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e " team is off to-England as guests Df the Hurlmgham Pﬂlﬂ Assa-
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Let’s face 1t=- mentmn the ward “pulu” to the avera 6 Can _

dian and.images of swimming punls explﬂrers DI' an:’e

Charlesmllhkely come to mind. ] e T
- But for many. Canadians, polo i is synnnymuus with hurses

-and thee two go back a long way. In fact, poln could ver}{_w_e]l be

-
W '-'h'a.‘.

the oldest team sport known to man. R T
According to.the United-States: Polo Assacmtmn,,ﬁle "‘g‘nv-
erning body | fnr polo in the U.S. and Canada, the spnrt datés
.back about 2,000 years when it was likely first played on a bar-
ren campgmund by nomadic warriors. It served as valuable
training for cavalry and, by the Mlddle Ages was played fmm
Cunstanhnnple toJapan.. ..o i L
In the early 1800s, British tea lanters in India mtnés"sg_
t.he game and, by the 1850s; the Brmsh Calvary drew up some
mlea Polo was well established in England by the 1860s... - .
- Then in 1876, James Gordon Bennett, a noted American
publisher, balloonist and adventurer, was captivated by the
sport and brought it to New York; where it caught on-immedi-
ately. Within 10 years, there were II]EI_]DI' clubs all over the east
ciudmg Newportand LongIstand.: * . -~ & = hoe o
~In the eaily: 1900s, polo tooK on: Olmplc staMs Gearge
Dupﬁnt executive:director- of the National Museum of Polo
-and Hall:of Fame in Lakeworth, Fla., says the first: Olymplc
.game'was played in Paris in1900, followed by. London‘in 1908,
Antwerp in 1920, Paris in 1924 and Berlin in 1936: Sadly, polo
~hasn't seen’ anﬂther Olympics since, but there’s a grmup work-
ing  on trying to reinstate it as an Olymplc SPOTE s i
~In Canada, polo was a cowboy sport in the West lﬂng befnre
“the. advent of organized: rodeo. In fact, says Calgary authc-r
Tnny Rees in his book: The Gaffapmg Game, the game was
1ntrﬂdm:ed in ‘the West some 20.years -before Britain’ caught - _'
- on. From the first match in southern Alberta in the.1880s; the
- ‘game’s popularity spread like ‘wildfire ‘through the’ fcmtlruﬂs _
ranchl:mds and it made an impact across the county, too: =
“Canada is now an'international polo contender, too. Tea,m
Canada has:competed ‘at Federation -of- International ‘Polo
{FIP} tournaments..And in 2004, Polo Canada (cnmpnsed nf
the Canadian Polo Association and.the Polo Training ] Fﬂunda—
_tion Canada) hosted a:junior Australian-team:in Calgary and -
“Toronto, ‘while Canadians were hﬂsteﬁ by South.Africa;,-New -
féealand and Australia. Later this surhmer; a junior.Canadian
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c1atu::n and the Pony Club Polo:™ e L
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‘Look for this and other excilin? spm::uls in lhls weeks i
- .~ action packed insert full of fantastic specials™-" . . '* -
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