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SP[]T[INE DEM ENTIA . =
Cmﬁmen wemmg srgns ef demen--
!!ﬂ mefude. L

Memery Iess effectmg daﬂy functien

: People with dementia forget things .

1 “more often end don’'t remember them .

| later. They may ask queseens repeated- -
1 forgetting you've answered them; .

Blfﬁeulty perferrmng femlller tasks: -
'-They may be unable to de thmgs thet
--_ueed to be eeeend neture eueh ee
4 prepenng a meel '

il -Problems wn:h language Fergemng
 simple words or substituting with mep-
: prepnete terms;; ;- i

~Time and pleee dleenentetien 'u'letlme "
S -'-ef dementja can becoime lost on the:rs
‘ own ‘street or think they’re Iwmg G2
-:enether tlme pened =

* Peer or deereeeed Judgment ThlS een
| range from wearing eeeeeneliy meppre- :
| priate-clothing or worse, such as
“neglecting oneself or treetment fer en '

: 'mfectten or ether lllnese

Freb[ems wrth abstract thmktng Fer-
gettmg how-to  use-numbers or hew te
‘make a sheppmg hst ere eemmen
° '-_-preb!eme S S

Misptemng rteme Peeple with demen-
-tia may: plaee items in eeverely meppre- .
% ‘..pnete pleeee For example, they'll pleee_..i_.
| ~an’iron in the. freezer end be meepeble ,jgi
- ;_'_ef ﬁndlng lt Iater ¥

| "+ Dramatic mood. ehengee Peeple wrth
_|" dementia are subjeet to rapid ernetten-_.;-:;_
ho _'eI ewmgs fer no apparent reasons;” - °

i Pereenehty ehengee Suepect a petenv-,"j_
| tial preb!em ifa:loved one: demon= T

" strates extreme: eenfueren or heeemee :

‘.-feerful eusp:eieue or w:thdrewn em:i

1~ Loss of initiative: Victims become pee-'
~|--sive and refuee te eee peepte or UISIt '
_ pleeee |

',...
=

.. BY CHRIS TRABER :
Smff Writer

It can begm with memery loss,..

poor  judgmerit. and reasoning.
- Dementia usually attacks the elder- -
“ly, Ieedmg te a graduei less ef mde— b

Alzheuner’e the' mest cemmen'

eese of indignity.

tee well.

 Her mether Ester suﬂ"ered w1th. ¥
. Alzheimer’s for elght yeere un‘ul she |
dledlastyeer e 3 ener
AT IIIere COmES thet deywhen yeu---’ ;
wa]k in-and: they ‘don’t recognize
. you . enymere,"_ said the Thornhill

- in their eyes. The worst is when they i
“don’t call: ‘your ! name anymeore. - i

end it-takes every ‘ounce: of your ::
eixength
‘was there in bedy, but not in mind:
She hed beceme a chﬁ"erent per—

firl aeen

W’iﬂ’l an. egmg pepuletlen mere
Cenadlene than ever are being diag-

- nosed with ‘Alzheimer’s and- ether
ferme of incurable dementia - __

Eeu'ly intervention, begmnmg
w1th a reeegmtien of ‘the ‘onsét -
-warning - signs, “is- ‘crucial 'to ‘the:
peﬂem’e well-being and quahty aef
hfe, seyYerk Region experts."

‘Because of the penent’e detene-,.
reuﬂg meéntal abilities, the most dif-
ficult initial stage is making him or '
her realize what’s happening, said -
Unionville family physician Rafik’

form of dementia, beeemes the dis- .. |

Neclene Lebefeky knews enly' gL

eexegwer “You see thet vacant look . {#

1 felt: cheatéd.. My memf:! .

ehengee in ‘moodand -behaviour,” - REaEg

pendenee. g g g B X,

- “It’s the:mhost pemful expenenee :

Bechbache s
e 14 ueua]iy the. famﬂy member

or leved oné who comes in and seye
“mom is leewng the stove :0n:or.is - Vigila
fergeteng thmge,” Dr Bechbeehe

-said. . :
Ifthe demenee is chegnesed end_’-
treeted early, medications can slow
the progression of the disease. =~

‘An estimated 364,000 Canadians"

heve Alzheimer's or releted.dem_e_x_l-

Bermee I-Iem')r (left) and Colm Preeeett beth re51dents ef Sunnee meg
~* of ‘Unionville; keep. their; memorieés sharp by leekmg threugh phete
albums w1th exeeutwe chrecter Debble Acadm AR T e o

'_.' h_ SR t[a ﬁ Shgllt majﬂﬂt}r E_I_'E fEl.’I'lalE ThE

Several recently eppreved drugs,
e mcludmg "Aricept, - Exelon - and.
~ %:|. Reminyl, can treat mild to moderate *

‘B _clemenna alone. increased 413 per
SR cent between 1998 and 2002. .
. Once dlegneeed and under a
treatment regime, the peuent and
_ famlly have several options. -
&Y~ | To care for the patient in the "
Y.<l home requires a relative. or -other-
“7+~=1 person to provide emotional sup-. "
S5 port as well as physical care. end__ '
- =51 ‘supervision. If a patient-cant.be. - -
.| tended full time but wishes to:stay = .- .
‘at home, services are available.”
.. Thornhill-based" Queheere Inc.
7 - hasregistered nurses to ¢o-ordinate .
24" whatever 'is needed to-make the
| “patient comfortable at home.: - ..
- “We focus on'preventing further
prebleme and -keeping: ‘people out*

_2 _-ﬂf hespltals where’, symptoms of f '-

~dementia eleerly ‘worsén-due to-
. change- of environment ‘and rou-
. tine,” . executive . dlrecter Andree

Nethe_neen said.
‘Most of Ontenee Ieng—term care -
L :end retiremenit residences cater.to -
“'the ‘special . needs ef these w1th
dement{e e,
- “Quisisa nen—lnsututlenal emn— e
per cent female — are'overage 65. .. ronment that’s’ very home-like,” : - o
ance. by family merﬂbers said Sunrise of Unionville. executwe ;
end fnencle s eruelal to: deteet te]l— i du'eeter Debble Acacio. “On: arrival,
" ‘tale signs among this group. " an assessment is done on tep of the

If dementia-is suspected the “medical -repoit. “A-profile is’ also .
deeter will:conduct tests, meiudmg

a mental status exam, to determine
the cause, extent and type Dr
Beehbeehe eeud Lt

-

vast mejenty— 97 per cent mele, 89

their physical requirements, -but
~their social enci emeﬂenel neede es
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