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Parents represent one ef the sys— B
O terns most--concerned eenstltuen- .. I

s eresmtheseheelsystem.- o

1/ NsdreMurnee]lslsespeelaledu-
i N cation teacher with sDurhsrnbeartl
gy 5 e ‘and- has" a- ‘seven-year-o old.inia:
§ . Markham-public school. Her ebﬂd

&

was tested for autism spectrum dis- - _"
erder (ASD) in her first year and con-
; tlnues to wait for evaluation.- i ‘
+-iThe. Markham ‘mother - beheves s
Trore pret:essiena] develepment 1n o i
- speeral education will be requiired.:
Bt “WeTe seeing more young | leds 5}"-'
¥ ‘-. wrth petenuel drserders and weTe: - ok
‘1ot - seeing enough: prefessrenal ."_‘_-"
] _L_Qe_ develeprnent for use”in- the: class- .-
... " Toom,”:shesaid.:"A two- hour work-"
shep iS not eneugh te 1dent|fy 1Ssues ki
sueh asautism.”
: “Based on her: exr:-enenees as the
R fenner chaifperson of the Unionville - :
. f., Pubhe School council and mother ef
¥ four seheel-ege children, Iris Benson *?;_

| ]_tnews what’s en her seheel-ef-the- i

a8 . ﬁltUIEMSh llSt

E ' ernerenntent ” she said. “Class sizes
g ~are-t00’big.They’re too big: for. the
-“students.”Add" to:the mix’ speeral
- needs:and- behsvreural students,
§ < . :‘who should be meluded _entl its tee
S much for the teachers.” . i

: . Future . students end parents

stsnt threat ef lsbeur stnfe, she sstd

i .; 7 _musmn—:e BY STRIKES -
Nt “Drsrupuens and smkes frustrate
Bk ..-everyene,” Ms ‘Benson said. “We've.

.. .gone throtigh one strike and a cou-

TS g Tre
pt L N L

| " abetter way so parents and kids can’
i "-,.;' -""stepwendennglftherryeermﬂbem
- B ]eepardy %
8- s Whiles Ms Bensen belreves the .
. " systenr is fundamentally sound with".
"geetl and committed”. ‘teachers,
sdmtnlstrttters of the imminent-
future need: to feeus on prepsnng
students earlier. - O
‘Her youngest deughter, 11 is the

i . vateschool.

- i S “We - see the beneﬁts snd it hss
- alrestlj,r peld ‘off”" she. ssld “She "
. _i - already’ Imews ‘how' to’ prepare for:

:  dren got theéir first exam in ‘Grade 9.

- She’s had French since pre-scho ol.In

| . the public system; my other leds
Settins dtdnt begin until Grade 4.” .

o " “Shoestring school budgets beth-

- er Laura Deﬁhpplﬂ
¢ “we don't seem to have eneugl’l

R N T L e

N T ————— T

LW will neecl a sma]ler EIHSS

o 3% ple of work:to- rules There'sgot to be -

en]y nrernber ef the breed ina pn- -

* and ‘Wwrite an.exam. The other. chil=-

R E ST D o B B i RS “STAFF FHGTDISTEUE semsew.ts
Irrs Bensen, fermer Umenvﬂle Pubhe Seheel eeuncrl chalrpersen and
ruether of: feur scheel sge ehﬂdren, weuld hke srna]ler eless srses end an

-I.

nd te stnkes in the scheels ef the future. Eilenei :;.--j,;--, el 3,

j gh Sflhﬂﬂl end Our Lad ef With her srghts set en e pest—see— :

Annunerstren ‘Catholic Seheel in: - ,endary theatre program, Ms 'Iipten._' -_'.-.'-_'_;mere dJﬁEI‘EIlilatEd pregramnung'_

- for ~our. students, * said-+York -

:"'-sztheltet Drstnet Seheel Bes.rd"

8 A L sheuldbes ared the seemmglyeen-*’- ~'Oak’Ridges.  “Parents:are ; ‘always  is confident future schools will real-- -
' * being asked to-fundraise forbooks, : . ‘ize the benefits ef more erts sndlsn—?_ﬂf

""binders-and gym equipment. I thrnk_ s guege courses. .

Pﬂfﬁﬂtsareevenvhelmedaslus et i “There wrll prebsbly he en":'i-lf-.'

G W.“Williams Secondary 'School grams;” she sald "I_angusge and.

stuclent Amy Tipton, 17, belreves the . --French immersion eeurses will llkelyi o
stetusque is ]I.lStﬁI'lE IR L grows Thiere ! will ;be: a:real need_'.'i5_'-'
i S ol L.-':-._ee op. and, spprentleeshrp pre-__'_,
: "A Thombhill mother of twe chil= [

- ...WE I'E “ut seemg B“““gh -~ dren’ in ‘French' urrrnersren eehees__;.-.-i_ |
e ..~ build efully perfect eute shop. It’s

expensive - -and . teehnelegy'fi 5

e _-, ~.because bilingualism i$ a real asset.”

i

ﬁrufessmnal derelupment fnr _t_h_:a sentiment:

“French: nnmersten aﬂ”erds tqu'_-“_..-

- use in the classroom.: - smaller classes and cultural experi-

- '_ences normally not available,” stud;_'-f L
A tWIl hﬂl]l‘ Wﬂl‘kShﬂ]] - ‘Renata Richardson; whosé' 1?'—-yeer— o

net ennugh tn tdentlty lssues “old : attends ‘Langstaff~ Secondary. _

-f_Seheel while her 13-yesr—elc IS a
sueh 33 autism: . f-__-_ﬂ;'student atWoodland Glen: - .

e Natirtt Munree]]a o
speerel edncetren teerher eed perent

"

.h-"._

AR e T enees and amazing teachers.” .=
T WG S R S Aseﬂlerperents Ms Rrehardsen
'"I lrke the eheraeter eduestren hss issue - with " the -quantity: ef"ff-_
system and how they've worked it:.. " extracurricular seem11es and threat'ﬁ
.into the curriculum,” she said. ef labour dlsrupttens

. “It combines‘the best of both. "Teaehers are. one ef the pn-: 1
worlds. There’s greet dwerstty in mary. influences- in the ‘life of-a

programs. That ' should “stay: . child,” she said. “Strikes and work-

‘There’s also a definite shift in the ing to rule sheuldnt be sn epuen_ > ":

i -,nenergyr eests, textbeeks grewth; 3 ent \earners. s i s

““French immiersion is the C esest ik

thrng to_private school.: My ‘oldest

be3r has had many positive expen—-_:-j-.’_"“ ik excepttenal student will :be-.the

“the -future’s a mys-
- tery and .today’s the -
Ry M.~ 'present. That’s wh}r
'.".;"u Tt e B T : lt’saglft" . e

Uen in York Regten. <

& e ‘realistic many. -

~éducation’ and what needs t0: be_
~“doneto nleet and deféat its many .
eha]len gés, the eemmen dene‘rur-.
nater is funchng $ A

+ InYork, as threugheut Gntsne,

'; % edueeters and ‘administrators cry -

i out, literally and. ﬁgureuveiy, fer a..
: mere "hberal” flow of cash:

bemg met, .they :say;" partleu]erly
“in the areas-of special education,
teehnelegy in: ;the’ classroom,

encl salsnes SRR

T '5‘-." b um.lat W‘Ed Ill(e tﬂ _dﬂ 15 pmﬂdﬂ_

......

“ chairperson Ehzsbeth Crowe. - .

OF S e R

.changes.” . .-+ Gt

-';shlps with ‘Seneca Cel]ege and

* IBM as harbingers of how'schools:.:
““can.. eptrnuze reseurees ln the
: '_yeers to come. s

5 grsms for the regular learner and ™

- way of the board's world, feretells
“*Catholic* besrd spekesperse_tr

1 :_'__(_‘,_hns Cable.

“The revrneral thrust is sue

: : "'eess for’ alI students,” 'she said.:.-

' “That's the future and a large part .
.. of it will be assistive- teehnelegy
L fer all learners.” =~
" Ms Cable pernts to a prlet lep
_tep assistive technology program::

- he psst is* hrstery,

- Tt doesn’t, however,: step eur-.a.';_ |
ok seheeis array of stakeholders = - &G
frenr pregnesueatmg about the - |

“fortunes “of an ;éssential " system;f-._{_. i |G
“-administered by a relanve few. fer;r;:_'r.-?;-fi’:___; R

be wnt[en abgut the ﬁlture of : ‘ 1"“ S

“ |-  The principles : of funthng.,
e' equrty and sdequecy are ‘not-

- With: these treehnes pl‘EdIC—l'_
trens -about t_he schools:of : the"_-_._._:- S0
nesr future sre rneesured end '.; -_

e
e I "".-"'—-...
e

__i'?--.'_-"We'd like : more; variety. in’ pre-'-;t.--,
Student trustee and Grade 12 Dr'{ "-':-expensten ef arts- speerﬂe pre—_"_-_; ;j-.'-f!-"grarrmung aleng with the. expsn- '“ Bt A B e

;;.._sren and lntegretten ef teehruele-':I_'__-g,_:_.'jthE future, edrrunrstraters must-_: " |
i ¢ "pot ‘become: remeneed by ity

Wﬂ re leeleng to expend OUT .’ warms York Region District School *
grams. Gone are the-days, for .~

- .example, when you:can afford to - -

She cites: sueeessful artnet¥
I seerahzsuen'espect ‘Education:is .-

Specrahzed eernputer pre- -

the state of

R ol
Thst prophetic ‘dictum- helds 3 - R R R
pertletﬁerly t:rue for puble eduea—r i

“'While books: eeuld deserredlyi]f}f“ o e

mn

Seheel in: Meple where students
‘at:all: levels enrple}r 1nnevetwe i
seftware S
~Those, wrth lesrnrng drsebﬂl—_;'_;.__ﬁ
ees are aided by eemputer PIOz: i e
grams: tleslgned 1o type: thesstu=; .05 3
“‘dent’s: speken werd snd speak 1tj; SRR A
bst:k. , AR AR
“The stettsucs frern the_ pre- A
grsm .are -amazing,”: Ms-Cable:
“said. “Assistive: teehnelegy will’ - .
permeete ‘many. programs.: 3 | BN
“create more: nnreltrecl 11ndepend-}?
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- --Beard chairperson] Bill Crethers 5
““There -will - be -more vanety_._'

" -,_snd students will .learn ‘more. "
*.through'.online: eenneettens," he._._.‘
»said; “Were doing that now.:But, -
5xIMY ;belief 'is - that we'll’ still “see
seheels like this’bécause ‘of ‘the. -

+ more than learning the facts. A big ..
psrt of lesrmng how-.to be good- -
citizen :is. threugh eenteet wrth
ether people. - SN
' “Eduesnenal eempenents een:' T
be delivered online to accommo-. . -
__dste learnmg but the kids them=

. ,sselves ‘willstills ‘be’ seerelrztng_

“There - still ‘will_ be 'classrooms;
Retles may be tlrﬁ'erent and more .
plugged in, but 1ntereet1en wﬂl be |

there -
Mr. _Crethers ea]ls fer the essr-' '

bﬂtty ef a more sub]ect-speelﬁe ',-.
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