal
action.

You wouldn't know it by the pace at which
the league guys are moving that some of
these teams may be fighting for their survival
at the Junior A level. A turning point to the
situation could come this weekend when the
association’s annual general meeting takes
place in Kingston.

“We should have a clear idea after that
how this will unfold,” said association presi-
dent Brent Ladds.

“The thing is, we're trying to bring people
together, not drive them apart.”

One thing is certain, and that is there does
seem to exist a reasonable degree of mistrust,
particularly from the league group which,
depending on your source, seems suspicious
not all is as it is portrayed by representatives
of the group of teams seeking to form the
pilot project division.

League chairperson Tom Baker, also presi-
dent of the Streetsville Derbys, said a recom-
mendation has been formulated to “deal with
issues that have arisen with the OHA” but, as
of Tuesday, had nat been presented to the
league’s board of governors.

“The concept the splinter group guys have

Id be pivotal in Jr. A clash

been telling everyone is false,” he said. “They
won't be a super league or have super powers
where only the elite can play. That has been
the message being delivered by the splinter
group from reports I've had from people |
trust.

“It’s confusing to hockey people and creat-
ing a problem.”

That seems kinda from out of left field
for an official statement. Never mind the so-
called splinter group is essentially to operate
as a division within the league and is not vio-
lating league or association charters.

FEW WEEKS OF OFF-SEASON LEFT

Truly confusing is the pace at which the
league, if it is so intent on grounding the pilot,
IS moving.

The association, as a group of 36 owners
with widely varying situations and interests,
has, at the best of times in the past, had dit-
ficulty deciding on the simplest of issues.

So, why in the name of Peter Puck would
one expect this most important issue to be
any different?

Figuring out its future in a few weeks
during the off-season, well, that seems to be
asking a lot.

on NHL draft day

BY MIKE HAYAKAWA
Staff Writer

Hockey Night In Canada
analyst Don Cherry often
warns potential prospects
who aren't ranked highly
entering the National Hockey
League amateur entry draft
to remain at home.

Avoid the disappointment
of going especially when your
name isn't called out when
you think it might, the hock-
ey icon would suggest.

When this years lottery
takes place next weekend in
Ottawa, former Stouffville
Spirit forward James McIn-
tosh intends to adhere to
Cherry’s words of wisdom.

RANKED BY SCOUTS

This despite the NHLSs
Central Scouting Bureau
had the 19-year-old, six-foot,
one-inch, 177-pound Hol-
land Landing resident ranked
162nd among North Ameri-
can prospects.

“I've had some people say
[ should go and some say that
I shouldn’t,” McIntosh said.
“I'm not pujting too much
emphasis on the draft and
I'm not expecting it (to be
drafted) to happen. But I'm
excited and I hope things will
work out.”

While McIntosh is lean-
ing on avoiding the trip to
Ottawa he intends to go away
that weekend. To his cottage
on Lake Muskoka where he
will do a little fishing and play
some golf.

Regardless of what his fate
holds at the draft, McIntosh
had plenty of good reason
to be satisfied with how he
concluded his final year with
the Spirit.

During the regular season
he was the club’s third-lead-
ing scorer with 28 goals and
36 assists in 44 Provincial Jr.

A Hockey League regular sea-
SOn games.

During the postseason he
had 10 goals and five assists
in 15 contests.

In addition to post-
ing those numbers, he was
chosen to play for the Can-
ada East team at the World
Junior A Challenge in British
Columbia that won the silver
medal.

He also took part in the
Canadian Junior Hockey
Leagues Prospect Game in
Winkler, Man.

Mclntosh’'s accomplish-
ments this past season also
earned him a trip last week
to the Hockey Hall of Fame
in Toronto where he was
one of six players (one goal-
keeper, two defencemen and
three forwards) named to the
Ontario Hockey Associations
Top Prospects Team.

During the ceremonies,
Spirit teammate Corey Trivi-
no, who was rated as the 49th
top North American pros-
pect by the Central Scout-
ing Bureau, received the B.].
Monro Memorial Trophy for
being the top OHA prospect.

OHA PROSPECT PRIZE

“It was a surprise,” McIn-
tosh said of his selection.
“But it was a nice honour
and I had a great time at the
Hockey Hall of Fame.”

While McIntosh hopes to
have some NHL team call
to inform him of some good
tidings, he knows it's not his
main priority.

Taking precedence will
be school as he will launch
his collegiate career at Bowl-
ing Green State University
in Bowling Green, Ohio after
earning a scholarship to the
National Collegiate Athletic
Association Division One
school earlier this year.
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FACIAL
MAKEOVER

PLUS
A BONUS

*52.50

$154.50 VALUE

Your facial includes:
« Basic Cleansing/Toning

« Desquamation with papaya enzymes
* Steaming mist

* Deep cleansing intervention

* Massage by hand

........

All-over tightening and firming mask for remwgorated
and lifted look

YOUR BONUS

With the purchase of your facial you
will receive this special 3-piece gift!
* Full-size New Cellular PPRx - unique formula that mimics skin’

matrix with skin’s identical ingredients to add the energy to protec
and regenerate, resulting in hydration, softness and resilience

, INntercellular

L. prevent

Replace your regular daily skincare with Cellular PPRX for two weeks

* Full-size C-Source - a potent antioxidant for skin, stimulate:
production and improves skin tone.

collagen

« Cosmetic bag

CALL FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY! Limited number of appointments
Reserve your appointment and bonus by charging on your credit card. whie quantitie
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