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 Hockey ‘ans
~preparedto.
forglve forget

after yearoff

BY R(}Y GREEN
Staff Writer N

For soime NHL hockey fans, it’s as lf last year’e ‘

N

non-season never happened.

A group of fans approached at a Newmerket -

~ watering hole-on a scorching afternoon weren't
- even considering a bﬂymtt of the professional -

~ game and say thE:Y can't walt for the first puck to-
‘drop.-

5 “I'm 4 Canacllan I
RN [ove hockey,” said Jason

g Monger of Barrie, as he
B and a few friends
@ cnjoyed sorrie cool ones

-at The Hound Friday -
eﬁerno'en. “I wouldn’t
even consider not
* watching hockey.- Last-

. .' ASON MONGER season, [ was forced to

watch j junmr hockey and
as mueh as I love the game; it’s not the same

thing. I need to see a little Darcy Tucker.”
. The réturn of the NHL is geed news from an -

economic sense, eecerdmg to Cory Reaeh also’
- of Bartie.

“We (will be) saving a Eet of money by staying
home Saturday. nights and watching the game . .
on TV" he seld “It was awful last'year when NFL
football was over and
the only thing left to
“watch was basketball.”

took an American to
‘help explain .why most
‘Canadians will likely for-
give and forget all the
I controversy and the loss-
‘of an entire NHL season.

~ "“Hockey is in.every -
Cenadlane bleed 2 sau:l Nathan Neal, a Michi-

CORY ROACH

gan resident. “They couldn't stop watching or

goingto hockey games if they wanted to. _
- “The players’ greed overwhelmed. them'and

» they didn’t think of the fans, but Canadlans don't
" care: They just want to see the games,” added
'Mr Neal who admits when it comes to hockey,

: .hee mte 1t'

5 IIlﬂI'E ;

8] " But even in Canada,
there are those for
S8 whom the resumption
Azl of the puck wars doesn't
b8 mean a thing.

e “I've never watched a
full hockey game.in my
life. I.couldn’t care less,”
sshrugged Wayne OLliff of

River Drive Park 1 in East Gmlllmbury‘ “I prefer.

gettmg

extreme games.”

His companion, Chad West of Lindsay,
agreed. “I never played and don't even knew

how to ekate

Ironically enough, it |
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‘We'll have to work hard. to win ffaﬁs’ back" |

BY MIKE HAYAKAWA
AND JOHN CUDMORE

Staff Writers
After Joe Bowen finished his

- weekly slo-pitch game Wednes-

day, he brought his teammates

.back to his Unionville house for
‘a little eelebranng, tentative as

it was. -

Not because they won.

" They were toasting a-tenta-
tive agreement reached that day
between the NHL and its play-
ers’ . ‘association. ‘Ratification
votes are expected next week

“Maybe we'll break open the

champagne,” said the long-time
~voice of the Toronto. Maple
Leafs, who, like the players, sat -

out the entire 2004-05 season

due to the leekeut “We're very
‘excited.”

“Hopefully no one will screw

this up. If they don’t take this
| one, then the next proposal

might be worse. But you never

know,” he said. |
- He thinks clubs have time to

get their marketing in gear.

- “If they regroup now they
. can heal any wounds and sell.
" tickets. You can’t do it during the -
season. And beforehand, teams -
" can get to companies before

their budgets are locked up.

- “Both sides realized some

preparation time would be

required,” he said. “Anyone who
has been in a strike situation
. knows it’s not a lot of fun. You've

got to bite the bullet.”

The negative is that
- they missed a year,
and over what'?’

Wes Jarvis .

ex-NHLer

- Mr. Bowen's ceﬁtract wﬂl be
pushed back one year and he is

-ready to get back to work calling
weekend games on Talk 640

Radio and mid-week games on

- The Sports Network and Sport-
snet telewsmn

TEREE

The list of York Region play-

ers in the NHL when it last

played included then Detroit
Red Wings Steve Thomas and

Curtis = Joseph, Raffi Torres -
(Edmonton Oilers), Jeff O'Neill

(Carolina Hurricanes) and Brad
May (Vancouver Canucks).

- Mr. Torres, a 23-year-old
Markham native and left winger

- with Edmonton Oilers, was

optimistic something would be

. worked out befere the 2005 06

season.
“It’s great. Its abeut time.

players weren't;convin

cap. -
- “It will have a mgmﬁcant_

Now I can start focusing on the
“job at hand to do now,” he said.
“Ill just-regroup and try to go -

out and have a big year.”
The lost season stings..

“I came off a strong first year .-
and I-was looking forward to - [
having a big second year-to. -

jumpstart my career,” he said.
“Now TI've

myself again.” |
¥ k¥

" Leafs assietant coach Keithw'

Acton was watching prospects

for the NHL team work out in

Toronto when he got the news.

“It’s been a long process, but .-

all of us in the business are
thrilled,” said the Stouftville res-

ident,

who has played or
coached in the NHL for 25 years.

got to look at
myself when 1 first-came into
the NHL ancl have to prove .

JOE BOWEN: Voice of the Leafs eeys

teams will have time to market them-
selves if deal is ratified next week.

“I think both sides were"
happy just to get back. It's some-

thing that had to get done from

‘both sides. There was probably

What about the fans? a lot of give and take from both

“We all have to be dlhgent to ‘sides.. I ‘don’t. think any side

rebuild (the game), because the could IEt th;%%mg go past this -
(lockout) has not been t_herbestee _S€aSON. gyt -T-,;; ’fe-;

thing for it. Butwe believe inour

product and our geme aij;d e?gﬂe H

all have to work: harcl tﬂ getgthe&

131“_,_%
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fans back,” he seld

player agent “for severale; H
stars including Mike: Rmel%and
Nick Boynton, said; he 5l

surprised if the agreemé*i;te

SNt 2
ratified. . e e

’51-,:

“After all of the werk thet’sm

even efethe
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been put into. 1te’f‘

want to play i,f I'd: Bﬁéﬂ’"& it

N.r? :‘-:31.. r‘

he said from his Thernhﬂl fiic

i "

Once the agreementiis’; erau x,ﬁﬁ
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seven days a week‘__edy%g%g% S LYOLLLE =
himself and his “clients .ontth e‘f?fan;,ee 'f@aﬁ@ai arncmﬂr:temr,}ee
intricacies of the new, eelleenv 2
- bargaining agreemente% :

fied, he entlmpates%xmeer

15‘
“What the media knew‘é"*els

There's alot more-to it than what

~might be put out in publlc 4 he |

said. |
" Mr.Thun doesn' thmk elther -
side stands to gain in the six-
year pact since it includes earli-

er free agency, a 24-per-cent
rollback ef salaries and a salary

impact on the players,” he said.
- By the end of the 2008 sea-
son, players who are 27 years

old can become unrestricted"

free agents, down from the cur-

- rent age of 31.
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Syl Appe, a Umenwlle resi- -

dent who played with the New

York Rangers, Pittsburgh Pen-

guins and Los Angeles ngs,
agrees IlElthEI’ elde won.
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“We re e:~:t1reneel1qfr excited
since it leeks like we'll be back to

'work in September,” said NHL

vice-president of operations
Mike Murphy. “It’s been a long

~year, more than. a year since -

(NHL) hockey waslast played.
“It's been a very difficult time

for fans, players and everyone

involved. It's like we pushed the

pause button after the World' 'y
Cup and haven’t pushed it back -
/ ' '

on.” .
In fact, it has been business
as usual for NHL officials such

- as Mr. Murphy, an Aurora resi-
- dent. For the league never really

sleeps. Not with rule changes to
be designed end implemented,
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RAFFI TORRES ‘Edmonton ‘Otler

forward has to prove himself again’
after lost season of hockey.

“on-ice officials to be scouted
-and trained .and all manner of
-. behind-the-scenes eheree req—

'umng attention. PR

“We want the game te eeme
back with a. totally 'refreshed
game that everybedymﬂ en]ey,

;,,,,gggeﬁhe said. =
_."““¥The players got whet they %
géii;‘;g4:1ee;"e?’ﬁiszs.a'&ee‘:. in most cases. I think -
the. m1dd]ee§e lower-end -guys
_ wﬂlgtake ost of the ‘hit. But' -
e e mnnmmnmege went up signifi-
(e -ﬂy andl think that's good.”

etring S AT e-]gfﬁyers meybe takingan
~Mr15§qﬁp S5 reegumnedmte_ hit in the bank -
4CCO] L ‘points -out*Mr. -
eMurpl‘iﬁﬂley’H be ﬁne in’ the: "

eraehare

237 gamesin the NHL.

~ -“You'll no longer: have t-he;'--
- $10-million player but average
salaries- are up. Hopefully this -~

will keep 30 teams gemg and

keep 700 jobs.
But there'was a price pald

~ “If the business isn't going p

well, you have to re-adjust it..
‘There’s many businesses ‘out .
there that have done-that but
not many have missed en entire -
ear of work,” he said |

“If T was still playlng, I rmght
view it differently, but I look at -

~ the positives. They really want a -
-fool-proof system so the (gener-

al managers) cain't hurt them-
selves. The negative is that they~

missed a year, and over what?”

— with files from jzm Masen |

i aqd watehmg it rise to .
_25“%100 and then it r.ireps to: $?{]

e L thm:i or feurth hne DL
!j};laanc}g think those players' PR
1. #ha ave de%Wellmﬁns deal.- Mini- -
i um salary is up, free agency will -
“bes yeunger and it’s cut and dried..
- blayers can take.a’ team. and"l
#teams can take a player,” saidthe
Nemnerket resu:lent whe played'_ i
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Thank You to Our Bursary Sponsors

+ Hilton Suites Conference »
Centre - Markham

» Don Cousens Charitable
Foundation
» Region ol York

* [oun of Georgina

« NCW Foundation
*Toun of
Whitchurch-Stoutiville
o Township of \aughan
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