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O'Neill saving the

Goaltender enjoying best year
of Jr.A hockey career

BY MIKE HAYAKAWA
Staff Writer

There have been moments during
the Provincial Hockey League Junior A
season when Stouffville Spirit general
manager Tom Milne wondered where
the team would be without goalkeeper
Trevor O’Neill.

On several occasions, the 19-year-
old Keswick resident has provided the
difference in the Spirit skating off with
two points rather than empty handed.

O'Neill has recorded 22 wins in
35 appearances and sports a goals
against average of 2.97 and a .901 save
percentage.

He also has a league-best six
shutouts.

‘GOALIES DON'T FALL OUT OF TREES’

“Goalies don't fall out of trees,” Milne
said. “This is definitely Trevor’s best year
since he’s been in the league. He’s defi-
nitely been huge for us and he’s won a
few games for us single-handedly.”

Entering his fourth season in the
league, O'Neill is the first to acknowledge
he’s having a productive campaign.

It's his best since he entered the
league as a rookie with the Markham
Waxers and posted four shutouts.

But after spending an additional sea-
son with the Waxers in which he failed
to record a shutout, O’'Neill had a falling
out with the team and was dealt to the
Spirit for cash.

“I wasn't prepared to go back to
Markham for a third year,” he said. “I
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TREVOR O’NEILL: Stouffville Spiit
goalie leads 36-team Provincial Jr. A
Hockey League with six shutouts.

definitely like it here (in Stouffville) a
lot more. The guys on the team we have
a great and it was a lot easier for me to
improve here. It was a great fit.

“I was definitely hoping to get more
than four shutouts this year,” he said.
“It's been a good accomplishment.

“l definitely worked harder in prac-
tice than in previous years,” he said.

Being reunited with Darryl Sauro, a
Stouffville resident who coached him
in Markham and is the Spirit’s goalie
coach, has been key.

“Darryl’s been there behind me all
the way,” O'Neill said. “He’s given me
pointers as to what I've done right or
wrong. He's my eye in the sky.”

day for Spirit

Along with Sauro’s presence, O’Neill
said just being a league veteran has
enabled him to become more familiar
with what must be done to get the job
done.

“I think I've matured through being
in the league four years. I now know
what to expect,” he said.

Milne, whose son Matt is a goalkeep-
er with the arch-rival Newmarket Hur-
ricanes, thinks O’Neill’s cool has been a
positive attribute.

“Trevor doesn't get flustered when
the opposition scores and he always
has the same demeanor. He has a good,
calming influence.

“He stops the first shot and that’s all
you can ask. And he’s a good team guy,”
Milne said.

Playing for a team with plenty of
offensive firepower gives him a boost of
confidence.

“We've got guys who can definitely
score and that’s reassuring. It definitely
helps your confidence knowing they
can get four or five goals a game,” he
said.

ASTHMA LED TO JOB IN NET

Introduced to the game as a forward
at age four, he turned to the nets when
diagnosed with asthma two years later.

O’Neill could return for another sea-
son with the Spirit if he wishes, but
hopes to be on a scholarship in the
United States or playing at a Canadian
university.

For now, though, O’'Neill’s attention
IS focused on helping the Spirit go as far
as possible in the playoffs.

Go to stouftvillespint.com for more on the Spint.
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SHOW AND SALE

Sat. Feb. 2 & Sun. Feb.3 9a.m. - 5p.m. each day
Ballantrae Cummunity Centre just E. of Hwy 48 on Aurora Rd.

Brand New Container Load of Rugs from Iran

Approx. 300 rugs incl. some pieces from India & Pakistan.
Hand knotted, Wool & Guaranteed 100% Authhentic.

Huge Discounts for Public!

Extra Special Dealer Discounts for Volume Purchasing
Tabriz, Ardebil, Bijar, Qum, Nain, Beluchi, Turkoman,
Heriz, Goravan, Bakhtyar, Hamadan & Other Tribal Rugs.
Sizes: 2’X 42 x5 ¥ x6*SxT*6’x9Y T x 10V
B'x 11’9 x 12’ 10°x 13’ 10’ x 14’ & some larger pieces
Collection of Caucasian Rugs Include Province of Azarbijan & Armenia
From Early Twentieth Century and Other Antique Rugs Available.
Good Selection of Runners: Size 2 1/2’x 10°to 3’ x 16°.

\rrive early for Abraham Seraj lmports Visa, Mastercard,
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best selection . Working in Conjunction with Clarkson Auctions

_Enter our free draw for rug @ sale conclusion.
Visit www.clarksonauctions.com for pictures & details
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Hotspots are the ideal way to stay connected, ;

no matter where your work takes you. With |

many convenient locations throughout York |
Region, Wi-Fi Hotspots provide
high-speed Internet access so
you can check your email or surf
the Internet away from the

office or home

EatRight Ontario ontario.ca/eatright

HOMESHOW

www.markhamhomeshow.com
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29, March 1 & 2 ~ 2008
Markham Fairgrounds (McCowan & Elgin Mills)

* $1000 CASH sach day compliments of YAMG Events Mansgement
* 1 of 2-52500 Gift Certificates towards your landscaping compliments of A.E. Gundert

* 1 of 3 $500 gift certificates towards a bathroom renovation compliments of
ultimaterooms.ca Ltd.

Plus much more!

Exhibit space still available,
call 905.294.2200
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