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naovo, O’Neill:will be- makmg a.

return to his’ hockey-roots after - f :

he was acquired Saturday by the -
- Maple Leafs from the Carolina
~ Hurricanes in oxohango for. a..
- conditional " selection -.in the .-
NatJonal Hookoy Yedgue 2006

entry draft, whlch can- be no
“higher-'than a- ‘third rounder’
~ based: oo hlS goal output this -
soason.. _ ER

AN acknowledged Iongt]mo
fan of the Maple Leats ‘while -
growm up . in York’ Roglon,
- O'Neill ‘was glod to be rotunung

L

homE

“Imosoootaooaslcanbo Im
2[) minutes down the road from
“the rink,” - the veteran - right -

| el wmgor ‘told :reporters -from his ™

.summer residence. on Lake
Iosoph Saturday. ‘I couldn’t help

ohoonog for Dougie Gilmour. My -

~whole family cheered for .the
Leafs all ‘their lives. Secretly, I

" think thoy cheered for the Leafs o'
% -bit' every time we faced them.” -

~In.returning to York Roglon
O'Noﬂl hopes he can rebound
from a loss-mao-mtago 2{}{)3 04

lEFFONEILL ng Clty natwo
oxo:ted about trado to Toronto
Moplo Loafs. R e

‘campaign ‘with the Humcanes in .

--le'uoh he oollootod just 14 goals

.and 20°assists in 67" games’ and -

~had. soason oodlng shooidor
_surgory 4

But . tho pom hlS fomﬂy

‘ondorod july 21 with the untime- .
“ly:loss” of - hIS ‘older *brother, -

" Donny; a former. minor. ‘hockey -

" player- with ‘the’ Potorborough
~Petes who'was killed in an auto-:

“accident, was . forgotton for a
‘"brieftime, '
~““I'm happy to bo ploymg for
tho Mabple Leafs in a néw city; but -
-+ with ovorythmg that® has ‘hap- -
_pened-to my family in thelast2- -
1! 2 wooks zf I put a sn'ulo on thou*

oﬂ‘or of $2.8 million that includ-
- ed the -24-per-cent ‘salary roll-
hack from tho Hurnconos this
'yoar

~-AS for conung to- tho Maplo
. Leafs, O'Neill feels hecan mako a
pomﬂve oonmbuoon. i

- “I won't'tell the Loafs howr to
run their.team. But I justwant to -
bea holp," said O’'Neill, a former -
“member * of - the Thomhﬂl
- Thiinderbirds who had his num-

- ber_.retired : by ‘the Provincial -
]unlor A Hookey Leoguo olub Iast
soason :

A votoron of 673 caréer NHL
gomos, '0'Neill has complled 198
‘goals-and 218:assists: His, best:
-season-was in 2000- 01 in whlch
“he ‘set career highs_.in games:
ployod with 82, ‘goals (41), pomts
{67] and penalty minutes (106).

'He led the Hurricanes in goals -
for four:consecutive years from
1999-2000 to 2002-03.and twice
“led the tearn in points in 2000-01
" and.2002-03. He also. played in
the 2003 NHL All-Star Game and
helpod thé Hurricanes roooh the « -
Stanloy Cop ﬁnal in 2002 =
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