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Town, region hope to recover cleanup costs from owner

BY HANNELORE VOLPE
Staff Writer

The boat that leaked oil
into Musselman’s Lake on
Earth Day weekend is now
high and dry.

While the oil spill has been
cleaned up and the barge
is safely in storage, there’s
more to come for owner Neil
Swanson.

Last week he was issued
with a Ministry of the Envi-

ronment order to clean up
the spill immediately. When
that didn't happen, a profes-
sional oil spill clean-up com-
pany was called in. It finished
the job Wednesday.
$10,000 TO $15,000

The oil spill was described

as “moderate” in severity by

Steve Elford, senior environ-
mental officer for the min-

istry.

The oil cleanup opera-
tions could cost Mr. Swanson
around $10,000 to $15,000.

Before his boat could
be removed from the lake,
another one was found
underneath and had to be
removed first. This smaller
boat was hauled onto Mr.
Swansons property. Howev-
er, there are still at least three
more boats in the water,
which Councillor Phil Ban-

non vows will also be dealt
with.

York Region “stepped up
to the plate” and supported
the town’s efforts to get the
spill cleaned up and the boat
removed from the lake, Mr.
Bannon said.

The operation also
involved the town’s bylaw
office, public works depart-
ment and York Region Police.

At an emergency meet-

Dignity * Choice * Compassion® Human
Comfort * Support * Community * Life

ing Monday, Whitchurch-
Stouffville council had passed
a bylaw declaring the barge a
nuisance.

Mr. Bannon 1s urging
other lake residents who have
unsightly boats in the water
or on the shore to clean up
their properties as well.

ORDER ON HOUSE, TOO

Because Mr. Swanson
failed to comply with the
requests by the Ministry of
Environment to clean up the
il spill and remove the boat,
action was taken against him,

ultimately footing the bill for
this,” Mr. Rurak said.

The Ministry of Environ
ment has the right to lay
charges against Mr. Swan-
son under the environmen
tal protection act, said Mr.
Rurak.

Mr. Swanson is also facing
an ‘unsafe order for a house
he owns on nearby Coul

tice Avenue, the towns chiet

building official, Andrew Jur-
rius, said.

Mr. Swanson has to hire
consultants to report on the

structural integrity of the
house and on mould in the
building.

If this isn't done, there
could be further orders
requiring the premises to
be vacated and then demol-
ished.

Mr. Swanson declined to
be interviewed by the Sun-
Tribune.

If you or a loved one is living with a life-
threatening illness, please call us toll free at:
1-877-870-7246 or (905) 895-3628 Ext. 294

programassist @ palcarenetwork.org
www.palcarenetwork.org
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Dean Rurak, manager of
infrastructure assets for York
egion, said.

The town, along with the
gion, paid for the cleanup
and is looking to recover the
osts from Mr. Swanson. Until
hen, the boat will remain in
storage.

“We're really trying be fair
the taxpayers, who are
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IT'S TIME TO SPEAK UP
FOR ONTARIO’S CHILDREN.

So many worthy causes, so
many passionate defenders,
so many voices fighting to
be heard. But increasingly
lost in the din is one voice,
small yet vital. The voice of children live in peril of not
Ontario’s children. All of succeeding. And if a society
them. is measured by the well
Listen, then, and you'll being of its most vulnerable
hear this: too many of members, then we too risk

clothing they need. Others
yearn for the support of
caring adults and access to
opportunities that will enrich
their young lives. These

they need to be the very best
they can. Make sure that
every child has a voice.
Ontario, let’s speak up and
give them that voice. By
working together with
purpose and determination,
we can create a just and
happy place for all our
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children. A place from
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| need love, security, and a more. Ensure that all future. :
| go to http://pop.yorkregion.com
or email us: sclark@yrmg.com or nmoore@yrmg.com

n0p.YOrKregIon com Your single source

f sense of belonging, yet
! many know far too little of
'} it. Too many are denied a

children and youth are given
the best opportunity to reach
their full potential. Give all

parents the support and skills

To join us in speaking up for
all of Ontario’s children,
visit oacas.org/speakup

safe home and the food and

THE CHILDREN'S AID SOCIETIES OF ONTARIO
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JUST RELEASED, THE MOST ADVANCED
HEARING AID 77Fusion

Technology

With patent pending features, now available
for your best hearing to date! ‘4

Would you like to improve your
With Destiny™, science brings you closer to natural human hearing than ever before

* SALES and SERVICE to all MAKES OF HEARING AIDS
* ADP, WSIB, DVA AUTHORIZED DISPENSERS
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Toronto Hearing
Services

FINANCING
NOW AVAILABLE PAY NO
INTEREST FOR 12 MONTHS ¢+«

MARKHAM
905-471-4327

Markham Stouffville Hearing Services

Established 1990
377 Church $t., Suite #203

NORTH YORK
416-498-4151

The Audiology Centre 1
Established 1986
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* Tinnitus Therapy
* NO CHARGE all inclusive loss and damage insurance - 1 year

Ueaix * Hearing assessments ~ newborn o geriatric » NO CHARGE all inclusive Manufacturer’s warranty - 2 years I S A T SRy 4390
freehearingtest.ca * Hearing aid evaluations * 35 day full satisfaction guarantee ETOBICOKE
» Batteries and hearing aid accessories * Associated with ENT (Ear, Nose and Throat) Doctor 416-233-8581

West End Hesaring
Established 1991
1243 Islington Ave., Suite #711
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» Assistive Listening Devices and FM Systems
* Custom hearing protection - musicians and swim plugs

* Fuli-time experienced Certified Audiologists
on-hand to serve you

EVERY DAY IS SENIORS’ DAY! 10% OFF ALL ACCESSORIES AND BATTERIES » PARKING AVAILABLE « FREE HEARING AID CLEANING




