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TAIGNG THE BUS Saturflay Dec. 17, 20:15

% Newmarket %éSiden'i'TOde_' YRT in ]ulyan

BY BRIAN DUNDAS

nmemne back in-
June, prior to the
launch of York .
”. Region’s Viva rapid
~ transit system, I
“decided to give public
fransit ashot. My, -~ -~
~ admittedly, limited logic -
e Th w&ntlﬂceﬂus B
T live and work mYﬂrk -
| Reglﬂn Gas prices are
‘skyrocketing. We have a- -
transit system. Ah; the

If this works out, I can .
+d.1tc:h the car, save gas, -
money and the Earth.
-. .7 Although the trek -
i - from Newmarket to

.-~ Woodbridge would - -
'/ Tequirea GC} Tranmt!YRT .

-7 link; itwas still only two *

. buses to travel rnugh]y

i 35 Kilometres. -

.. Pretty good, 1 ﬁgllred
- ‘And with an invigo- -

~rating early morning
" bikerideto:the temunal
e ancl aleisurely15- -
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YORK REGION TRANSIT

d then Vwa thzs month Heres hzs account of the eaqyerlence

‘UIVA
One of. these is Hﬂl- R E Em?t{zlmdunce 0 1 1uoked fur ktP?a fabledd
’ A concluded, rapid is- cnmputer worktables'an
; bl:slfl ggau]fl ;lﬁgrglllggfd_ 1 _He looked at me as 1f I was wearmg | a relative torm. - found them, unoccupie d.
 ford YRT. | 5126-32 yellow Sﬂeakers and smd I had o “*  So,ittumsout,. . 1wondered how long
- . Aswe appmached the , is rapid transit. - - before they ripped them
mall, I realized I didn’t puﬁ:hase my t:cket at the statzon kiosk. - YRT mm?k five hmﬁs . outand putin nnrmal
_ . 0 R Y i e et e N e B e ' . Cﬂmnlll g tlIT.lE an SEﬂts o
| -ll;?,igwf\ﬁcllv:;; %:atsnf stélr?es 7 . °$13.80. - -+~ Thenew bus purrecl and
ofbuttons withared .- 1 " Iwanted to see if things ~ - resonated a ‘white noise .
S TO:and P That'’s préé do g | “had gotten any better fora ‘that nearly put me to sleep
- ciselywhen I beganto_ - L reeEmee T T s e R commuter living and work- - Atone poimnt, I was almost
think too hard. What if e e s o R iy e e ARG RS T ing in York Region in the’ _ mevucably Vivaﬂzed
. "these are emergency pastfive months. - At Oak Ridges, though
. stop buttons? I won- % First,I walked 15 mm “:]ike a drop of water fallmg
Lo clered rather stupldiy BH Criuges, and arrived at the - “in that old hamlet’s Hum--
"' Since I'd already. &3 5 splﬂ"waa stop at Mulnck “ber River headwater lakes
“informed the driver I wﬂg '_jfi | Drive and Yonge Street,” “ the Viva experience startecl
~ dismounting at the mall, - : - only to be confronted w*th - .-~downhill: And fast. -
. "Ifigured hed stop.. A a Hal 2000-like vending sys—' ' Richmond Hill, 1 fﬂund
" About three blocks past l & e | PR T - tem. I took onthe techno- - “has clugged arteries. Per- -
- the'mall, T told him,’ | Ve el S %?F . ‘logical challenge and.it was - - sonally, T suspect dining on.
" meekly, thatI'd wanted 'i Rt ol R pleasanﬂy surprising.-- “-fat development deals to be:
- to'get off “back there”: - BRI | et gt U SRLNE .If theresone thmg abuut _the culprlt but,;;whatever
Sl “Ynu dldntnng the X _'._-'._: e T the‘.ﬁva system, it's easy tu : the J.‘EEIS{JH prﬂ':'ress dnwn
be]l RIS R SRt - - “‘operate. Usmg a simple. Yﬂnge Street slowed to the

e 1 dldnt knnw Iwas
standing right behind. *
FIPOUT S s
- “You'll have to wait’ .

" until Langstaff,” he

minute stroll to the - I oot real k:d ff -
¢ office;T'd be getting m B |7 the bus because.a digital =, the\ﬁva and hellotothe -
G ; getung Y ‘- Isuggested he and hlS s Rt . %
3 .wnrknut toboot.: - muther mustbothbe . | ‘signabove “Hal”.told: meI : purtmn of the:trip gnverned_ e
Al PICkﬁd a Invely dﬂ}’ ..very pmud of his'cus= . hﬂt:% ilﬂ[i Iguﬂl"iUtES 10 wlé?nt b ’;he nlil YRfT syztt:én -
B fm mid-July.- . “torner service prowe ed the timer. uw~- uickly found the "~
CL s Afer lg mmutes nf --ZT‘L&;EE” w?nl'zl'(ed ms;sd larill Ifl:ﬁd 10 grg‘:l*lmutes tﬂﬂk ﬁumerfﬂg Road YRT bus to -
. peda]lmg' 1 was at ﬁl‘E h‘E lEt me fo t:he bus ﬂ : O eIl ng an.:{lEtY e dSs pI’E} EI‘ﬂElth HS EVEI- o
 depot, intensely Pfﬂlld - _-mere kilometre Sﬂuﬂ’l (}f AT e W T e e R e L e e h , “:and pointless staring-up-. - --Lknew there was some— g
" and, frankly, rather n-. "‘-'the el i E B b S Tl VM TR Sl g T T the road.out of the: equa- H thmg up when I'saW15 ;"
lmre with myself. - - 27 . Nowl was. facmg 40 TR T T R e e ““tion. T think this feature is’: penpie waiting for the WESt".
" .-Springing proudly : 2 5-m1nute wait fm the ' ' =i ;-;_ partlcuiarly useful in w1r1« bnund bus; nurmally there
%, bﬂﬂfﬂ the Piﬂﬂﬂt'ﬂﬂﬂﬂg “nextbus. i r ..‘E- ; ._ b ‘“ter-as it gives you'some - ..:‘are two or three; s b i
™ vessel, I asked the dl‘l‘UEl‘ “ The afternoon nde o “ideéa:on how much clnthmg Fnrtunately, my tlmm 9
Lo fur a ticket. - . <. was equally trying. I - A ﬂuu’ﬂtﬁeed to stave {‘Jff gasglnt that bad: The’ transu -
' ~He lnnked at me as 1f 1 waited 20 minutes at a . .“- ypﬂ ermia. - R odswereina genernus
. _'éwas wearing size-32 yel- . bus stopin 35C heat Leaping abnard the - .. " mood because.the bus* .;-_
‘low sneakers and said I Fortunately, there was stretchyﬁva capsule I cau- - arrived: The ride from’ Hlﬂ-“_'.-g _
- . hadto purchase one at ‘a'row of maple saplmgs, tlously asl~:uetc}1 a: u;rﬂmlan % ;. crest ﬂtﬂ Ishnguln Avgn;xe
i lthe station kiosk. - . each with about four ;. :~ (5 DpEI’ﬂtﬂI‘ with a‘lovely: = ; “ ~was the usual slog, bu
o AL nearly choked: when - branches and 2{] leaves_ 3 ]’amai_can accent fﬂl‘ alooate :}‘ﬁlriﬂh qmdl(eli than. Y?ngek £
" _-_"-,__'.1 fnund out it would cost - on them:- ~_';rans er.” SRR T T AITIVING atls ngton, T took - -
" me $4.65 one-way'| oL ‘As 1 cmuchecl in the i 3'="3'i "‘ _“You re lmldmg 1t she R my 15-minute walk to work
... - Hillcrest Mall in lhch- oy shade of one, waiting - said with.a’smile, in: refer- c:nand: checkecl my.v “watch one:
-+~ mond Hill, at which * " another 20 o inies ence tomy:! ticket: Rehevecl - Jast t:lme It hacl taken 2 1 / 2;_.;_
* .- pointI'would havethe ' thinking howId rather she didn't ridicule me for - -'_ . hqurs Sl R
-‘ '-'nppummny topay $2.25 - be slavflg on the. ; baelllng 131 neﬂgk:iyte, I It:-:liacu-‘ G Thtle1 samlf t?ls the t;:lld sys-w
. totakeYRT to Islington . mgcﬂnnmma] mﬂwa}; - cally skippe own the ' tem, jough the cns was
Avenue alnng Rutherfurcl than taking pubhc tml]s]t - aisle and $atin 1 thie back. - _ now just $6.50. . Hl - :.-

: Rr.:rad £ mank Region:... | | N I < The bus was neaﬂ}z @plpty -_ Sﬂ that abnutsums 1t

g%lﬁeix?iljiﬁgnt be , b “ Ah, Ehﬂtfﬂ mbf-’: Id '*1 e e ’JT.'*?'-""J_:;_":'*"“.. ‘Z: 1" .f‘“ % ‘**sTaFF FHGT{}ISIDERD WITI'EUEEM beefflﬂﬁl?ﬂtgi::?j}’}%v;fhﬂﬁ "I ___":up [ pmp el the mpl d dele-

" doing this every day. ' Eeﬂef : %vthw com- - Newmarket resu:lent and cnmmuter Brlan Dundas gets on’ the. e expected Playbny bunmes -tion of all references to the:
Maybe just on smog - mute and $13.80,.this = - York Region Transit bus in. ]ul},r and ndes it to his jﬂb in Vaughan semng coffee. . % ~ word “rapid.” Itall reminds ,
days when the govern- wasn't an option | for me. - He waited until. an gnt:rolhng 111 Newmarket and cumpared the - Whileitwasn't q'-“tﬂ l;ke - meof snmefhmg else fmm )
ment asks me,tn help PerhapsViva is my s two expenences. o R AT S L S S maﬁi;t realﬁélwas dart;ll nice, 3 Emstem P8 L

| SIJB.I'E thE air. - ' answer. o st _,:;I_‘ S Y ..__.'-__j_ SRy PRI LR ST = _at ] t, treKKing sou lﬂ _‘ 2 HE once. SEI.'I IHE‘JEI’r .

" The express bus. . Tl have to try 1t and _____ e S X iy SR et gl Hhng il BRI o g ; ur little Viva pud Cnm- et Lhmk of the future. It comes,

, -makes four stops. - “waps v " i = Tuonid B E F g et Faetd L R SR e T furtable chmrs Rmmy S scmn enough
' U T SR o 1‘:"_";- 5~-'-'. R L e e o i e g Y alsles owe el e T Nnt nnViva 1t dDI‘it

““touch screen; ] purchased a‘

- ticket ‘Unfortunately, ! the

- _system doesn’t pmwde

change solendedup pay— ;

“ing $4 for the $3.25 f:are to; -','

Rlchmond Hill::. vl
“Tmusthave ]ust Imssed

pace of a CBC mbc-ur negn—
uatmn

11111

rapld transn: th]s was nut
Finally arriving-at Hill- .
crest Mail; I said gﬂndbye tn' T

T 4
1

NAUS G AL,

P A TRy L s AT fit o T 4 -

SAVE A BUN DLE |
~ GIFT PACK

WilTtHL 7
OUR

““ 16 b Qe { o /

Jaz. Latm, Livaiy!
JAN. 21, 2006

FToy

:"_f..\uﬁ;.i‘;.—--_.- ﬁ-_, ‘_':..

{15,200

NSEEECT Do SHOws b

L:! FTvwO TIOREES TO WO SHOWS

Plus receive one FREE copy of Markham Theatre’s
value-added coupon book! Some terms & conditions apply.
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