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Kaitlyn's time to shine

for school, hospital

ver the past 133
years, Toronto’s
Hospital For Sick
Children has wel-
comed hundreds
of children from
Whitchurch-Stouffville.

Staff and students of Glad
Park Public School welcome
Sick Kids staff to Whitchurch-
Stouffville tomorrow.

The celebration, unlike
anything experienced here,
recognizes a Grade 6 girl as its
Children’s Miracle Network
Champion.

Kaitlyn O’Brien is one of
10 children to be honoured
across Canada.

The assembly, a partner-
ship between the hospital
and Wal-Mart, was arranged
through Glad Park princi-
pal Drew McNaughton, Sick
Kids" public affairs associ-
ate Caroline DeSilva, hospi-
tal development officer Dee
Diaz and Ed Wirun, manager
of the Wal-Mart Super Cen-
tre in Stouffville.

“Our school is bub-
bling with excitement,” Mr.
McNaughton said. “Nothing
like this has ever happened
here.”

Kaitlyn, 11, daughter of
Jason and Michelle O’Brien
of Stouffville, was admitted
to Sick Children’s Hospital
shortly after birth.

She was diagnosed with
Vacterl syndrome, an illness
that, even in layman’s terms,
is too difficult for most to
understand.

However, with childlike
simplicity, Kaitlyn explains it
this way: “some of my inner
organs stopped working”.

What followed, Michelle
describes as amazing.

Countless surgeries,
extending over a one-year
period, plus monthly checks,
has resulted in the emer-
gence of a vibrant little girl
possessing leadership quali-
ties second to none her age.

I try and teach
others how to deal
with problems

similar to mine.

These roles include mem-
bership on the Sick Kids'
children’s committee, a help-
er with Glad Park’s kiss-and-
ride program, participant in
ballet with the York Dance
Academy and lover of drama
and gym.

She’s also a Sun-Tribune
carrier. The paper’s carrier
of the month in November,
she’s saving her earnings for
the hospital fund.

With beautiful auburn
hair, bright blue eyes and
sparkling white teeth glow-
ing as she speaks, Kaitlyn
tells of adjusting to hospital
routines.

“I try and teach others
how to deal with problems
similar to mine,” she says.

“ now know my way
around (the hospital) pretty
well. I also know many of the
doctors and nurses. They've
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all been wonderful.

“My mother and dad took
really good care of me while
in hospital,” she adds.

“They even stayed with me
and slept there overnight.”

Kaitlyn's motherdescribes
Sick Kids hospital as a phe-
nomenal place.

“WeTe fortunate to have
such a marvelous facility so
conveniently located and a
staff so skilled and caring,”
she said. “We can't thank
them enough.”

During March break, Kai-
tlyn and her family, accom-
panied by other champion
children from across Canada,
will be treated to a week at
Disney World, courtesy of
Wal-Mart.

The firm's U.S. division
accords a similar privilege to
a select group of boys and
girls from across the United
States.

While visiting Disney
World, Kaitlyn will have an
opportunity to share her
miraculous story with audi-
ences on behalf of Sick Kids
hospital, promoting finan-
cial support for the institu-
tion.

She will also serve as
grand ‘marshal at Wal-Mart’s
Walk for Miracles in June.

Kaitlyn's mother, a recep-
tionist at CTV, says the love
and care Kaitlyn's received
at Sick Kids and Glad Park
“bring tears to my eyes”.

Carol Hopkins, an area
nurse, visits Kaitlyn at school
three times daily.

“She’s marvelous,”
O'Brien says.

“My room teacher, (Anne
Jones), is also very nice,” Kai-
tlyn adds.

Kaitlyn admits she's not
sure what's in store when
students gather for a school
assembly tomorrow.

But Ms DeSilva of Sick
Kids knows.

“"What better way to cele-
brate Kaitlyn's achievements
than in the company of her
peers? It’s sure to be an excit-
INng morning.”

For the occasion, Kaitlyn
will wear a pendant bought
two months ago at Sick Kids.

On it is inscribed her
favourite word: believe.

'hat says it all.

Ms

Jim Thomas is a Stouffville
resident who has written for
area newspapers for more
than 50 years.
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business that has grown quite large indeed.
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Doreen’s Chicken Pies were the first thing (
only thing) that we made. When it came to having
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Anyone who knows me well also knows
that I am not a nighthawk, because
four mornings
middle of the night to drive down to the
roduce terminal in South Etobicoke.
usually arrive in
have a coffee with
The talk ranges from tractors to trucks,
to store procedures and business, but
inevitably to produce matters.
I was mildly appalled to find out that
Kiwi is a big
stores, but nnt mine, Why so? I thought
perhaps it's where I have them

a week I get up in the

time to sit and
or 4 of my buddies.

item in most of my buddies'

I've set thmgs right now. The display is
moved, the kiwi is beautiful and the price §
is right; let's see
happens
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grade of beef in Canada
Only about 1% of the

charge extra, but not

grading system in Canada a bit of
Grade 'A’ w: number

being the leanest and

the minimum standard for Grade 'A’' , whereas

Grade

'AAA3" is the most marbled,

except

for Prime'; which is a notch higher. There is
no Grade in Canada called 'Select’. "Canada
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unique
a particular meat packer (you're allowed to do

is in fact an Alberta Grade

to

this in Canada), and this meat does not meet

the Grade 'A' standards. It's
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price and also lower in eating
In the United States there is a 'Select
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TI'TAS

When I see these, I think that this is what the

Reg. 35.99 ca.

Pita originally intended. They're

made with puff pastry (our own) and filled

flavours being apple-raspberry,

-cherry, apple-blueberry, apple au
naturel and apricot. These are big, in fact 6"

may need to
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SIDE!

I just finished a buying visit to one of
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Our fish feature for this week is from
the Caribbean where the locals call it
‘Chicken of the Sea’. The fillets are
thick and meaty, with a large flake, it’s
fairly mild and slightly sweet. How

to cook it? The meat counter fnlk

have a recipe ’ fur
sounds — an
tastes — great!
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our suppliers of planting containers.
We bought some interesting stuff, more
of the containers that sold out
last year, and a few new ones that I'm

excited to be planting in. Further, one
of my market buddies and I made an
arrangement with one of the growers
to plant some 6" pots of some more
popular varicties of container plants;
this instead of the 4" size. Our thinking
is that it's already a short season, so
better the plants havc a head-start and
look vol carlier. And, the pansies

shouldbcreadyatth:mdnfMarch It's
all so exciting . .
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PEARS —

These pears come from
Washington and are very big
and beautiful. You'll need
to let them ripen to be at

their best . . . and the best
thing to serve with thcscisa

B

We'll be making our fabled jelly rolls this week. We
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got started with th:sc a long time ago

whmumufﬂlehtchmguys(hmmo,lthmk)md:u one for the staff lunch. It was an

item that he and his mom made in their Finnish deli.

When I asked him if he could make a whole bunch
that he was very busy

with his other jobs and couldn't — and truthfully

more to sell in the store he explained
it was some

months before these appeared as an occasional and, eventually, an everyday item in our

little bakery.
We'll be m

aking them this week in these three flavours; lemon, with homemade lemon curd

and whipped cream; mocha, with layers of ganache and mocha cream custard; and mixed
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While supplies last!

VILILAGE

GROCER

Hours:

INDEPENDENT
GROCER
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SPECIALS IN EFFECT UNTIL CLOSING SUNDAY MARCH 2™

Mon. 11:00-7:00 ~ Tues.-Thurs. 9:00-7:00 ~ Fri. 9:00-8:00
Sat. 9:00-6:00 ~ Sun.

548 Carlton Road, Unionville

94()-

www.thevillagegrocer.com

10:00-5:00
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