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;'_;'_'-:as drsetp]mmg a town employee.

e fort of apnvate sessren argutng 1t's aper—
z '-"z'sennel matter: - In ‘other £ cases, -less

, g :'If-_be chseussed outside of. the glare of pub— ~

i _-'-ffthe onlyi lssues eeuneﬂlers sheuld dlseuss
i _-_.'-r'm private,.”

o :‘seme eases, munretpal eeunedlers have
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" '_.semethmg senstnve er pehhea’tlj,r embar- .
,_rasstn surfaees
.1 Certainly, there are 1ssues that need te

*:lic scrutiny - forthe geed -of : taxpayers.

- _They-include: buymg or selling property,.
- lepal affairs and persenne]'matters such

. ‘-\_

‘Under the: MUDICI al *Act, these' are

S “But the deﬁmﬂen ef what faJJs w1thm
_-these eategenes ‘can’ heeeme murkyIn
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ghty buit pesstbly embarrasstng tep1es

5 fhave heen debated n seeret

Theres httle pnvate etttzens or X ,'

0 T;-reperters can do ‘to’pry-open the closed
-~ ‘door :when- they ‘think eeunedlers are

. soverstepping - stheir-.rights --under - the -

MumelpaIAcL And there are no penalties - Legmn should be gwen space

I.etters to the Edltor

when mumerpahtles keep taxpayers in- m HEW Memo"a| Park

the dark PR Y R R

Butaeharnpren fﬂf “PEH gevernment I netleed aetn.rrty takmg plaee in the parl-ung:f;-;: it
may be on the. way. in the form of a-pri- - let north of the Royal Canadian. Legten Braneh
“vate . members ~ bill - called the. 459 in.Stouffville earlier this fall.;
* Transparency Act. hltredueed by Samia- - " Upon closer examination, I determmed the~ "
-area MPP. Caroline Di Cocco, the bill is'. eenetaph and memorial garden. surroundingit.. - {-_-_ S

EXPEEtEd to go toiits final readmg soon. --are undérgoing some renovation..As they were. : -*

‘Perhaps’ the most important: part. ef “looking-a little. derelict and neglected lately, I

Ms Di Coccos: bﬂl isa pI‘G“JlSlDIl to. apply ‘Was’

;sion illegally. - ' HE “And; altheugh (£ was' heartened 0, find these.
- Currently HCIUZEHWITU bﬂhﬂvﬂﬁ ‘301111' " efferts are‘being. spearheaded by a group-of .
Cﬂlﬂfﬂ are brea]eng the rules mst'sue the * velunteers, 1 was more than‘a little'disappoint-: -
mmuerpahty a prospect  that “can. C‘JSt“ ed to learn from them their actions were neces-.
. “thousands”of dollars’ ‘and ‘hours of per=: sltated by the fact that the. town:lends little or
~sonal time: Pitting David ﬂgﬂlﬂﬁf Gﬂhﬂﬂl o ‘support.to the creation or: mamtenanee ef
s - ‘this most desemng of monuments.’ el i
_Under the Transparency Act, resrdents --And when thé.cornér ‘of ‘Main: Street and
Wﬂlﬂd eemplam to.the Pm"lﬂﬂﬂﬂ privacy Nrnth Line gets: “fixed” by York-Region andthe
eemnnssren  which ﬂﬂ‘ﬂd 111113053 penal—' “Town ef Whttchureh Steuffvrlle, the leglen
‘ties  if- pnvate meetings - were. feund tﬂ itself :may fmd itself-in“a- mighty precarious -
““-position, to say. ‘nothing’ of all. the ether homes ::
et IE weu]d,rat least; help- kEEP Iecal -and ‘biisinesses  affected: ‘by

' 1s no way to empower citizens., -

have been’held. unpreperly

The Steuf‘fvilte Sun Tnbune welternes yeur letters oyt

- MI submtssmns must be less than 400 words and must .
B mdude a: daytime telephone number, name and address

£The Stouffville Sun:Tribune reserves the nght 1

publlsh or. not pehllsh and te edit for, tlanty and:- T

I space erte Letters to the Editor; 34 Civic Ave., PO, Ber 154

Z Steuffwlle 14A 775, e-mail Jmasen@yrng com. - )

erfar 905-513 ?525

'
T
|

glad to'se€ they were reeenung some mueh i
eensequenees fer gemg mte pnvate ses: needed attention. = . - 5

------

V- these 1mpreve—
- politicians honest: But sorne York Region . ments” to re-align the intersection: = . .
- politicians;. inchiding Aurora Mayor Tim ... S56me homes'and business are already eiese
“Jones, - bristle at the: suggestlen pnvate renﬂugh to the street to
! f meetmgs aren’t alivays on the up and-up. = the phrase ‘dnve-threugh"
“We get'elected, supposedly, with the " - Seeirig as the legion is- aIready burstmg at
g :_tnlst of residents to make, things hﬂPPEH the seams and has no surroundingspace for.
This'act assumes guﬂtbefere IHHUCBHEE: " Ithe kind of activities it would like to.hold, per-
- 'Mr. ]enes contends:* =7 L -~ "haps this:is the’ nght time for the ‘town to offer
.. s And: perhaps- Aurera eeunetl haS;-,,. ‘up some space in the “new” Memenal Park to.
' .never abused the situation. Butiit's this - allow the legion to expand its facilities: :
~‘kind ‘of- feaction- that: makes “citizens . -~ At the very least, it should frée up spaee to

give-a new meamng to ",

5 .ef war

‘more . potent:
o _threugh the years to eeme,
-multttude ef stlent wrtnesses te the deselatlen

funded itis. hlgh time we return the:favour. -
““As the town. eenslders community. input fer
the future of Memorial Park, I hope:that due -
eenstderatren will be. gnren to heldmg true te
1ts name; ‘Memorial Park.-” . -
it " And -as for:those; who, decry: war memertals
' as glenﬁeatren, do well to'heed these words of
. King George V upen viewing the’ massed
‘and memorials in-Flanders, Bélgium: “
" many times asked myself whether there can be.
‘advocates of peace upon Earth
than .this massed

graves -
..I have

fWﬂﬂdEF *WhY their:- elected " officials ;_"aliew for a proper cenotaph to-be built.that - - ~
_ would: oppose 'being - memtered and " might properly: reﬂeet the eentnbutren made ' HUG{)T KROON
| _I,penahzed if rules are brﬂken S a;j_by vetarans.. L ohiRery : e : : .
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How can cmyone 5 o .O e
0ppose 0penness? el T '

Whe wetﬁd argue agamst epen gev-—- : B ?

% '_ernment?«- B :

. ~Theiype, of gevernment that deesnt S ,.

sneak behind ‘closéd ‘doors:every: time
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smzles on ‘S’cmms
pamde m ute

Santa was ded gmg puddles and
watehrng ‘the “snow ‘melt "
Steuffmlle S mam drag Tuesda},r
"<“Could bea messy-one, Inrnny," the
-man said; during a seeutlng ‘mission in .
advanee ‘of ' Saturday: afterneens

- Stouf ville Kinsmen. parade in his name.

"~ “But it will be a’good ene,aram,._,;._ e
i snewr ‘or .whatever.’ Always 1s: The s
= :' ehrldren make it that way.” =7 o=
AT Ma}rbe it was then upeemmg feder- ot
T al election--or ‘the oncoming busy; - -
“ ness of the. hehday season;:butSanta . - -

'_l...a- A=

sensed tension in. the eed elttzenrj,r 2

ef Whttehurch Steuffmlle

& '““MaYbe the’ parade wﬂl et themf:s; s

‘ m ‘the Christmas;spirit,” ‘he’ satd

In lrght of the 1mpertanee ef the saerrﬁees'—~'
made by these men and women, it is: only: fit- .
ting’ their. menument bein a plaee where citi- ..
‘Zens can: remember and’ appreetate their.con-
_tribution:to.our freedem every day ef the year,'
net]ust Nov. 11:: S

Censlderlng
legten ‘have. ‘done:for Stouffville,
"being: one. ‘of  those ' organizations 'everyone .
‘turnis to when some:worthy cause needsto be . Lty

everythmg the veterans and. :
including

-He remembers.a parade here m' _
the late - 193{]s A “real: retndeer“- g
(uneenfrrmed reperts gay it was- -
~=Rudolph) . pulled “Santa:: from ™ = el

"+..’Ringwood. te the fire hall thenlocat- . .

— ' ed.in. the ‘heart 'of’ ‘downtown.
. Firefighters handed out candy to the' ;

- -children who fellewed thesleigh. '~ ~
- There are- fast-food: restaurants'-_f,.-_ '
- wrth drive- threughs sperts bars, e R
‘bank machines and traff’ C hghts (1) G

the reute Now. :

_Notthat Santa steps fer red hghrs 7 ':;- P

‘But'some things don't ehange

“Even with ‘all; the new: peeplef-'
mevmg into Stouffville; it’s the'same =
peeple I see. demg all the Cﬂmmum-*_fi '.

work, ” he said.:

wender if they’ Il be rep laced.” -

. Santa may wear. red but thats net_' ke
an enderesernent ‘of ‘the.Martin. .
Ltherals He's aiman of:the world, a
‘friend to all and he wrll net get 1nte"l -

eleetren predletlens

- So he won't say if any FMPs wﬂl be. |
replaeed but he’'says there's a.mes- -
~sage: behind .the .madness of Cﬂm". .

palgnmg during the helldays

' “Santa’s’ really happy- about | the
eieetten," he sald a ghnt mstble 1n_ |

~his eyes.

e | mea'1'1sllt:.wseljggr gtfts to the Chll- :
i BETHESDﬂ dren and adults.”

‘No, not’ pehtteal patrenage or
sudden funding for: federal pI‘D]ECtS
“in Whltehureh-Steuffwlle
- ““But.if the children wateh hea:r the
eandtdates treat ‘each other over the "

_next: two menths, they’ll knew hew :

net to act.”

~Try putnng that ene under the
tree, Mr. Claus. . -

..See you. Saturday Fereeast ealls
fer smiles.” -

~Jim. Masen :s ed:ter ef The Sun—
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“And over the Jast few years, seme ef T
these fine people’ have’ passed away I_‘ s
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