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STAFF FHE.'I'TD!MIKE BARRETT

o Nemarket Regmnal Coun{:ﬂlor Tany Van Bymen took our-
' transit challenge. Here ha waits far a bus at Mulack Drive and

-._-Ba}fwew Avenua i

Newmarkat Ragmnai Caaaczﬂar
and transit . committee member.
- Tony Van Bynen’ got out.of his car

- and used York Region Transit May

17 and-18. Following is an: adzred
-‘-_uarszan afms Hansatdaary =T

My ﬁrat unpraasmn in. takmg
. transit ‘was the greeting . from the "
‘driver on the London/Bristol roads.
route whan I boarded the ﬁrst
mr:-rnmg =
- When1 ITllSSEd my caanacuan
-;' at Main Street and Davis Drive, the
-~ driver called ahead to thebus L had -
‘missed and. arrariged for him to
. Iaop araund tha black ta plck ma
u
> pOn the return mp, the Baymew
Avenue bus was already at the stop
| -llght and could have left me stand-

" ing; but when I waved my transfer -

from across the street, she waited

for the light to change so.1 cauld_ .

- “cross the road and board the bus:

_On all-of my trips, there were

-' -'naver more than two or three peo-
pleon the bus. Most were students
- in their late teens or early 20s, a
worker headed home from an’
_industrial plant, a senior cammg

" home from'shopping.
' Tha benefits of transit in Yark
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; 'Tuasday, May 17; hama to mummpal
- office— 16 walking minutes, 26 wamng

- u..r-.- i-'i.".r“"'"‘li ;&l-;,‘ -ﬂg. n??é'ﬂ'

Regiah areheawly ﬁeightad ta

- inter-municipal ‘users; like New- -
. market to Toronto, Vaughan and’
;Rlchmand Hill. But for in-town,

.users, some things need to change: .

- My trips to- and from Main-
Street- and Londan Road to the

-municipal office on Mu[ca:k Drive
were only 4.5 kilometres each way

but the average all-in time — walk-
- ing; waiting for the bus and actual

- travel time — avaragad 52 mmutes
" compared to nihe minutes by car..

= The walk time and wait time is
-almost 2-1/ 2 tlITlES the actua} trav-

el time and you need to taka threa -

_minutes and 10 riding mmutas ‘Munici--

- pal office to home — 10 walkmg min- -
i _utas 32 walang mmutes 24 ndmg
: -'_mmutes L

._Wednasday; May 18: hama to mumc:pat

office =16 walkmg minutes, 12 wamng

~“minutes, 18 ndlng minutes. Municipal. -
- office to home = 27 wa[kmg minutes, -
~.nine wamag mmutaa seven ncllng mm-
."_utas | AL

.-_I‘.Twa day tlme tatal — 33 per centwark- -

~ing mlnutas 38 par BEI‘It wamng mm-
utes, 29-per cent riding: minutes. '
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the state of

Last of a faurfpart.ﬂ
series discussing
public transit
in York Region
Visit wiwiv.yorkregion.com to view our

State Of series on waste, education,
. public safaty and transit.

different routes. We need to reduce
the number of transfers.

Bus schedules and timing seem
to be focused on a “to work and
home” framework. For mid-day
appointments out of the office, 1

- needed to hitcha ride three times_
on Tuesday and four times on. |

Wednesday.

The current framewark is not -

effective for our in-town users.

We need local solutions that |

focus more directly to our cus-

tomer needs, rather than on gener- -
. al traffic patterns or transit princi-

ples applied on a broader scale.

1 think it’s great that YRTis initi-
- ating a small bus trial in Newmar-

ket this summer but I want to con-
tinue to-explore the dial-a-bus
“option where you book your trip
and they arrange to send out a bus
- whenneeded. .

Yes, it sounds like a ta}a, but nat
when there are six to- eight other

paaple on the same route at the -'

SHIHB t[HlE'

~AndI still baheve we can replace‘ 2
all of our- major (Newmarket) o
. routes ‘with the-same number of *| . §§
“smaller buses that-would take you_ S

-from origin to destination -on the
. same bus or with only one transfer

on an as-needed basis. It would

allmmate walk time, reduce wait
times and the need for transfars

‘On-the plus side, all but one of.

“the buses 1 rode: ‘were clean and
~modern. Staff was friendly, helpful

-and courteous and seemed to have
‘arapport with what appaaxad to ha |

regular riders.

~ Itis. cumberaama trymg to find
" the routes and coordinating those
connections from the bus sched-
“ules. The YRT website is little.more

‘than an electronic varamn af tha‘.

prlntad schedules. """

‘What's needed (and may be
under davalapment} is software
similar to'Map Quest, where you
give your point of origin, your des-
tination and the time you need to
be there, so the system can autlme
the routes,

1t felt good to take transit; like T
 was doing my part for the environ- -
ment. And it felt good not having to-

wrestla ‘with “traffic. "Now, if we

- cotild just figure out a way that it

works for me'and my schedule.

N might even use up the remain- :

mg six tickets-this summer when I

know the weather will be nght and

Iwillbein tha office all day. -

s dimily

- of early morning traffic.
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BY ROGER VARLEY
Staff Writer
For Jules Bedeau of Markham,
taking the bus was a mmang expe-

riénce.
“Iam chan mg to the bus,” M.

Bedeau said recently after a two-
day experiment to detarmme if |

York Region Transit services could
offer hirh a viable altematwa to
usm his car. .

Untll taking the Yark Regtan
Newpapers Group’s Transit Chal- .
lenge and riding the bus April 21

“and 22, Mr. Bedeau’s daily trip to
-work involved riding in a car with
- his sister, Terri, from theirhome in

the Markham Road/ Hwy. 7.area to

Hwy. 7 and Leslie Street.
He said the trip usually- ‘takes

about 15 minutes by car because

Although he doesn't start wark

until about 10 a.m., his sister has:

to travel to Woodbridge and then

- on to Toronto, so she would drap
| him off at his office.
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Taking the bus al_iawedlhim to
leave his home much later. Result:

stilla 15-minute tnp, but he wasn't

fighting traffic.

“In a car, it should take less
time,” he reasoned, “but the roads
are congested early in the morn-

ing. By taking the bus, I'm avoid--

ing the bulk of the traffic.”
“It makes more sense for me to

take the bus all the time,” Mr '

- Bedeau said of his experience.
“It’s._environmentally .consci-

entious, I have time to. raad_ and

‘possibly meet some people.”

He said the walk from the bua
to his office — and to his home'on.

the return trip —was "neghglble”

Not that he faun{i n'ansn W‘lﬂ]- .

out its faults.

“The schedule is aamatlmas -

. unpredictable “and " so s tha A

_weather,” he said.. .
“And because of the mfraquan—

- cy of buses, you're up the creek

vathaut a padclla if yuu miss you ur
-bus.”
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]ulea Badeau af Markham wﬂl I'ldE.' York Reglan Tran51t every' marn-

.- |-l-
$"5,.:T. 'ii-' ?"

3 A Fae
i a-ta#fﬂ* L T G

l,.' _.r.-"-

] G
L e
o el

YOU WMT !NG FO
Tlns Suhscnptmn Seasnn is selling like W|Id Fire!

e S ~ Our CREATE-YOUR-OWN subscription fnrmat offers More Choices, Greater Flexibility, Saumgs
aﬂr up to 23% OFF Regular Ticket Prices and {!utsianamg t;ukat exchanga hanefrl:s' ok
--:rrfmum aj-'_ﬂun’t miss aut on the tremendnus saumgs' Tl

o mg to wark. Ha baards the bus at HWY 7 aﬂd Wmclrldge Drive.
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