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Stouﬁﬁ/zlle earns berth
in Eastern Canadian
soﬁball champmnsths

BY MIKE HAYAKAWA
 Staff Writer -+

M]ke Heﬁeman k:new sente-..

thmg opposing’ teams ‘who took::

to the ‘Memorial “Park ball dta- A 2

.~ mond:. durmg last. weekend’
Ontarm Amateur Seftball

e -

~With the tep tWo- tearas frern
thts event .gaining : entry to the =
upcoming ‘Eastern - Canadtan
. “championships -

ut]le Storm: ‘head -
coach had: taken the liberty ef

_ making hotel reservations for his. :
_.Clubin Placentia two months ago.
- " Heffernan’s decision turned
~out to be fortuitous as the Storm
will ‘be . occupying ‘those .rooms

natmn teurnament dtdnt -"-~:

in . Placentia, |

after capturing the tournament
with a thrilling 5-4 win over the |# L

Napanee Express in Sunday’s.
-deciding .game ef the deuble__‘"
| ehmlnatlun event.,:™ © i o -

" “I'’knew we were.one of the tep

tearns in the province and I had |
“such -a geed feeling, that we

weuld win the ‘tournament so 5.

heeked the hetel reems dn May’

o he said.

“Theres enly one hetel in . [FE

'Plaeentla and ‘we bedked the"'

whole hotel. We have 50 people
'going and the hotel only holds 50.
. The closest -hotel where a team

“has to stay-is about 50 miles away. - ji:
- We  did - our hemearerk and:we - [

‘came prepared.”

- As the final tallj;r 'ilrtdteated the."‘_. i

eentest ‘was' close ‘throughout.

The Storm was forced to come
" from behmd and did so in the [}

sixth “inning after .loading the - [E3%%

" bases and. senrmg the eventual
game-winning: run after

- Napanee relief plteher walked mj.

arun. .
Napanee had a great dppertu-

: & ruty to regam the lead in the sev- .

enth i tnmng when they leaded the
bases T

- But with twe out,. Sterm relief
p:teher Bruce Cringan sealed the
win after strlkmg out Napanee's

es. .
| NAPANEE Atso AnvANces

DESpltE the loss, Napanee will
also go to the Eastern Canadian

championships as the second-

seeded entry from Ontario.

tdp hltter en three stralght ptteh-

Steuffvﬂle Sterm prtcher Bruee Crmgan prepares to deltver a prtch toa
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Walkerton Capitals batter during last weekend’s ‘Ontario Amateur

Softball Association peewee boys’ ehmmatmn tournament at Mernnnal win..

Park: The Storrn won this game 8-3 and the title with a dramatic 5-4 win

. over the Napanee Express in last Sunday’s final. The Storm'and Napanee:

will - represent Ontario at the Eastern Canadran champmnshlps in-

Placenha, Nﬂd Aug 25-28

E

" The_ Sterm’s 'rdad te the ﬁnal'

began on a- ‘positive note last
Friday when they were buoyed by
a 20-str1keeut effort from Cringan
and a two-run ‘hit by Tyler

Heffernan to defeat the Waterlee

-

.

Twins 4-2.
| Returnrng to the field later that -
day to face the Oshawa Stmgers

'the Storm had an easier tlrne of -

Members ef the Steufﬁq]le Sterm peewee beys seftba]l team preudly

d.lSpla}" the ehampmnshrp plaque they won after defeating Napanee 54
in the deeldmg garne ef Stmday’s OﬂSA double e]mnnatldn tdurnament

at Memertal Park.

thmgs as they erursed to an 18- 0
- mercy-shortened victory.

- Erick Espiritu-Santo- set the
~tone for the Storm by smashmg a’
ﬁrst-mnmg homerun. -

Also making key eentrlbuttdns
were Robert - Kay,. Brandon
- Hampson and Nolan Benoit, who
“eachbeltéd round trippers. Storm -
-second baseman Mike. an edl-
leeted fiveRBIs. = =

- The Storm. then ‘met- some -
reststant:e from -the - Walkerton. -
-Capitals Saturday.as the two clubs -

But the Sterm breke the ame

open in their half of the Sl}{th
“inning with five runs en rdute td |

an 8-3 win.
"'The. Storm- reeerved a great
defenswe effert from catcher

‘Brian I-Ieeter to help preserve the

wetery
‘With one of two berths at stake
to . make . the ~trip ; to

Newfeundland the Storm were
assured of a berth later that-day
. after edging Napanee 7-6 to g0
undefeated in the round- rdbm
segment.

Sterm Ppitcher Travis. Cenner
struck out nine batters toearn the

Key hits were dehvered b
Deug Jones, who, drove’ in feur
runs, and Heffernan wrth two
RBI§,- TP

~ OQutfielder Branden MeKenme
"exhibited grit after breaking his -
hand durmg the’ game. He
remained on the field until the
coaches were able to replaee

hlm. |

Already assuréd of.a berth m

" L]

the Eastern Canadlans, the Sterm
" met Napanee:agdin in the finals

~ Sunday and went down to defeat ;-

-~for the ﬁrst tlme m the tdurna- ;

ment 13-3. ) :

.That set the stage fer the

'_ ._ tlebreaker later that-day. -

TEAM HAS CHARACTER
In explamtng the elub

SHC- "

cess, Heffernan felt their eharae—-..-

,_ter played an essential. role.:

-“We're- net as athlette as. ether

“When .one player:falls: ‘down,

| the others. turn around: and pick-

“him up: That’s been our success.

-'They suppert eaeh dther," he
-'sald

He alse eredlted the e[ub’

_,eemmttment ‘that hegan last
~November with indoor- praetlees
- twice . a 'week befere gmng eut-
. dedrs in:April. g

- Once . eutslde, | the Sterm

ﬂplayed in ‘two leagues including

one in their own*age group and...

“one above in the bantam division.
~As well, they’ve taken part in' sev— -
- 'eral weekend tournaments.

“The bdys have worked really

;-’hard This is-our second year
' -tegether and toreach the Eastern -

'Canadian championships’ was an

. establishabled goal.”

Other team memhers are Chrts

| "Parne and Braham VanZeeland

- Assisting Heffernan were Rob
Sante, Mickey: Finn, -Peter
VanZeeland and Scott Cenner
Joanne Cringan is the manager.

" The Eastern Canadian cham-
pionships will run frdm Aug. 25
teZB .

Whltchurch Stouffvﬂle softba]l assoc1at10n earns [ pra1se from C .ASA

BY ]IM THOMAS
Cerrespeadeat

Whltchureh Stouffville’s seft-—~

- ball program was roundly pratsed_
during opening ceremonies at'a

~11-team peewee tournament that
commenced last

Memonal Park.-
Dawd Clue, presrdent of the-

Frtday -at,

Ontarte | fAmateur Seftball

- Association said the town’s repu-

tation for being “a notch hlgher in

Clue’ pratsed the dedtcatlon
and efficiency of league president -

e ha T -t i i

" A iy g
Sy

- of volunteers for whtch Steufﬁnlle
" is famous. - - -
- terms of Sportsmanshlp is recog- “hmateur seftball is enly as :
" nized across the province. "~ -

“Now I knnw the reason why, '

'he added. s
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Iune Dener and her willing greup

strong as the amateurs.who make

it -'work,” he said, noting that, in
recent years, these numbers have .
- declined. - .

L “Give a little ‘of yeur tlme,

« KT

A e

Clue urged. Ydu dent need te
~donate your life.”

‘Doner - said Whttehureh

Stouffville deemed. it an honour "
-and a privilege to host the tourna-

ment, Wthh sent the hemetewn
Storm _ and - ‘Napanee " to" the

B EaStem ‘Canadian fastball cham--

.. pio nshlps in Placentia, Nfld. from -
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~Whitchurch- Steufﬁnlle Mayﬂr
Sue Sherban also- addressed the
players and onlookers." '

~The first pitch of the tourna-
“ment was delivered by long-time
Whrtehureh Stouffville fastball "
premeten Mary Myers _ ef
Vandorf -

..-:d R

:teams but’ our-.guys-have: plenty

“were ‘embroiled./in - a: 3 3 tte '_ﬂfhﬂﬂl't and they play as a team.

'_ through 5:1/2 innings; -
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