“This is just one big, huge miracle’
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without a hefty price tag.

He will be on anti-rejection drugs for
life, which will cost $3,000 to $10,000
each month, Mrs. Campkin said.

It doesn’t matter.

Although the Campkins, who have

three daughters and four grandchildren,
are facing enormous medical bills, they
can't wait to start living again.

“I just can't wait to get well,” said Mr.
Campkin, who is an avid motorcyclist. “]
want to get my life back.”

“WeTe really looking forward to
enjoying every day,” his wife said. “This
is just one big, huge miracle.”

The men and their families hope
by sharing their story, they will raise
awareness of the importance of organ
donation.

“There’s not enough organ donation
happening,” Mrs. Campkin said. “When
you die, you can save someone else’s life
by donating your organs. It’s the best gift
you can give.”

An Ontarian dies every three days awaiting a transplant

BY ALYSHIA HIGGINS

Looking to make a differ-
ence?

The Trillium Gift Of Life
(GOL) Network, Ontario’s
organ and tissue donation
agency, is always looking
for donors, both living and
deceased.

There is a shortage of
donors and many are on the
waiting list, president and
CEO Frank Markel said.

“We very badly need
donors and would encourage
anyone.. to become an organ
donor,” he said. “We lose one
person every three days, on

ige, who is waiting for
organs.”

Currently, 1,665 men,
women and children are
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waiting for a transplant in
Ontario. Of those, more than
360 are waiting for a liver.

The liver isn't the only
organ that can be donated.
The heart, lungs, kidneys,
liver, pancreas, stomach and
small bowel are all needed by
those on the wait list. Tissues
can also be donated, includ-
ing bone, skin, corneas and
heart valves.

LIVING DONORS

Besides becoming an
organ donor at death, peo-
ple can donate some organs
while they are still living,

“About one half of kidney
and liver transplants would
be from living donors,” Mr.
Markel said.

make us great.

Becoming a donor is
easier than ever. People can
register their wishes at an
OHIP oflice when renewing
a health card. -

Ifa health card was recent-
ly renewed, potential donors
can go to the Trillium Gift of
Life Network website, down-
load an “Organ and Tissue
Donor Registration” form, fill
it out and mail it in to the
address on the form.

Anyone can be a donor,
regardless of age or sex
According to the network’s
website, the oldest tissue
donor was 102, while the old-
est organ donor was 90.

“The most important con-
sideration for living donation
is that the blood types have

Thank you to our Nurses

At Markham Stouffville Hospital Corporation, we celebrate
our nurses for playing such a vital role in helping us embrace
new ideas, strengthen relationships and provide superior care
to every person that visits our Markham and Uxbridge sites.
Each day, we continue to learn, grow and do more for the

community. And, we couldn’t do it without the dedication and
commitment of our nurses.

We appreciate the important role you play in meeting the needs
of our growing communities. We celebrate you for working
alongside your peers to create a healthy, vibrant workplace. We
thank you for embracing continued learning and opportunities
to excel in best practices and care innovation.

You are the reason that more than 15,000 people came through
our doors last year, confident that we could offer them and
their families the very best care in a place they call home.

At Markham Stouffville Hospital Corporation, our nurses
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to match.” Mr. Markel said.
“The other aspect to this is
our transplant programs are
very careful to make sure the
donation was done willingly.
(We make sure) the person
is well motivated and isn't
being coerced in anyway.”

DISCUSS WITH FAMILY

[f you are interested in
donating, you should dis-
cuss your wishes with fam-
ily members, should an
unplanned situation arise,
he said.

Anyone looking for more
information on organ dona-
tion can visit www.giftoflife.
on.ca or call 416-363-4001 or
toll-free 1-800-263-2833.
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Post your
Registration
Dates & Events

FOR FREE!

IT'S EASY * REGISTER TODAY!

go to http://pop.yorkregion.com
or emall us: sclark@yrmg.com or nmoore@yrmg.com
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Tues May 20* 7 pm  Sat May 24 * 2-4 pm
Thurs May 22 * 7 pm  Sun May 25 * 2-4 pm
Mon May 26 * 7 pm  Sat May 31 * 2-4 pm
Wed May 28 * 7 pm

The Bowling Green Memorial Park
Bring a Friend * Refreshments

A REFRESHING WAY TO START THE SEASON

MAY 12TH TO 25TH
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CHEMICALS &
ACCESSORIES

LOW PRICES!

RS 6KG STABILIZED
CHLORINE PUCKS |
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*AFTER TRADE IN DISCOUNT AND MAIL-IN REBATE

Seaway Pools &
) Beachcomber Hot Tubs

Markham e 27 Heritage Road « 905-294-8030 www. boachcnmbomﬂﬂubs com l

Newmarket « 17480 Yonge Street « 905-853-8500 www. laﬂwuvpools ca




