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BY PHIARTIN DERBYSHIRE
- Staff Wr:te:r

Crystal meth’s pepulanty has spread _'

across British Columbia over the past

four years as fast as a wﬂdﬁre in the :
_interior..- . - .

- Now ieﬁ enfe[cement experts agr
York Région and the rest of the Greater
Toronto-Area could be the next logical

destination for the deﬂgereue drug and

labs that create it. _
- “If it’s not there nbw you ean betit

'sebn will be,” said Corp. Scott Rintoul

‘with the RCMP S dru enfercement
~ branch in- B.C. “In tbe 1980s there was

“Crystal methamphetamine, also .-

ee, -

| 'eeke In the’90s ¢rack: In the newrml-_-_ o
: lemuum, it's all about crystal meth.”"

lmum as meth, speed; crank; orice; is:

.....

Ree1pee arejust an‘Internet eeereh

m ‘the privacy of your own home."

-

“ “Drugs are‘always a concern, but

Having watched. the suburban

_ xplusmn of large scale marijuana ETOW
» '_- bperanene and ehemleal eeetasy lebs

s "} Check out the varlm:e hearth care opportunltias for
- HNs - RPNS -TNurssng Students .. F‘SWS -

- ! Phyelbtheraplsts .. Oecupatlona! Theraplsts -
v - and other Hea[th Care F’r::ui‘eesm::rnelek e

ot f' fe yeur urgmization hﬂerostecl in _perﬂdpaﬁng?
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a cooked-up eembmauen of ever—the-'.,_ %
- counter cold medleaben ebutelmng

-awey, the ingredierits can be boughtat: -
any pherrmac}r and hardware store'and-
- arudimentary knowledge of chemlstry e
-is all that’s needed to cook-up-a batch

i _these new types of drugs the drugs yuu;a'--
| . can manufacture:in your home and
- make millions in prbﬁts tbey ere a def- :
_1111te threat,” he said.
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'chusm or death,” Corp _
- anugly. drug It’s not like ee‘eaiue. This
drug is a lot worse.” '

,- mYerk ChJef La Barge say‘s llicit drug
- trends in Canada have followed a .-
familiar path, moving from the Umted
.States into B.C. and then across the *

. " country to the GTA.

Police fear erystal méth wﬂi feHew a

:smlﬂer road. .

. The drug has already risen in pepu- %

p larity, moving from California to the ber—
-der state of Washington, where almost -
1,400 crystal meth labs were busted ]ast

#o bmge. gemg mﬂmut sleep and eatmg

very little fer sememnes ﬁve or suc days

~atatime. .

“Cry etal uleth is pretty seary sau-:'l--

. WendeWeud a pharmacist at the

Centre for Addiction and Mental

- 'IHealth in Toronto. “Unlike a lot of -
- drugs, you won't find too many recre= . .
ational users. It sure has a hold on pee— ;3
. ple and it can destroy lives.”. e

'On abings; what’s called twea]qng,

: '_ since 200{} Cerp Rmteul eel::i

-~ RCMP. efﬁeere eendueted 40 meth

g leb relde In 2(}04 There were nene ln
2000. - :

“It’s prebably always been here it

- ]uet wasn't getting the attention druge
-~ like crack; ¢ocaine and hemm were get—

For pehce home brew dope; sxmﬂer,' : -- -.Eﬂg." hesaid: “Now itis.”

to. meth, is considered one of the

‘biggest.threats to the future of pubhe
'_safety, York Regional Police Chlef s
ﬁrmaud La Bargesaid.. | -1 e ST

Concemn from police and heelm

- authorities alike stems from the. feet
_crystal meth hasa tendency to eem--
' -pletely take control of a user.

“And the end result is elther psv- . -

Smeke, enert or sheet a $5 or $10

M e ba and the high might last 12to 16"
: '-_beure The hlgh-energy, meredlbiy
. ;addjeuve nature ef the drug sees. ueers
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Rintoul said. ‘_FIts .

_cocaine and heroin have long hada
- foothold in Vancouver’s Downtown-
- ;Eastside, but meth has managed-to .
o make 1ts wey into suburban end rural

| _: the lack of sleep and over the short -
. 7:term that should go away, when. the -
~drugis out of the system and they get
- some rest.-But if someone uses for -
. years, there could be some permenent o
psyehbsm ” Ms Wood said.

“Like a lot of illicit drugs, because
peeple tend to be mulu-drug users,
specific long-term effects are tough to -

- pin down, but Ms Wood said meth can

cause cardiovascular and spinal cord -

b .damage, tooth decay and gum chseeee
s Methemphetemme drugs have ™ ~
been around since the 1970s, but, like - ::

ecstasy, this latest crystal form of the

drug discovered a newfound pbpulenqr

in the rave scene of the late ’90s. -~ *
Cheaper to produce than eestasy,n

but giving ravers the same sense of -
“unlimited energy, dealers began meeng
~itin'with ecstasy to.increase preﬁts

With the rave scene dying ¢ down, -

‘meth moved to clubs, the stréets eud
-.evenmaﬂy hlgh eeheeie Cbrp Rmteul

S said.

I-Ilghly addletwe druge like eraek

e,

¥
Sl

year.© |
And it ! . _ _ _-ravation
s has been i s SEtlﬂaﬂd |
, “Seenon Drugs are elweys a cencem, but these new types aggres
-thisside - ef drugs, the drugs yeu can menufacture in yeur Sive " s
‘- -of the - - behav- -
§ __.berderu]--, hame and meke m:llmns in preﬁts, rhey ared . - jourand ‘- -
LEVeK 1 def inite threer . psychosis.
increas-: . ", take over. .
'. .lngnum- el o Al
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eemmmuues surruundmg tbe e:ty
“Places like Chilliwack, Abbotsford, -

" Squamish, Maple Ridge,” Corp. Rintoul

-+ said. “It's all over the emaller cemmum-

ties.”
While pehce say urgemzed crime

e ﬁgures have taken over control of most

of the ecstasy and marijuana produc-

tion in York and across the country, set-
.. ting up large scale grows and labs, crys-
- talmeth has g gene ina dlfferent d.l.l'E‘:C—
the eﬂ'ects ef starveeen encl sleep dep- !

tion. -
“It’s mostly the sma]l mem-and-pep

“labs thatyield about a half an ounce

per cook;” Corp. Rintoul said. “It’s not

' ';brgamzecl crime; atleast notyet.”

The-smaller scale of the labs doest't

e reuder thém any lees dangereue hew-

fever

N Meny of the sulvents and amds used-
_to cook meth are toxic, highly flamma-
_." ble and as combustible as enyﬂung '
f-’ _l'-uee{i in‘an ecstasy lab.-

The facta cook may alse be a user-.

. R who has been hjgh for three days dbes— i e
: _'nt help either; Corp. Rintoul said. -

- ‘But the size of the labs‘may ]uet be

the reason police haven't seen manyin
" .York Region to date and why we may
* not see very manyin the near future

York drug squad Det.- Sgt Keren

Noakes said. :
‘Of eeuree we heve ebueeme ebeut

| any type of chemical labs being set up
_in York Region. But so far, the trend
here has been towards the larger ecale -

ecstasy labs. We haven't seen a lot of . -
‘the mom-and-pop, small labs eeeeemt—

- ‘ed with crystal meth. The trend hE!I'E is

the super labs,” she said.
‘Mom-and-pop meth Iebe usuaﬂy

E service small existing eddlet popula: -

'uens, often taking over on streets and

~..areas where craek and ceeame use

once dominated.
Unlike some Iarger cities, Yurk
- Region municipalities don’t have ™

i neighbourhoods or streets wreught 4
. with drug problems, which means the -
- ready-made market for meth is net o
‘ here, Det Sgt Neakes Sﬂld
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SPEI.LING BEE

1n.ﬁt:afiiuteluuel‘i Steufﬁrllle Strawbérry. Festival’ brmgs (o yeu
" the annual Festival Spelling Bée Contest . . - |
Smurday July-2nd 2005 at 1:00pm (arrive-15 minutes early for ChELk—lI'l) |

Kumen Centre 5. leﬂry Lane N.-of Mam Off M1ll Street

Pre-Regis

tratmn

(Dreup cempleted registrations to.Lebovic LEI.SUI'E Cemre g
30 Burkhelder Tewn Office 3? Sendrferci Dr o Sl

Enlmn{a mu5t be a I‘ESI(IEI‘![ ef Whuehureh Steuffwlle | '_ |

® Regustmuens l:e be reeewed no latér than June 281h 2004 |
‘ -~ e Must bé age’6. 1013 years: |
Fer Mere Infermauen Pleese Call (905) MBFRRY (642-3??9) or Kumen 905 640 50?8

Addtuenel Reglsueuen Fenus mayhe preked up frem Lebewe I.euure Centre 30 Burkhe[der
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