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BY LISA QUEEN
Smff Writer

i .ward for the sun’s rays. |

--"seenungly trivial could un-

“ntheend, itall came down to-
“a sunflower reaehlng sky-

Funny that sernethmg SO

lockthekeytoa mystery sur-

reundmg a Canadian cultural icon.
. The ‘sunflower is part of The

Tangled Garden, perhaps'the best-

known painting by artist James:

Edward Hervey- (J.E.H.) MacDon-
ald, a feundlng member ef the
. Group.of Seven: |

While it had long been’s auspeeted --

_the artist capturéd the famous scene

- In"1916 at his Thomhill property.at

121 Centre St., known as Four Elrns, -

1t had néver been proven.

There were alse rumours he :

- north for inspiratiori. As a member
> of the Group of Seven; Mr. MacDon-

.' eeuld have rehed on. a setnng up ;"

- ald travelled to plaeee such-as Geor-

-gian Bay and Algonquin Park to cap- -

ture scenes oI canvas.

- “I'thought J.EH. Maetlenald was
. so-famous that somebody, some art -

student would Have written his

- Ph.D. on:(The Tangled Garden) but-

we  couldnt” find “it. It was just
painstaking going through it all,”
said Susan MacDonald, a relative of

" on the project, whleh is eestmg -
-$190,000. The city acquired” the

property from Mr. MacDonald’s son,

‘Thoreau MacDonald, in 1974. . ¥
~-Mr. Waverman helped recognize

the significance of the sunflower.

After team members had.finally R

managed to_establish The Tangled

‘Garden had béen painted: at Four

Elms, they believed the actual spot

was. up against the west ‘side of * &#

house because slats of a building can

be seen through the artwork’s tangle.
-of flowers. - .
- But Mr. Waverman reahzed there

15 no way the sunflower in the paint-
ing would be straining northward to

- the sky because sunflowers traek tllE'

sun from east to west.

That meant the team’s perspec-

tive had to be shifted 90 degrees.

. After searching Thoreau Mac- |7
Donald’s journals and sketches of .. |74
_the property, the team determined
-there had been a horse barn-on the -
property which burned down in the - g%
1930s. A closer look at.the painting - [z
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revealed hinges for a barn door, Mr. - [igrgeh

Waverman said.
Thécity] hlred an areheelegy con-

'eult]ng firm, which quickly found
the footings of the barn. Posts

- recently erected stand as a symbolic

oy euthne of the structure, -

the artist who is part of a committee -

reeearehmg the history of the paint- .

rng and restoring the preperty

“David Wavennan is alae part ef :_' -

the tearn

“Heisa Senior landseape arehneet e .
- tesearch about five years. ago, it -

, which |
mar_h Stantec Consulting, which was belleve d it could pmpelnt the lﬂca_ |

hired by the City eraughan to work -
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pamtedltm 1916 A

- Itthen became obvious therise of
' the land Jeading up to the old barn
was the scene Mr. MacDonald had-

captured in The Tangled Garden 16 |
- Fyears before his death in 1932.

-When the team: started- eﬂ’ its -
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| - . R . STAFE PHOTO/STEVE SOMERVILLE
Susan MaeDenald and David Waverman are part ef a tearn restermg the preperty of Greup of Seven pamter

J.E.H. MacDonald in Thornhill. They’ve also been part of an effort to figure out where he captured the scéne

in his most famous pamtmg, The Tangled Garden. The pests represent where a barn once steed and where the'___ =

sunﬂewer in the paintlng was lecated

en ef the garden relatively easﬂy
Reality
ehallenglng

~. “What ‘we ﬂleught would - have. :

taken 4 ceuple of months took a

. couple of years,” Mr. Waverman said. -

But the work was werth the eﬂ’ert

'Ms MacDonald said.

" “I. was relieved (we feund tlie
right location) because we didnt =
want to do the research: unpreperly |

SRS,
ks The eyes of the art world were on us.”

She remembers- visiting | Four -

‘§ Elms often as a giil, tagging aleng
8 - .with- her now-deceased father Jack
#% MacDonald, who helped care for

. Thoreau MaeDnnald and tended tn

e  the property.

Ithad eperated fer yearsasa fully

| . -wnrldngfarm and apple orchard and.

often played host to. members of the

‘. ! Group.of Seven who dropped by to

palnt or chat with other artists.
-“All the Group of Seven were here

& | 'ﬂt GHE time or ﬂHﬂthEl] for CUI'IUEI'S&-

s tions or for, pamttng," said Ms Mac-

o 2 ~Donald, who is the grand-niece of "

T "_'Thereau MaeDnnald JEH. Mae—
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The Tangled Garden 1s perhaps the best-lmewn p1ece by ar1 lst" iIani o5
- Edward Hervey (J.E. H.): MacDenald whe hved in Thernhﬂl when he -

ot

-Denalds enljs,r child.-

“When I came: here, [ engmally

_gfeund it was from another time, like
it was forgotten in t]me He (’I‘here-
~-au) lived like a pioneer.”

Alse a neted arnst Thereau Mae-

preved much. more

Denald S blaek and Wl‘lltE sketehes ef

rural Vaughan are considered avalu- o
' - before - the. steering eemrnlttee'_“

‘became involved:

~ablerecord of country life.

" But even as late as the 19605 and o
70s; he had no running water in his. -

“home. Jack MacDonald’s sugges-. .
| -_eleaned up. while - the herne has

running water and has been--'----
.-_revltallzed S e =

“tions that he install a tellet mdnnra
fe]l on deaf ears ' £

I was relreved ( we feund
the r:ghr Iecatzen)

beceuse we dzdn t went ?

......

o do: the reseerr:h o
f_ rmpmperly The eyes of

o

the ert werld were onusi .l

-t

Thereau MaeDenald rnelsted on
ceal to heat the home long after that -
was the norm. Evenmall},i; Jack Mac- -

"-Donald had to buy coal from the one

djstant suppller still in business. -
"Thoreau - MaeDenald S enly

" modern co nvenlen ce was a tran—

sistor radio. . |
* _Thoreau" MaeDnnald lnred in
 home until.1980. and died May 3[}_'-

1985‘ at the age of 89.

~The property was de31g1lated asa .-

Hentage Aet in 1983 butwaa penmt—_
-ted to go derelict for abeut 20 years

Teday, a resterannn prejeet has

meant_the grounds. have been

This. weekend

“To view The Tangled Garden

"'eeareh for the title on the web site
- http://cybermuse. galleryca .- ',"

Another York Reglen Greup ef

'Seven connection is through mem- .

" ber Fred Varley, who lived and paint-
~‘ed in Unionville for many years: - =~
- Today, a Town of. Markham-

owned art ga]lery in Unlenwlle is

- named after hnn

Ms Maenenefd can. - be reeehed et_

hlstencal heme under the Ontane,._ '_Lfourefmﬂmﬂsufﬂne@hﬂ!maﬂ mm L
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The feeussmg ability ef the eye ehangee in the .
| dark That is: because .the pupil dilates and this
- ehanges ‘the e}re‘s .aperture. In - dim' light, we ..
! expenenee' “Night Myopia” and S0 we have treuble.;’_'_'
o seemg far distances. 4 M .
Secend, penr nutrition, eepeeially low levels of

.Vitamin A, can contribute to poor night vision. =
Third anj,ar l-und ef eye nenre preblern, eueh as '_.'

-.'_. ..,__.-

l ',ﬂt ﬂight.

,.what can” happen in: Multiple Seleresis (light
deeaturanen) can lead to ‘Night: Myepia.. e
" “Fourth, . an undiagneeed minor . eye muscle

1 eeerdmatien problem called a LATENT TROPM can;
j‘,eentribnte to blurred or even d:senented wsmn at
 ‘night."This eye deviation is’too ‘small to’see in’ ag' et
£ mirrory, but hig eneugh to make thmgs very blurry,.-;.. 2 ON

DR H H WALJI, OPTOMETRIST
(Hons BSc, MSc, OD)

DO YOU SUFFER FROM POOR VISI.N AT NIGH;-”

In the intetest of your better E'ye. ﬁealﬂl
Vlslt us for Quahty s
Eye Care & Eye Wear -
5635 Hwy. 7 at9" Line -

Hm:u CInce [§
tnnr:ﬁmm

e velunteers are_ :
5 plantlng flowers in an eﬂen te reere— i,
- ate the famous garden, e
- Ms . MacDonald alse runs: an -_"_'- .
_ _f}fannual art.show and sale out of the .
.~ house in Septernber as part ef the o
At 'IhemhﬂWillage Festival. . e
7 »T'm always coming up w1th new 1
ideas for the property,” said Ms Mac-
_ Denald ‘who shows off the restera-
e nnne with enthusiasm. - |
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