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i V‘ua won t work
s -.#wnthout deslgnated

by -._.-""-

Ianes. Roy Green wrltes

-\.._ ',
Ll

1ap id for at.least-another year.:

Gn Tuesday;- Sept 6, a fleet of 85 reptd;_-
ege ‘will
ICI‘GUEES*_';‘
L s York: Reglen .— Yonge Street from. -;'
- Newmarket to; the ‘Finch- subway. station,
- :Hwy. 7 from Markham to Vaughan-and two' -
o nerth south hnks eenrmg the: bue1est eem—" |
L ?'i:_'ders ef‘ofaugh'ei'i' and’ Markhem :
Ly And altheugh ‘the: regmns venttlre mte'r '-
“+<BRT . (bus. repld transit) . service, . will:- -
unpreve travel times by’ up to’ 25 per cent:
over the: conventional transit system, the
eleek deuble blue Viva buses will be fac- :
mg, for a while at least; the same prebleml_;, ;
“weall have dunng rush heur— u'afﬁe con--

trenelt buses can'}qng the Viva
| ';:i,begm eperetlens on feur h]gh-tre

gestlen

Ty - Until the BRT gets its own dedleeted'-._- |
g ‘lanes, buses ‘could be stalled in heavy traf- |
ki ﬁe and the ‘service: won't ‘be’ operating at .. |-

- ‘peak efficiency, 'says Mary—Franeee Turner,

vlce-preeldent ef the reglene raptd transu A

eerpnrauen

“The real key to: putung the repxd in
repld transit 'is “to-have dedicated -transit - ‘
| ,lenes separating Viva vehicles from mixed - |

traffic,” Ms Turner said. “That’s expected to

heppen in the secend phase ef our plen If >

Rﬂpld ‘transit etﬁetaﬂy arrives in’ Yerk""':]"
Reglen this fall, but’it won't be at 1t5 meet' ',

- L

e -
u-i.";'-r"c"._—v':u-'i..,'r-r;' A A

nfrestrueture

=get: the, go-.»
ahead for ‘the sec-
end ‘phase. soon, -
we zcould: “have :
“'some - deetgnated

the state of

ﬁmdmg is need- -
TR _;ed said regional
e :_-':,ehalrpereen Btll

Ianee in ‘place b}r
2008.” ..
_:.._In Gttawa it
- took*® 13- ‘years: to:
|- .:complete a" bus-- e
enly tranmmay, Hi

- but that's ‘the TeA- i i e
“sonthat mt}fe SYS i st i

Regtenal Transit.

.. system " had carried 500" million_ riders.

buewey

yeer rapid Henelt plan.
Regional - offi

federal and provincial governments since
“kicked 'in $50 million each for the first

September

m York Regzon

M 5 I - H -.l.\'l
aw

' .' o i"“-:' _.' L 2 e
SAE ..l :

_.temis- s0- highly. regerded eeeerdmg o ;-':.'--'f-2{]06 Were sttll net eﬁ’ thet target if there’s -

Mteheel Fttzpatrtek ef Ottewa Cerleten,--:

“The first: seetlene ef the exeluewe..,.
buswey epened in 1983 and in 10 years; the. -

- Today; it. beests 31 kﬂemetres ef excluewef i

-Thus, 1t seems the enly thmg I-:eepmg,
Yerk Region from truly rapid transit is the'
smellmaﬁerefabeut%ﬂﬂnulhen theese—-,,.' g
-mated amount of money needed to com- |
pIete theé second phase of the ) reglene 20— o

systems. -

icials ‘have been awamng': _
werd on funding announcements from the . |.

+...-well, since all three levels of government
. phase of Viva, - the phese epemng thle-. .'

- Funding; in the fenn of geeehne tax rev-f 27 t‘ne},r can.make buses move even-10 per -
enue already announced by the sénior lev-'. | =

ele ef gevemment 15 weleeme, hut more

o .' 'j."-'_f-_‘ﬁ’.;'_'i:-z_-'Flsch e
g i wae enﬂel-- ,
petmg it would
“be enneuneed
by IICM‘;" he said.

J-*-'.-“The engmel
“plan; was 1o get
.- phase "two:into -
. construction b}f

~_:an.announcement. see_n but we rney heve

te wait another year.” ¥

|- Even -without - demgnated BRT lanes
"f_,V;tva hes initiated: a- number of i unpreve—-

" ments to’ epeed up.the process, meludmg

. fewer stops, eemputenzed signalling that -

. gives buses priority at intersections, queue-

< jump’ Ienes end mte]hgent tranepertetlen

"'r

o .

Theee wxll aliew V‘ve vehlelee to helcl
-__green ‘lights‘longer and move threugh
"-.=';;1ntereeeﬂens faster, Mr: Fisch said:i s
e ) appreetete the immediate 10 per eent
g 'te 17 per cent improvement in travel times: -
in Viva's first, phase, one only needs to look
at New York, ‘where” a: recent report. says
someé Manhattan buses crawl at 4 miles per
" hour, only’ shghtiy feeter then the averege
_humen walks.- . o
£ ’I‘ranspertatten plannere there say- 1f 3

‘cent faster they can' revelutiomze travelin.

'.;--g;.:;_-meludee mest of the 'same featurés being - ..
. .used here == fewer etepe, eemputenzed 2
_-'_'{_?-.elgnel[mg encl eventually, demgneted:
"._':--_"IH.HES bt

’ﬁ : '.: deereesed bus travel times by 25 per.cent.

__.tem,” M. Van Bynen said: o e

; “'-*we clent taxpa}rers are gemg to. be paymg
_;._-ﬁ-..j-tee much.” 4

-ff"-_:.dlﬂ'erent texatlen rates for. urben end ural:< o T
- residents,-Mr.":Van" Bynen said,’ cltlng.--- A
| . Ottawa, where mner-etty residents pay.an - -
_annual transit levy of $430°'on their proper- -
|ty taxes, cemp_ared te $69 fer

_---:_dents‘ B
. .I A% ot _-_ -"_lr 1N .- 3 ) ] ... 3 :_:__-I,..i.--_-_' : [ -I,'_':i1 .._h..p.',‘.r._.___ . ! .

the ﬁve NewYerkbereughs

And the ve uut:leted e pregrerh Whlﬂh..":_ e |

n Lee An geiee, the mtretiueuen ef des- 3
gneted lanes . and fewer . eteps has_

“Viva éxpects tobe earrymg 36,000 nders- e
a t:ley by: the encl ef 2006°and;as‘many.as. - . -
140 000. peseengers by 2021 Only about 8
per cent of residents use t['ﬂl‘lSItf te get__‘_ S
ebeut ‘MsTurner said-. e

- YRT,*however, neede te move thet te et
3{] per-eent spht to meet its’ eb;ecﬂves — a‘ S
SIgmﬁeent increase, she added. . Falovn it
e IfViva doesn’t meet its nderstup targets e
taxpayers will feel the crunch, accordingto” -~ -
Newmarket Regional Councillor Tony Van - - =
Bynen, a member of the transit committee.

:“We have to. get revenues.up to least’ 50
:per.cent of -costs —"the 'same-level now -

belng met b}r the eenvennenal transzt sys- -_ --

““That’s going to be a majer eha]lenge If_‘_,_-. ke

i fact, the regten mey heve te eenmder o
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